
building requires.
Since students pay fees to live in 

dorms, Taylor can afford to build the 
dorm on a bond issue, or loan, that will 
be paid off over time by the revenue the 
building brings in.

Vice President of Finance Stephen Ol-
son says the dorm will likely cost $10 mil-
lion, and about 65 percent of that will be 
financed through debt.

But the new dorm will provide space 
for 150 new students on campus, so it es-
sentially funds itself.

“We’re not raising your tuition to pay 
for it,” Trudeau said.

On the other hand, since the new stu-
dent union is not guaranteed to bring 
in revenue, Taylor prefers funding it en-
tirely through gifts from donors rather 
than through debt, according to Vice 
President for Business Administration 
Ron Sutherland.

“We generally try not to borrow on 
buildings that don’t have revenue com-
ing in on them,” Sutherland said.

The campus center is projected to cost 
$20 million, and Olson says a debt of that 
magnitude would require annual pay-
ments funded through Taylor’s budget, 
adding a large expense.

“In order to identify and secure con-
tributions of the magnitude needed to 
finance this (campus center) project, the 
administration is working through the 
necessary planning stages, and those 
stages take time,” Olson said.

Vice President for Advancement Ben 
Sells is putting together a fundraising 
case or financial plan for the campus 
center this semester, and he says in cam-
paigns this size, a “leadership gift,” or 
first gift between $5 million and $8 mil-
lion, is required get the ball rolling.

“We’re talking with people and praying 
for a gift in this range,” Sells said in an 
email.

Although no official date is set for 
groundbreaking on the campus center, 
Trudeau says administrators are hoping 
to have the building’s final design and 
fundraising case ready by January. 

When all of the funds are identified 
and at least half of the funds are received, 
Taylor will begin the 12-13 month con-
struction process.

And while the campus center is under 
construction, chapel will need to be relo-
cated because Rediger Auditorium is in 
the center of the building project.

That brings to light one of Taylor’s next 
building priorities: A new chapel.

Trudeau says the chapel is probably 
10-15 years in Taylor’s future, and the 

original plan was for it to be built where 
the baseball fields are now.

But since the baseball field and dug-
outs have generated athletic enthusiasm 
after renovations last summer, adminis-
trators are now re-evaluating the future 
chapel’s location.

“We’re working on a revised campus 
master plan now,” Sutherland said.

The new master plan, including the lo-
cation of the chapel, will be approved by 
the Board of Trustees when it meets in 
early February or early May.

And unless unexpected donors offer to 
fund a different project on campus first, 
the campus center truly will be Taylor’s 
next building to break ground.

“We’d like to do it as soon as possible,” 
Sutherland said. “It’s the highest of many 
priorities to raise funds for.”
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“It kinda went from, I knew exactly 
what I was gonna do to . . . crap, I 
have no options now. . .Which is 
fine, I know it’s all gonna work out.”

 MID-YEAR GRADUATES

T H A N K S GI V I N G  B R E A K

Monday
T H A N K S GI V I N G 
C H A PE L
10 a.m., Rediger Auditorium

NEXT BIG THING CONTINUED

ing at the end of this semester and 
January are leaving Taylor, many with 
their future clouded by uncertainty.

That uncertainty may be clearing 
up somewhat, however: Fox News 
reported Wednesday that employers 
are expected to hire 5 percent more 
new college graduates in 2013, ac-
cording to a Michigan State survey.

“It kinda went from, I knew exactly 
what I was gonna do to . . . crap, I have 
no options now,” Caven said. “Which 
is fine, I know it’s all gonna work out.”

Senior Keith Ives is graduating at 
the end of the semester.

Ives is getting married in late De-
cember and will be working a grounds 
care job and a landscaping job in his 
hometown of Adrian, Mich.

Ives said the decision to graduate 
has been a goal of his since he came 
to Taylor.

“I knew I wasn’t cut out for school, 
it’s a struggle for me,” Ives said. “So 
I decided if I could get out and save 
fifteen grand, I’m all in for it.”

Senior Brandi Wilbanks has been 
in Australia since October to finish 
up her student teaching.

Although Wilbanks has enjoyed her 

teaching and the chance to explore 
a new country, there have been dif-
ficulties involved in being away from 
Taylor.

“Leaving university is a bittersweet 
thought because never again will I get 
to be surrounded by so many people I 
love all at the same time. However, as 
sad as it will be to say goodbye, I am 
ready to graduate,” Wilbanks said in 
an email. “So, ultimately, I am sad to 

graduate, but I am so ready to get out 
there and do what I thoroughly enjoy.”

