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You’ve probably walked past the sign 
between campus and the Marathon gas 
station without noticing it.

“Students go by here all the time, and we 
get people in here who say, ‘I never knew 
you were here,’” said Paula Luthy, owner of 
the small square house just north of the 
Delta apartment building.

The sign in front of the house reads 
“Craig & Friends” in white and blue letters, 
but the house isn’t a home.

It’s a hair salon that looks and feels like 
a home.

Paula’s husband Craig started Craig 
& Friends salon in Wabash, Ind., in 1976. 
Now Paula has owned and operated 
the salon in Upland for about 30 years, 
continuing her husband’s vision for a 

“down-home,” family atmosphere that 
makes customers feel like friends.

“That’s why we named it Craig & Friends,” 
Craig said.

Although the exterior of the building is 
plain and white, the interior is warm hues 
of yellows, tans and reds.

Let yourself in the back door behind 
the building, and you’re greeted with the 
soft smell of hairspray and the sound of 
upbeat music.

The main room is divided into three 
spacious sections to accommodate 
everything the salon offers, from cuts to 
color, perms to eyebrow waxing.

Along the right wall is two shelves lined 
with hair products — blue bottles of “It’s 
a 10,” silver tubes of “Kenra.” The bottom 
shelf has a bowl of Dum Dum Pops.

This time of year, the whole place is 
decked with garlands and Christmas 
lights, all contributing to the family room 
feel.

On Wednesday, a woman in the room 
closest to Main Street sits under a hooded 

hair dryer reading a book as the bowl-like 
contraption over her head sets her red 
hair color.

She’s been coming to Craig & Friends 
every five to six weeks for about six years 
now.

Paula lifts the dryer from her hair 
covered in plastic and leads her across 
the room to the “shampoo area,” a chair 
reclined over a large salon sink.

“This place is like ‘Steel Magnolias,’” the 
woman says, referring to the 1989 movie 
about a group of women whose lives 
converge at a beauty parlor.

She and Paula laugh loudly at the 
comparison.

“(Craig & Friends) is not gossipy like 
that, but you just see everyone here,” the 
woman says.

“Yes,” Paula says, smiling as she rinses 
the woman’s hair. “Put that in there: Not 
gossipy. We’re just a down-home salon.”

After attending barber school in 
Indianapolis and then beauty school in 
Kokomo, Ind., Craig opened the salon in 
Wabash for two years before moving it 
back to his hometown of Marion in 1978.

He met Paula in 1979 while she was a 
hairstylist in Michigan, and the couple 
married in December 1980.

Living in Upland, they ran the Marion 
salon together until they had their first 
child. Then they opened an Upland shop 
so Paula could work closer to home.

The Marion shop closed about 15 
years ago, and Craig is now working for 
a different salon, but Paula still runs the 
Upland salon by herself.

Out of everywhere she has worked, 
Paula says Upland has the most down-
home atmosphere.

“I like that,” Paula said. “I’m a more 
down-home kind of girl.”

Her silver hoop earrings sparkle next to 
the shiny striped scarf peeking from her 
black trench coat.

“We’ve had customers who’ve come in 
for 30 years,” Paula said. “You get to know 
your customers. They’re like another 
family to you.”

The Upland shop originally sat where 
Wolgemuth Hall is now. It moved to its 
current location on Main Street in July 
2010, when Taylor traded property and 
cash with the small salon to buy the 
land, said Vice President for Business 
Administration Ron Sutherland.

But even before that, Taylor and the 
hair salon were not strangers.

Craig’s father, Fred Luthy, taught in 
Taylor’s religion department for 33 years, 
and the Luthy’s children, Chad Luthy (’05) 
and Chelesee Jones (’06) both graduated 
from Taylor, so the family has always been 
close to the university.

“Taylor has always been a huge part of 
our lives and our business lives,” Craig said. 

“They’ve been instrumental in everything 
we have done professionally in the hair 
business.”

Paula says she and the three other 
stylists at Craig & Friends all have their 
own clientele, some of which include 
Taylor students and faculty.

Junior Chase Geyer has gone to Craig & 
Friends for haircuts since he transferred 
to Taylor two years ago. He’s had several 
different stylists there, and he says he has 
yet to leave disappointed.

“It’s very chill,” Geyer said. “It’s laid back 
and very personal. . . . It feels like you’re 
going there for your own personal hair 
cut.”

