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Just into my second year of teaching 
at #TaylorU, I’ve finally made a date 
with destiny: today I’ll be having lunch 
at Ivanhoes.

To my friends attending colleges in 
cities: you may have everything there 
but these cornfields can be anything 
we want them to be at #TaylorU

How it began
The issue arose one floor above Sawicki when se-

niors Grant Koenig and Brandon Siewert moved in 
Fairlane 2L.

“For whatever reason, the entire apartment had 
been overlooked by the cleaning staff,” said Fairlane 
Apartments Manager Jeff Strietzel. “Then since the 
apartment wasn’t cleaned, people began being con-
cerned it might be a bigger issue.”

After talking with Strietzel, Koenig and Siewert’s 
parents immediately contacted Morley, who ar-
ranged for an Aug. 28 air quality test with Patriot 
Engineering.

“We hired professionals to test (the air in) that 
apartment and the surrounding couple of apart-
ments and compare it to outside,” Morley said. “They 

came back and told us there wasn’t any-
thing to be concerned about in (Koenig 
and Siewert’s apartment), but there was 
what they call an ‘irregularity’ in one of 
the surrounding apartments.”

That was Sawicki’s apartment, 1L.
Morley says Taylor took Patriot En-

gineering’s advice and hired Midwest 
Remediation, Inc., to clean 1L intensively.

On Sept. 6, Steve Morley made a per-
sonal visit to Sawicki’s apartment to tell 
her and her roommates it would take 

three days for their apartment to be cleaned. Then 
Morley and Strietzel kept in touch with apartment 
1L, offering to help them find available rooms on 
campus and even offering to put them in Upland’s 
Holiday Inn Express for three days. In the end, all four 
girls chose to stay in vacant rooms on campus.

“We joke about being homeless ( for three days), but 
we really have a lot of options,” Sawicki said, adding 
that Morley, Strietzel and a host of Taylor faculty 
went above the call of duty.

Koenig and Siewert feel the same way, saying 
Maintenance worked “quickly and promptly” to 
make their room comfortable.

“But for me it’s more confusion as to why something 
hasn’t been done about it in the last five or 10 years,” 
Siewert said. “Fairlane has remained unaltered for 
the most part since it was built. I don’t want to as-
sume the worst, but it’s almost like Taylor is saying, 

‘Let’s wait to deal with it until when people bring it 

up as a problem.’”
“Or when someone gets hurt,” Koenig added.
Priorities
Although cleaning apartments like Sawicki’s won’t 

solve the larger problem of Fairlane’s age, Sutherland 
says plans for a new Wolgemuth-and-Campbell-
esque apartment are in the works.

But these plans probably won’t materialize un-
til Taylor finishes its $10 million new on-campus 
residence hall set to open Aug. 2013 and new student 
union, Morley says.

The President’s Cabinet decided the need for a 
traditional residence hall was more urgent than the 
need for another off-campus facility to replace Fair-
lane.

According to the office of institutional research, 
Taylor’s on-campus occupancy is currently only  42 
students short of its 1,428-student capacity.

But Koenig and Siewert think fixing or demolish-
ing Fairlane should take precedence.

“I don’t know why something that has the poten-
tial to be harmful is being placed third,” Siewert said. 

“Why are we putting so much money into making 
more impressive things rather than just demolishing 
the one, unimpressive thing — the one embarrassing 
building at Taylor?”

Why not now?
Throughout campus, students and administrators 

acknowledge Fairlane as Taylor’s least attractive 
building.

“No one would ever bring prospective students into 
Fairlane,” Koenig said. “If anything, they would keep 
them away. It’s almost like, ‘Don’t come over here un-
til you go to Taylor, and then you’ll find out.’”

Sutherland says President Eugene Habecker 
plans to move students away from Fairlane-style off-
campus apartments for options closer to campus like 
Wolgemuth and Campbell.

Habecker was in New York and unable to com-

ment, but Morley says Habecker’s goal is to have 90 
percent of students in university programs spaces, 
including all of the on-campus residence halls and 
the off-campus Campbell and Wolgemuth.

“We’ve always referred to ourselves as a residential 
liberal arts university,” Morley says. “Dr. Habecker led 
us to define what we mean by ‘residential’ and even 
add a percentage to that.”

According to data from the office of institutional 
research, Taylor is roughly 4 percent short of its 90 
percent goal.

Administrators hope to close the gap when Fair-
lane is demolished, Morley says, and Keonig and 
Siewert are asking: Why not now?

“Fairlane is a black spot on campus, so why not get 
rid of it if everyone thinks that?” Koenig said. “I feel 
like if they brought consistent donors here, the do-
nors wouldn’t say: Let’s keep it.”

We expected it
Sutherland says Fairlane’s lifelong struggle with 

mold may have began when the building was con-
structed in 1969 without ventilators in the bath-
rooms because warm, dark, damp corners are prime 
places for mold to grow.

