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“ S I N G  N O E L” C H R I STM A S 
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NEWS
November 30, 2012 FRIDAY

Top 5 News Events of the Week

Saturday Wednesday ThursdayTuesdaySunday

In The Loop

2

“Both want to make cuts, but neither 
wants to give anything up. 
Compromise needs to happen on 
both sides.”  

CONGRESS SEEKS TO AVOID 
FALLING OFF THE FISCAL CLIFF

A D O R AT I O N  & C H AM B E R 
E N S E M B L E S  C O N C E RT 
7:30 p.m., Butz-Carruth 
Recital Hall

Monday
C H A PE L :  PA ST O R 
R A N DY  GRU E N DY K E 
10 a.m., Rediger Auditorium

With the growth of January Term trips, 
such as Lighthouse and the Bible depart-
ment’s Footsteps of Paul, the opportunity 
to study abroad has been given to more 
students.

And with the opportunity, student 
interest has grown. Every year, admin-
istration counts on at least 50 students 
participating in the Irish Studies Program, 
which Bennett says is the biggest recur-
ring semester program. January Bible 
department trips to Turkey, Greece and 
Italy, and Jerusalem account for another 
hundred or so, as do Lighthouse trips.

Short-term trips — meaning summer, 
January, or trips lasting 8 weeks or less — 
accounted for 58 percent of U.S. students 
studying abroad in the 2010 to 2011 term, 
according to Open Doors.

Last year, out of the 517 students Taylor 
sent abroad, 433 were on short-term trips.

According to Lighthouse Director 
Jenny Collins, 89 students participated in 
Lighthouse last J-term, and 110, including 
28 Honors freshmen, are participating 
this coming January.

Lighthouse trips, though mission-
oriented, count in Open Doors statistics 
because students earn 4 academic credits 
through participation: 3 in January and 1 

in a fall preparatory course, which intro-
duces students to the culture they will 
enter.

This year, Lighthouse is sending teams 
to three new locations: Nepal, Peru and 
Ghana. All of the teams work with part-

ner organizations that have a permanent 
or semi-permanent presence in the teams’ 
respective destinations. When the teams 
return to campus, the Lighthouse office 
provides debriefing opportunities and 
programming.

“A significant percent [of the partici-
pants] have had a previous cross-cultural 
experience,” Collins said. “But not every-
one. We certainly have students this time 
who have never flown before.”

While Bennett said overseas travel 
is not as intimidating for today’s glob-

ally mobile generation as it was for his, a 
new semester-abroad program is being 
offered that may attract the culturally-
timid. The program is a partnership with 
York St. John University in York, England. 
This spring, Taylor is sending its first stu-
dent, junior Professional Writing major 
Demelza Ramirez.

“One of the reasons we pursued that 
was because there are some students who 
are still nervous about going to a more 
exotic culture,” Bennett said. “England 
speaks a form of English and the culture 
is similar . . . It provides a low-threat level 
opportunity.”

Taylor study abroad is seen through the 
lens of the Great Commission.

According to Collins, every aspect of 
Lighthouse — the preparation, trip and 
debriefing — has a goal of preparing stu-
dents for a life of service alongside people 
different from them.

“Our situation here in the States is be-
coming more and more diverse all the 
time, so even if they don’t serve overseas 
again, they’re better prepared to serve 
here alongside the diverse U.S. popula-
tion.”

Bennett said we want to share the Gos-
pel around the world and the high rank-
ings from Open Doors show that “Taylor 
is living out its mission.”

This year the price for each team is a 
flat fee of $100 paid upfront by the team 
captain. Then the captain is responsible 
for recruiting and collecting money 
from students interested in joining 
their team.

Sophomore Courtney Forkner who 
might be a captain for 4th Bergwall’s 
basketball team this year says becom-
ing a captain is now a big commitment 
because you have to pay $100 and 
depend on your teammates to pay you 
back.

Forkner says even if a captain recruits 
15 players, the price is still $7 per player, 
which is $2 more than last year.

“Money is the biggest frustration,” 
Forkner said. “We’re college students, 
and we don’t have that much money 
to spend. I don’t know what is costing 
so much.”

Denney says increased fees were 
necessary this year because last year 
the intramural program only brought in 
$9,900 of the $20,000 it cost the athletic 
department to run.

Each year the department foots a 
bill for $20,000 to support intramural 
programming.

“That’s $20,000 that’s not taken care of,” 
Denney said. “Part of my job is I have to 
make up for that number.”

Within the budget for intramural pro-
grams, $14,000 goes to student salaries 
for referees; $5,000 goes to program 
development for costs like lining fields, 
t-shirts and new balls; and the remain-
ing $1,000 goes to program fees and 
development.

“We are just above our line now,” Den-
ney said. “We’re sustaining what we 
need to do. In the past we went into 
debt.”

Now that administrators are consid-
ering moving Campus Recreation under 
TSO in Student Development, more 
budgeting questions arise.

