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“It was a different way of approaching 
healthcare . . . and we have a lot of gradu-
ates involved in public health and doing 
some remarkable things.” 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH MAJOR ON HOLD

24 @ TAY L O R
7 p.m., Smith-Hermanson 
Recital Hall

Monday
E L E C T I O N  D E B AT E 
V I EW I N G
7:30 p.m., Euler Lembright 
Atrium

Taylor Miller was planning 
on making the switch 
from majoring in Biology 
Pre-Medicine to Public 
Health in the fall of 2011.

“Since Taylor doesn’t offer a nurs-
ing program, this would have almost 
been a way around it. You could even 
(become) a nurse practitioner or phy-
sicians assistant, which is what I was 
considering at one time,” Miller said.

He was talked out of it by a profes-
sor who told Miller that he would be 
more marketable with Biology Pre-
Medicine. But, part of him wonders 
what it would be like to major in Pub-
lic Health.

But Miller has not had the chance 
because Taylor’s Public Health major 
is not yet official.

Until the spring of 2012, Mark Bier-
mann served as Taylor’s Dean of the 
School of Natural and Applied Sci-
ences.

In April 2011, Biermann said, “We 
have so many students who come to 
Taylor that have a heart for service 
and who are interested in health-
related fields and interested in health 
care,” according to the Taylor website.

Implementing public health also 
stayed true to Taylor’s brand. “It 
was a different way of approaching 
healthcare . . . and we have a lot of 
graduates involved in public health 
and doing some remarkable things,” 
said Steve Mortland, Vice President 
for Enrollment Management and 
Marketing.

Taylor’s program was anticipated 
to have two tracks of focus, one on ur-
ban public health issues and another 
on international health issues. The 
estimated launch of the major was 
the fall semester of 2012. However, 
many issues prevented its launch-
ing. One was the construction of the 

Euler Science Complex, which over-
whelmed the majority of the School 
of Natural and Applied Science’s time, 
and detracted from efforts for the 
Public Health major, according to 
Mortland.

Another reason was the inability to 
find someone to spearhead the major. 
Taylor had multiple applicants, and 
was using two sources to find candi-
dates. 

However, no candidate was a per-
fect match. 

“We had a candidate come in . . . , 
but after the review it was deter-
mined that she wasn’t the right fit for 
the position,” Mortland said. 

Meanwhile, the transition to a new 
provost and the resignation of Bier-
mann provided additional obstacles.

“That’s when we knew that (launch-
ing the major) was very much on 
hold,” Mortland said.

The funding needed to launch the 
major is still available, according to 
Mortland. 

He also says students can still pre-
pare themselves to do public health, 

as only two classes need to be added 
at Taylor to create the major.

Sophomore Anna Goeglein is one 
student preparing herself to effec-
tively transition into the major. 

Goeglein entered Taylor as a Biol-
ogy Pre-Med major last fall, but upon 
discovering the university’s interest 
in launching a public health program, 
she decided to change.

“A Public Health major . . . is a merg-
er between culture and healthcare 
systems and how they affect each 
other, which is why it originally ap-
pealed to me,” Goeglein said. 

Goeglein is currently a Psychol-
ogy and Developmental Economics 
double major.

Her plan is to learn the economic 
and cultural aspects of Public Health 
through her studies in Developmen-
tal Economics, and learn about re-
search via Psychology. 

Last school year, Goeglein took bi-
ology and chemistry courses to make 
herself more marketable for graduate 
schools.

To prepare for public health, she 
worked with medicine in Quito, Ec-
uador, last summer. 

While there, she lived with a host 
family and partnered with short-
term missions teams.

“When short term teams would 
come with doctors, those were by 
far my favorite weeks,” Goeglein said. 

“We would backpack around Quito 
with medicine. It further solidified 
that (public health is) what I want to 
do.”

Until the public health major 
is added to Taylor’s curriculum, 
Goeglein says she values the oppor-
tunity to use Taylor’s other classes 
and opportunities to compete with 
undergraduate public health majors 
at other universities.

 Public Health major on hold
KAT Y BACKODE
S T A F F  W R I T T E R

“Since Taylor doesn’t 
offer a nursing

 program, this would 
have almost been a way 

around it. You could 
even (become) a nurse 
practitioner or physi-

cians assistant, which is 
what I was considering 

at one time.”

New major planned for fall 2011 has experienced roadblocks

Some alumni, like 2011 graduate 
Laura Convy, find their own way to 
stay in touch with Taylor. For her, that 
means representing the Trojans at 
college fairs near her residence in Car-
mel, Ind.

“I had such an awesome experi-
ence at Taylor that I just wanted to 
share that with so many other people,” 
Convy said. “If I could impact the lives 
of other people and help be a tool in 
their decision to go to Taylor . . . that 
just makes me feel so proud.”

For other alumni, like 2009 gradu-
ate Megan Sauder, the constant 
search of current students for intern-
ships and jobs provided a way to give 
back to the school.

This summer, Taylor senior Erin 
Guarneri interned at Saddleback 
Church in southern California, where 
Sauder works. Sauder saw the rela-
tionship as a chance to be a mentor.

“I think everyone, especially Taylor 
students. . . . want to do something 
great with their lives,” Sauder said. 

“Sometimes the reality post-college 
can kind of hit them and discourage 
them, and so, for me, I love encourag-
ing them.”