Since then, Sutherland says some of the bathrooms 
were remodeled about ten years ago. But not all.

According to Strietzel, students who live in Fair-
lane have a 20 percent rent discount compared to 
students in Campbell or Wolgemuth.

“In a sense, Taylor’s made it hard for themselves in 
regards to Fairlane because what do you compare 
Fairlane to: Two brand new apartment buildings,” 
Strietzel said.

But after managing Fairlane for 13 months, Stri-
etzel says he enjoys Fairlane, and he has no worries 
about the effects of mold on his wife, who has aller-
gies, or on his newborn daughter.

Whenever he finds mold, he cleans it with normal 
household cleaners.

“This is a comfortable place to live, and I don’t feel 
at risk,” Strietzel said.

Siewert and Koenig say cleaning their apartment 
isn’t the issue.

“It’s more about confusion and frustration,” Siewert 
said. “Grant and I like Fairlane, we just don’t like how 
it’s kept.”

Campus Pastor Randy Gruendyke has been hinting 
about the drastic change to Vespers for the past week. 
Meanwhile, the chapel coordinators have been meticu-
lously planning the change in the Student Development 
Conference Room.

“Get excited and stay tuned because the speakers that 
we have lined up you’ll want to know about!” said chapel 
coordinator senior Annessa Mosier.

The changes were officially announced Friday during 
Chapel.

“We started talking about Vespers this year, we started 
dreaming about it, we started praying about what it maybe 
should look like,” said chapel coordinator junior Diana 
Meakem.

To the average Taylor student, such as sophomore Kelsey 
Fitzgerald, Vespers provides a more per-
sonal experience than a regular chapel 
or church service, and provides the op-
portunity to experience God alongside 
friends and wing-mates.

Replacing the traditional vespers, 
the first meeting is this Sunday. It will 
consistently meet in the chapel at the 
same time every week and will be called Sunday Night 
Community.

According to Webster’s Dictionary, vespers means a ser-
vice of evening worship. One reason for the change was the 
lack of vision in the name Vespers.

“The name (Sunday Night Community) is supposed to 
be all encompassing and give it some identity at the same 
time,” said graduate student Johnny Rupp, who also serves 
as a chapel coordinator.

“We were debating about the name for a while because 
community is a name that gets tossed around a lot… we 
all laugh at intentional community,” said Armila Francis, a 
graduate student and chapel coordinator. “We want it to 

bring us together on Sunday nights and knit us together.”
In addition to the name change, Sunday Night Commu-

nity will have a new official format. The three emphasized 
aspects are singing, sharing and praying.

The most attended Vespers of the past were all-sing-and-
prays. Therefore, Sunday 
Night Community will 
dedicate a large portion 
of time to worship. Josh 
Craton’s band will lead the 
first service this Sunday.

Sharing serves as another aspect of the new format. A 
faculty or staff member will share his or her personal testi-
mony or a story with the students in attendance.

“You get . . . a personal connection with professors, which 
adds to the community name,” said 
sophomore Zach West, another chapel 
coordinator.

Associate Professor of Mathematics 
Phil Mummert is the first speaker. Fac-
ulty speakers will be announced on a 
weekly basis.

The third component of Sunday Night 
Community is prayer for local needs, according to Mosier. 
Students and faculty can send in prayer requests. The de-
tails of how are to be announced.

“We will be able to know our community better,” West 
said. “We get to share our burdens with one another and 
pray for each other at the same time.”

Gruendyke wants this new time of worship to be distin-
guishable.

“One of the challenges is to keep (Sunday Night Commu-
nity) from being chapel at night,” Gruendyke said.

“We want it to be something edifying with our relation-
ships with one another and our relationships with Christ,” 
Francis said.

The three emphasized 
aspects are singing, 
sharing and praying.

After closing his final message to the 
Taylor community, Dr. Richard Allen 
Farmer expressed two things he was 
excited for students to do in response 
to Spiritual Renewal week: engage the 
Word of God and walk away with an 
attitude of celebration.

“I am always eager for the people to 
be exposed to the Word of God and for 
the Word of God to be exposed to the 
people,” Farmer said. “I want them to 
have a renewed interest in and love for 
the Scriptures.”

After four messages based in the 
epistles of John, Farmer left the 
campus encouraged and renewed.

Same Night

 New Experience

Students Respond

“Dr. Farmer caused me to 
revisit the truth — to 
celebrate what I know. 
That Jesus not only died in 
our places, but He rose to 
render Satan inoperative. 
We have authority in Jesus 
to continue the 
proclamation of the 
Gospel. Let’s do it!”

Sam Davies, 
Freshman

“I feel like every single word 
was a gift. This guy was 
to the point. Everything 
had a special meaning. He 
had personal experiences 
that I didn’t go through, 
but I could relate to. I felt 
renewed after every single 
service I went to. It made 
me leave wanting not to 
stop singing and praising 
God.”