“From what I ’ve heard from other 
people, TSO already works with a tight 
budget, so it would be interesting to see 
how much changes with how much sup-
port they can give to the (intramural) 
program,” Thompson said.

Director of Student Leadership Steve 
Austin says discussions about bringing 
intramurals under TSO are still in the 
beginning stages, and nothing has been 
determined yet about specific budget 
requirements.

Regardless, Denney says the poten-
tial move to Student Development is a 
logical step for Campus Recreation as 
a more community-conducive program, 
and he hopes the trajectory of the new 
programming is exemplified in its new 
name.

“Intramurals means to be ‘in walls,’” 
Denney said. “We’re not within walls. 
We’re in community. Campus Recre-
ation is going beyond the competitive 
realm.”

TAYLOR CONTINUED CREATING CONTINUED

“To be the absolute number 
fifth largest sending institution 

among all baccalaureate 
institutions . . . that’s an 

amazing testimony to our 
students’ interest in doing this.” 

- Chris Bennett

America could be staring at another 
recession in the very near future as it 
approaches the edge of the so-called 

“fiscal cliff.”
Tax increases and spending cuts 

scheduled for Jan. 1 would go into ef-
fect to reduce the deficit, but would 
cause a recession if all done at the 
same time. Many of the big tax cuts are 
set to expire, increasing household tax-
es by about $3,500, according to USA 
Today. President Obama and Congress 
must agree to a compromise to avoid 
the significant blow to the economy.

Congress is in a stalemate between 
Republicans who want to avoid raising 
taxes on the wealthy and Democrats, 
who are reluctant to make cuts to gov-
ernment programs like Medicare and 
Medicaid, according to the Los Ange-
les Times. The Congressional Budget 
Office reports raising taxes on the rich 
will raise $824 billion over 10 years. 
The overall debt is $16 trillion.

Because of the Thanksgiving recess, 

there has been little progress made 
towards finding a compromise, said 
Illinois Senator Dick Durbin according 
to the Huffington Post.

“When leaders of the Republicans 
and Democrats alike are head-strong 
ideologues, there is less room for com-
promise,” said Stephen King, Political 
Science professor. “I would suspect 
that some type of agreement, probably 
temporary will be adopted, with the 
idea that a long-term situation must 
be reached by the end of the tempo-
rary period.”

Saxby Chambliss and Lindsey Gra-
ham, ranking Republicans in the Sen-
ate, are thinking of going back on their 
pledge to never vote in favor of raising 
taxes.

Obama is demanding Congress im-
mediately extend the tax breaks for ev-
eryone but the top 2 percent to avoid 
the cliff, according to The Washington 
Post. “President Obama and Demo-
cratic candidates campaigned on the 

idea that the wealthiest Americans 
should be asked to pay a little more 
in taxes — and voters endorsed it,” 
Durbin said. According to USA Today, 
Durbin said the Democrats will fight 
any attempts to make cuts to Obam-
acare or any effort to privatize Social 
Security or Medicare.

“If falling off the fiscal cliff means 
what the economic experts say it 
means, which is among other things 
fewer jobs, due to so many layoffs and 
plant closings and the like, then stu-
dents graduating in May will probably 
find a tough job market,” King said.

Because Congress and the President 
are so partisan, it could be tough to 
find a compromise. 

“I do not see any positive outcomes 
coming from between the two par-
ties,” said senior Keith Ives, a Business 
Management major. “Both want to 
make cuts, but neither wants to give 
anything up. Compromise needs to 
happen on both sides.”

Congress seeks to avoid falling off fiscal cliff

NOELLE SMITH 
CONTRIBUTOR

Lawmakers work to avoid automatic spending cuts, tax increases

   UPLAND health & diagnostics

   TAYLOR  
   student health center    UPLAND  health & diagnostics@

   PHONE  
(765) 660-7520

what we offer:
The Center offers a Nurse Practitioner on  
site exclusively for Taylor students, along with 
some pharmacy and lab services included as 
part of the student health center fee.
             
Sandy Wright, FNP, APRN-BC

Adrienne Howard, FNP-C

additional services:
Additional services and specialties are also 
available to be billed to the student’s  
insurance. Services offered on site include:

•  Board Certified Physician Staff
•  Lab Services

            

hours of operation:
Monday-Friday:  9am – 5pm
(closed noon - 1pm)
Saturday, Sunday  
and Holidays:  closed            

location:
The Taylor Student Health  
   Center is located at  
1809 S. Main Street 
Upland, IN 46989

Accepting patients by walk-in and appointment  

statistics from treasurydirect.gov
infograhic by Jared Rauh

Go Deeper:
If you have questions, concerns or 
ideas to improve Campus Recreation, 
contact Campus Recreation Director 
Logan Denney.

“When leaders of the Republi-
cans and Democrats alike are 
head-strong ideologues, there 
is less room for compromise. I 
would suspect that some type 
of agreement, probably tempo-
rary will be adopted, with the 

idea that a long-term situation 
must be reached by the end of 

the temporary period.”
- Stephen King


