
Trojans Crush 
Concordia 

One hundred years ago, Taylor students 
created a semi-monthly pamphlet to      
connect campus. 

They called it The Echo because it 
repeated (or “echoed”) news of the week 
and provided a platform for students 
to discuss issues from prohibition to 

religious rights, community concerns to                   
international affairs.

Now The Echo is assuming a larger 
ro l e  in  campus ,  lo ca l  and g lo b al                                     
communications. At 3 p.m. today, the         
Taylor University Echo will be officially 
online at TheEchoNews.com.

We are maintaining our weekly 12-page 
paper, and the entire paper will not be 

online. But The Echo staff will select one 
story from each page of the paper to be 
published on our website every Friday. 

Throughout the week, we will add      
breaking news stories, photo galleries and 
video coverage to allow students, parents, 
alumni and the local community to engage 
with Taylor news like never before.

Ultimately, our website’s purpose is 

rooted in the century-old principles of our 
1913 staff. 

We want Taylor voices discussing       
important issues to echo in our community.

Now our echo is going global.
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This generation of American students 
has been raised to believe in the col-
lege dream. They were going to be 
teachers, nurses and researchers. 
Some were going to be politicians and 
engineers and physicists. They were 
going to rise above the previous gener-
ation, taking advantage of the social 
and economic mobility granted to 
them by an education. But more and 
more, college graduates are settling for 
jobs as baristas and sales clerks, the 
realization of the American dream still 
out of reach.

The reality of underemployment for 
young college graduates has been grim. 
Nearly one in two Bachelor’s degree 

holders under 25 are unemployed or 
underemployed, according to an Asso-
ciated Press analysis of government 
data, due in part to the decade’s long 
shift to a more educated work force. 
This, coupled with rising tuition costs 
and a national student loan debt of         
$1 trillion, has created a disenchanted 
youth.

“Simply put, we’re failing kids coming 
out of college,” Andrew Sum, director 
of the Center for Labor Market Studies 
at Northeastern University told the As-
sociated Press. “We’re going to need a 
lot better job growth and connections 

So you think you can dance? Join Sonya 
Tayeh for her master class this weekend. 
Read more on page 3.

The Echo breaks down the past 100 years 
of the paper’s physical history. Check out 
the century-long timeline. Read more on 
pages 6 and 7.

Taylor students have created an inten-
tional community that exists only on the 
Web. Part practical, part humorous, 
sometimes strange, Taylor’s Internet sub-
sculture is thriving. Read more on page 5.

The women’s soccer team comes up with 
a dominating victory on senior night. 
Read more on page 12.

Kyle Van Buren knows what it’s like 
to have to wait.

When the 2007 Taylor alum was 
a junior, he had his eye on fellow 
Lighthouse trip member Stacey, 
now his wife.

“If you’re familiar with the Light-
house experience . . . it’s kind of 
hands-off on dating your team 
members,” Van Buren said. “I was 
able to kind of get to know her a lot 
better through all that, and then we 
kinda started hanging out more.”

This weekend, as graduates de-
scend on Upland for homecoming 
weekend, Taylor’s alumni relations 
office is in the midst of its own 
courtship: reconnecting with young 
alums like Van Buren through a pro-
gram called the Taylor Ten.

Taylor administrators hope to 
draw on the power of memories 
such as Van Buren’s to create a 
stronger network of recent gradu-
ates, a group on which the Univer-
sity has not focused in the past few 
years, according to Associate Vice 
President for Alumni and Parent 
Relations Brent Rudin.

“We want to have long-term rela-
tionships with our alumni,” Rudin 
said. “If we can do things things to 

KARA HACKETT 
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Celebrating 
the same 
Taylor 50 
years later

As students during some of Taylor’s most 
turbulent times, the class of 1962 is celebrat-
ing their 50th reunion this weekend by giving 
back in more ways than one.

During chapel this morning the class pre-
sented President Eugene Habecker with a 
check for $1,431,069 to be used for student 
scholarships.

According to Regional Director of Develop-
ment Nelson Rediger, this donation is the 
third largest of 25 consecutive donations 
made by homecoming classes celebrating 
50th reunions.

More importantly, Rediger says the class 
of ’62 is distinctive because it has the largest 
number of Taylor grads who have served at 
Taylor for some or all of their careers.

“Never before have we had a class with 
so many people who’ve done something at 
Taylor,” Rediger said. “You talk about giving 
back to their alma mater. This class has done 
more than ever.”

Among the names are faculty members 
Phil Loy, Jan Jenkinson, Ned Stucky, Tim 
Diller, Roger Roth, Dalton van Valkenberg, 
Robert Blume, Mozelle Williams and Jim 
Terhune.

But when these alumni were sophomores, 
Taylor as we know it nearly ceased to exist.

Taylor’s old Administration Building 
burned in the middle of the night on Jan. 16, 
1960, destroying classrooms, faculty offices, 
a museum and student records.

Class committee member Mozelle Wil-
liams says students had to reconstruct their 
transcripts by piecing together previous 
grade reports and paperwork.

“For a brief period of time, there was discus-
sion of moving the campus to Florida, but 
ultimately, the decision was made to remain 
in Upland,” Williams said.

Political Science Professor Phil Loy 
remembers watching the “Ad Building” burn 
in the middle of the night from his porch on 
the second floor of Swallow Robin Hall.

Loy says the fire was on a Friday night, so 
students and faculty worked together that 
weekend to create makeshift classroom 
space in the basement of Magee-Campbell-
Wisconsin (MCW) dormitory west of the 
student union.  

“The fire was a very traumatic event,” Loy 
said. “There’s no reason this institution 
survived that except by the grace of God. . . . 
God’s had his hand on this place.”

Loy became a professor at Taylor in Janu-
ary 1965, teaching students he lived on the 
same residence hall floor with when he was 
a senior and they were freshmen.

Along with Taylor’s lack of development at 
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Hugo Chavez saw re-election as Venezu-
ela’s president, but may not be able to 
repair damage already done to the coun-
try’s economy. Read more on page 4.
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Class of 1962’s donation 
reflects legacy of giving back
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Un i v e r s i t y  s e e k s  t o 
improve relations with 
the recently-graduated

Kyle and Stacey Van Buren with their son Weston, now four months old. The couple 
graduated in 2007 and now lives in Indianapolis.

help strengthen that connection in the 
first ten years, then that’s more likely to 
persist the rest of their lives.”

The concept, known as the Taylor Ten 
( for graduates who are no more than ten 
years removed from Taylor), is an effort 
to network with new alumni on the for-
mer students’ terms.

That means networking with young al-

ums, helping them find jobs and putting 
on events to help them reconnect.

Taylor put on an event at the Chicago 
restaurant Portillo’s in mid-September 
to give the large population of young 
alumni in the area a place to gather.

“We truly want to provide a network, 
a service, encouragement, helping peo-
ple find other Taylor folks that are near 

them,” Rudin said. “That’s what this is all 
about, and keeping them connected to 
the university.”

Although programming for young 
alumni has always existed, the focus on 
finding ways to connect with the demo-
graphic is new.
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