Ryan Monson, 
Freshman

“What he said about love 
and truth and really au-
thentically loving is what 
really stuck out to me. A 
lot of the verses he used 
we could read a hundred 
times, but when he said it: 

‘my beloved. This is from 
God. This is the word of 
God and that’s is how God 
sees us.’ It was really good 
to hear . . . . God chose 
us. He chooses us, even 
though we’re sinners and 
don’t deserve to be chosen.”

Christina Peña, 
Junior

“Having victory is one of 
the things that is really 
important to me, because 
the Bible says that we 
have victory over anything 
that happens in our lives. 
Most of the time we don’t 
really grasp the idea. We go 
through life and we have 
these trials, but we never 
really understand that 
God has His hand in it all. 
When bad things happen, I 
just need to look to Him.”

Princess Sakeuh, 
Freshman
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 RV: What is the role of the University 
Press?

Neideck: We are really here to serve the 
campus. Almost all the work we do is for the 
different departments and for students, so 
I look at it as just a way to serve the Taylor 
community.

RV: What materials do you print, and 
who are your clients?

Neideck: Clients are the students and 
the various departments around campus. 
Admissions, Alumni and Parents, University 
Relations are probably the biggest clients we 
have on campus. The kinds of things we do, 
(include) course packets, a lot of the posters 
that you see hanging around campus (and) all 
the table toppers that are down at the dining 
commons. We do letterhead and stationery 
for different departments and for the general 
Taylor letterhead as well. 

RV: Do you have any clients outside of 
the Taylor Campus?

Neideck: Not a lot, but we do some things 
for local churches. Occasionally, Upland 
Lion’s Club. We do a lot for them. But re-
ally not too many customers outside of Taylor. 
And it’s kind of the way we want it. We’re (a) 
non-profit printer here, so we don’t want to 
be going out too much for that kind of stuff. 
But we’re here to serve the campus, and if we 
have time to squeeze in a few things once in a 
while we try to do that as well.

RV: What does a normal day look like?
Neideck: A typical day is we just take the 

orders as they come in and crank them out as 
quick as we can. We usually make a proof for 
anybody who wants it to come in and look at 
what we’re going to print before we run the 
whole job

RV: How much time do you ask clients 
to give you to print something and how 
long does it take to print it?

Neideck: It can be same day. If it’s a job 
that has to go on one of our off-set presses —
business cards or letterhead — those things 
we tend to allow up to two weeks.

RV: What are the smallest and biggest 
materials you print?

Neideck: Smallest (item) we do (is) one 

copy of a photo for somebody. The biggest 
thing we do, as far as quantity, is a letter-
head and envelope. We might run 10 or 15 
thousand envelopes for corporate Taylor en-
velopes. There are probably some things that 
cost more than that to do, but just from sheer 
volume, envelopes and letterhead are the big-
gest runs that we have.

RV: What kind of changes has the Uni-
versity Press undergone?

Neideck: We’ve added a lot of new equip-
ment lately. We’ve got a wide-format poster 
printer. (It prints) up to 44 inches wide, so we 
can do a lot of signs and banners and posters 
with that. The other new piece of equipment 
we have is our digital envelope printer, which 
allows us to print color on envelopes (in) 
smaller quantities for a cheaper price. We 
use that a lot and it’s been a great addition 
for us. But the biggest change is we do very 
little off-set printing anymore, which is all ink 
on plates and rollers. Most of what we do is 
digital printing. It looks like copying but it’s 
actually printing on digital color machines. 

RV: Where do you see the future of 
printing going?

Neideck: I don’t see printing going away, 
but it is changing. More colors, the pricing is 
getting less and less (and) as the technology 
improves we can print more for a cheaper 
price. We are doing a lot more variable data 
printing now where we get files in with ad-
dress lists, so we’re starting to get into that 
where we can put postcards together now 
and address them as we print the postcards 
and it saves a step. I think the variable data 
is a big change and it’s going to continue to 
grow . . . and it just saves costs, because you 
can just do that as you print and you don’t 
have to stop in the middle and change files 
and change plates, so I think that’s big. 

RV: What would you like students to 
know about the University Press?

Neideck: We are here. We love when they 
walk in the door and are happy to help. All the 
students are welcome, and we turn stuff quick 
and I think pretty helpful at getting them 
what they want.

Sunday Night Community’s 
new logo

Highlights

Week
from the

Monday Evening:
“We are most like God when we reflect the 

God we say we love.”

Tuesday Evening: 

“Stand up like someone died and left you in 

charge — because He did . . . (Satan) has 

no ultimate power over you, so don’t 

act like he does.”

Wednesday Chapel:
“You are God’s children—and He calls you that.”

Q&A with
Steve Neideck

“No one would ever bring 
prospective students into 
Fairlane.”