Caven’s impending graduation may 
have affected his friendships during 
his senior year.

“I think it’s changed from wanting 
to just build a lot of relationships to 
focusing on just two or three major 
ones,” Caven said. “Maybe part of that 
is because I know I’m leaving.”

“We don’t go down there thinking it’s some 
pagan world,” Kimball said. “We don’t go 
down there to the heathens . . . . We’re broken 
like you are, like all of us are in this world. 
Conversations go a lot better when you’re 
starting from there.”

While Kimball said it’s always awkward 
starting off — saying “Hi” to unfamiliar peo-
ple and trying to generate a friendship out of 
thin air — he has experienced the rewards of 
personal ministry firsthand.

“I built this great friendship with a Muslim 
student at Ball State . . . over that coffeehouse 
ministry, just seeing each other every week, 
continuing conversation,” he said. “I got to 
watch him come to Christ, which was an 
amazing journey, transition to see.”

The mindset going in played a huge role.
“I really desired going into it that it would be 

something where I really get to know some-
one else,” Kimball said, “and build a relation-
ship with someone else, and speak truth into 
their life — that was where I started from, and 
if you start from that place, it’s much easier 
to continue the conversation and continue 
in friendship.”

“We are to remember that it is not what we 
say,” Hannah said in her BSU Daily News letter 
to the editor, “it is how we say it.”

Kimball and his leadership team plan to 
relaunch Taylor’s Ball State ministry next 
semester with a new point of contact. What 
they’ll employ in place of coffee as common 
denominator remains unclear, but relational 
ministry will still be the approach. Anyone 
interested in participating may contact Kim-
ball at larry_kimball@taylor.edu.

MID-YEAR CONTINUED

BALL STATE CONTINUED

   UPLAND health & diagnostics

   TAYLOR  
   student health center    UPLAND  health & diagnostics@

   PHONE  
(765) 660-7520

what we offer:
The Center offers a Nurse Practitioner on  
site exclusively for Taylor students, along with 
some pharmacy and lab services included as 
part of the student health center fee.
             
Sandy Wright, FNP, APRN-BC

Adrienne Howard, FNP-C

additional services:
Additional services and specialties are also 
available to be billed to the student’s  
insurance. Services offered on site include:

•  Board Certified Physician Staff
•  Lab Services

            

hours of operation:
Monday-Friday:  9am – 5pm
(closed noon - 1pm)
Saturday, Sunday  
and Holidays:  closed            

location:
The Taylor Student Health  
   Center is located at  
1809 S. Main Street 
Upland, IN 46989

Accepting patients by walk-in and appointment  

Three Echo articles since 2010 have 
chronicled the campus center’s 
progress.

Nov. 19, 2010: The Echo reports 
that Taylor’s board of trustees offi-
cially name the new union Taylor’s 
next big building project. But no 
location is set for the new union, 
and Vice President for Business 
Administration Ron Sutherland 
says it will take “several years” to 
raise the necessary funds.

May 13, 2011: The Echo follows 
up with the plan in an article that 
examines ways the current union 

“has fallen to overcrowding” and 
ways the new structure could “bet-
ter serve students’ needs.” Adminis-
trators and student leaders deter-
mine the new union should have 
open areas connecting outdoors, 
meeting rooms, a coffee shop, a 
grille, a large multi-purpose venue 
and ample room to study. 

Nov. 11, 2011: The Echo shows 
you a tentative blueprint for the 
new center to encompass Rediger 
Auditorium, still calling it Taylor’s 
next priority. Administrators have 
selected the Design Collaborative 
architectural firm in Fort Wayne 
to build the center. Administrators 
and student leaders are still meet-
ing to determine how the center 
will best contribute to Taylor’s twin 
goals of community and expan-
sion. The new union will have a 
two-story movie theater, meeting 
rooms for various group sizes and 
seating for 200 additional people at 
the grille and the coffee shop.

Retraction
Last weeks story “Ohio!” by Kyla Martin 
appeared without attribution. The Echo 
apologizes for this error. 

photograph by Timohty P. Riethmiller

Grille workers prepare food for students behind the counter in the student union. 

“...people might be willing to 
stay here longer because they 
just thrive and enjoy this com-

munity.” - Skip Trudeau

Infographic by McLean Roberts