“We’ve had customers who’ve come in for 30 years. You 
get to know your customers. They’re like another family 
to you.” 
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Students stay four years. We come, get 
an education and move on. Sometimes 
forgotten are the people who stay to invest 
in us, people like the Dining Commons 
Chef ’s Corner Cook Larry Mealy.

Mealy does more than just his job. He 
tries to create a personal environment for 
students by stopping and taking time to 
talk with them.

“One word to describe Larry is that he 
is personable,” said co-worker freshman 
Rebekah Britton. “He talks to the people he 
serves, getting to know things about them 
because he wants to know. He really cares 
about the students.”

Getting to connect with the students, 
Larry says, is his favorite part of this job.

“By working here and talking with 
students, I’ve been able to pray with them, 
be invited to games and given different 
things to think about,” Mealy said. “It’s 
those kinds of things that keep me coming 
to work. It doesn’t seem so much like work.”

Before working at Taylor, Mealy’s life was 
headed in a completely different direction. 
Attending Baldwin Wallace College in Ohio, 
Mealy became interested in Pre-Med, as 
well as playing basketball.

“Neither one worked,” Mealy explained. 
“Nothing went with my plan, but that’s 
because I hadn’t found God’s plan yet.”

His freshman year of college, Mealy 
found the Lord and transferred to Marion 
College, now Indiana Wesleyan University, 
to study youth ministry. There, he met his 
wife, Linda, who also works at Taylor.

As a part-time youth pastor, Mealy 
traveled from Indiana to Illinois, Kentucky, 
New York and Oklahoma.

“There are a lot of differences between 
what youth ministry looked like then and 
now,” Mealy said. “I was a voluntary youth 
minister, doing work with kids who needed 
help. They had a rough start with tough 
families and backgrounds. I was able to 

help by working with people who weren’t 
accustomed to a church.”

In New York, Mealy got the opportunity 
to work at Houghton Academy as chaplain 
as well as coaching basketball for seventh 
and eighth grade.

“I enjoyed this because I got to work as 
a chaplain at a private school and work 
in a public school, as well,” Mealy said. “It 
opened my eyes to working on a college 
campus, and the doors were opened 
to do that. I’ve been working on college 
campuses for about 30 years now.”

For 25 years, Mealy has been involved 
at Taylor.  He was the coach of the first 
women’s soccer team here, and he worked 
with student development for 18 years.

Shortly after becoming director for 
student development, he was diagnosed 
with cancer.

“After that, I decided to slow down and 
work at the D.C.,” Mealy said. “It was a 
rough six years, but I was thankful for the 
people around me. Through doctors and 
reading books, I knew what to expect.”

After going through physical training, 
Mealy was ready to work 
again, starting his job at 
the D.C.

“ It ’s  a  p h y s i c a l l y 
demanding job, and I 
wanted to be in shape 
for work,” Mealy said. “I 
am on my feet from 11-2 
during lunch. Working 
at the Chef ’s Corner is 
an active job because 
of where it is, but I like 
it because of the high 
student contact. I try 
to do the best job I can. 
Each day, I ask the Lord 
to help me do the best I 
can.”

For Mealy, his job 

wasn’t about the title, his job is about the 
students. He and Linda stick around for TU 
Basketball, both loyal fans.

“My wife is a huge basketball fan,” Mealy 
said. “She used to be involved in a cheer 
club at IWU for the basketball games, 
where she learned the sport. We work the 
clocks for the basketball games together. 
I’ve got the shot clock, and she works the 
game clock.”

They both are involved at their church, 
Grace United Methodist Church. Mealy is a 
chairman of staff, working with personnel 
and church-related issues. His wife is 
involved with the choir.

Mealy is active both in his job and 
outside of it. At work, he is fully dedicated 
to the students he serves as well as the 
people he works with, getting to know 
them and actively listening.

“Working with Larry is great,” Britton said. 
“He makes you feel welcome by answering 
questions, and he’s a lot of fun to work with. 
He’ll even ask about your life, remembering 
things about others. He’s just awesome, 
and everyone who knows him loves him.”
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A blend of interests
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Larry Mealy prepares a walking taco while talking with sophomore Ethan Barnes.

Larry Mealy doesn’t care what he’s doing, as long as he can interact with students

Paula Luthy cuts the hair of a customer she’s known for years.

Craig & Friends Hair Salon is located at 1517 S. Second Street in Upland.

With every dish Larry Mealy serves, he adds the side of a smile.