One potential source of discour-
agement for those recently gradu-
ated is finances. The often-unsettled 
nature of their bank accounts and 
living situations can make building 
relationships with them difficult.

“. . . Young alums does seem to be 
a challenging group for universities 
to figure out how to meaningfully 
engage,” said Drew Moser, Taylor’s Di-
rector of Career Development in an 
e-mail. “I think it’s because young al-
ums are a fairly transient group (they 
move a lot). They are increasingly 
coming out of college with more debt 
(which hinders their ability to donate 
money).”

The idea of giving back financially 

is often difficult for those fresh out of 
college, especially those who bring a 
lot of debt with them from their time 
at Taylor, according to Van Buren.

Despite that reality, staying con-
nected is still important, says 2011 
graduate Jake Bourdon.

“I know a lot of us younger alumni 
are sometimes annoyed by requests 
for giving,” Bourdon said. “But if it 
wasn’t for a great, connected alumni 
base, a lot of the new stuff that (stu-
dents) are getting to see on campus 
right now . . . probably wouldn’t be 
able to be there.”

As much as buildings mean, sever-
al alumni talk about the friends they 
made and the experience they had as 
reasons for the enduring connection 
they feel to Taylor.

For the Van Burens, even though 
their marriage, five years of time, and 
the birth of their son Weston are be-
tween them and their graduation, 
Taylor is still special.

“Obviously going to college is about 
getting a degree and doing those 
sorts of things,” Van Buren said. “But 
Taylor is much more than an educa-
tion, it’s a life experience.”

to the labor market, otherwise college debt will 
grow.”

But as rough as the job market is for today’s 
college graduates, it is far worse for those with 
only a high school diploma: the national unem-
ployment rate for such job seekers is 24 percent.

“From a sheer economic standpoint, you will 
probably earn more as a college graduate,” Tim 
Nace, financial aid counselor, said. “While it’s an 
upfront investment, the dividends through a life-
time will show that it’s a wise investment.”

The average student loan debt of Taylor gradu-
ates has remained slightly just the national aver-
age for years, with the 2012 average at $26,003 
for Taylor students and $27,000 nationally. “I 
guess the difference between public and private 
isn’t as drastic as it would seem,” Nace said. “And 
historically, that’s been very consistent.”

Employment numbers were also more opti-
mistic, with a 3 percent unemployment rate for 
2011 graduates, compared to a national unem-
ployment rate of 8.8 percent. But 16 percent 
were still underemployed, and with nearly 50 
percent of all Taylor students relying on student 
loans, repayment can be a struggle. Loan pay-

ments are flexible by income, and payments are 
not required during periods of unemployment. 
However, interest still builds during these times.

To help students, the university recently 
joined the Loan Assistance Repayment Program, 
available to those making less than $40,000. Pay-
ment assistance is adjusted per individual in-
come, with those making less than $20,000 a 
year being reimbursed fully per month.

 “We entered into that to give some students 
peace of mind,” Nace said.  “This organization 
helps them make that. The stipulation is that 
you have to work, even if it’s flipping burgers at 
McDonald’s.”

A recent study by Georgetown University 
found reason for optimism, however. Nearly 
200,000 jobs were added during the recession for 
those with a bachelor’s degree or better, and an-
other 2 million have been added during the re-
covery for the same group.

“It is a tough job market for college graduates 
but far worse for those without a college degree,” 
Anthony Carnevale, author of the study, said in a 
release.

ECONOMIC CONTINUEDTAYLOR’S CONTINUED

“We want to have long-
term relationships with 
our alumni. . . . If we can 
do things things to help 

strengthen that connection 
in the first ten years, then 

that’s more likely to persist 
the rest of their lives.”

the time, Loy says one thing that shocks current 
students is Taylor’s former size.

The class of ’62 came to a campus of 700 stu-
dents in 1958 — the same year “The Dome” (now 
the student union) opened as a dining hall con-
nected to the old Samuel Morris Hall.

“All of the buildings that are now located (south 
of campus) essentially behind Ayres Memorial Hall 
did not exist,” said Williams who was hall director 
in MCW before it closed in 1975, and she became 
the first hall director in English Hall.

Because the class of ’62 came to Taylor only 
13 years after War War II, Williams says many of 
her classmates were the first in their families to 
attend college.

As part of the 50th reunion, class committee 
member and Taylor’s former director of publicity 
Jim Terhune compiled a class memoir book with 

his wife and fellow ’62 grad Fran.
Another committee member Gary Dausey is 

hosting a memorial service at 1:45 p.m. today in 
the Butz-Carruth Recital Hall to honor 33 class 
members who have passed away.

When Dausey was a student, he participated 
in Youth Conference, Taylor Gospel teams and 
even pastored a small church 45 minutes east of 
campus.

As he reflects this weekend, he says his alma 
mater still embodies the integration of faith and 
learning he appreciated as a student.

“There was then, as I sense there is now, a desire 
to both grow in the Lord and to be used by him,” 
Dausey said.

CELEBRATING CONTINUED

Today’s reunion events for the class of ’62
12-1:30 p.m. Afternoon in the Archives, Zondervan 
1:30 p.m. Class photo, Butz-Carruth Recital Hall
1:45 p.m. Memorial Service, Butz-Carruth Recital Hall
5 p.m. Class dinner and program, Alspaugh East


