
Taylor announced in a recent e-mail to the 
student body and employees that it quali-
fies for a temporary safe harbor from the 
Federal requirement to cover contracep-
tive services. The safe harbor will go into 

effect next year during the 2013-14 school year. This 
gives Taylor two years to delay offering contraceptives 
approved by the FDA to students under the univer-
sity’s health insurance.   

This announcement was sent to the Taylor com-
munity amidst a growing number of lawsuits filed 
against the government by evangelical and Catholic 
universities which oppose the abortive pills such as 
Plan B and Ella, also known as the morning-after and 
week-after pill.

Wheaton College was the first evangelical institu-
tion to file a lawsuit against the government on July 18, 
but on Friday, Aug. 24, it was also the first evangelical 
institution to have the suit dismissed by a federal 
judge. Wheaton College plans to appeal the dismissal.     

“We have filed an appeal because the judge’s dis-
missal was not related to the merits of our argument, 
which is that being forced to comply with a mandate 
that violates it religious beliefs is a violation of the 
College’s freedom to operate in alignment with its 
religious convictions,” said LaTonya Taylor, Director 
of Media Relations at Wheaton College. 

Both Biola University and Grace College and Semi-
nary are the most recent academic institutions to 
file a federal a lawsuit against the government. The 
Alliance Defending Freedom attorneys will defend 
them as well as Louisiana College and Geneva Col-
lege, both a part of the Council for Christian Colleges 
and Universities (CCCU). CCCU member Colorado 
Christian University has also filed a lawsuit bringing 
the total number of evangelical schools that are suing 
the government up to six. 

The Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Part-
nership, a division of the Department of Health and 
Human Services, said in an email it was unable to 
comment on the pending court litigations of any of 
the evangelical universities. But a HHS press release 
on Feb. 10 explained that churches, houses of wor-
ship, and other similar are exempt from the mandate, 
but religious organizations, including Taylor, do not 
qualify for a complete exemption.   

While the contraceptive mandate protects churches 
because of religious liberty laws, faith-based college 
and universities were not considered religious orga-

nizations exempt from the contraceptive mandate 
until a recent policy change by the Department of 
Health and Human Services allowing them an extra 
year of safe harbor. 

“The Obama administration rewrote its ‘safe har-
bor’ policy to include religious institutions, giving 
Wheaton and other schools one year before they must 
comply with the mandate,” wrote Christianity Today 
on its blog early this week. Wheaton’s lawsuit was 
dismissed because it was not longer forced to provide 
contraceptives until next August.   

 Vice President of Business Administration Ron 
Sutherland explains that part of the problem higher 
education is having with the law is that it is still being 
explained. 

“What you find out with laws is that they pass the 
concept, but the exact interpretations get put out 
over time,“ Sutherland said. “So the interpretations 
are being described now.”  

But despite the constant shift in regulations, the 
underlying issue Christian schools have with the 
policy is not being considered a religious organiza-
tion exempt from the mandate. 

“They are starting to draw the line that we are not 
as religious of an organization if we do not have a 
denomination,” Sutherland said. 

Taylor administrators hope to show the govern-
ment Taylor is a religious university. 

 “We’ve always considered ourselves a religious 
institution,” Sutherland said. “But by the government’s 
ruling, we don’t seem to have the backup.”

Taylor’s employee health insurance policy is grand-
fathered, meaning the insurance is not subject to 
follow all the rules of the new contraceptive mandate 
for employees. Students will be delayed from having 
contraceptives as part of the Taylor health insurance 
plan at least until the 2014-2015 school year, but the 
contraceptive mandate could be disrupted again after 
the November election or after the full PPACA law 
goes into effect in 2014. 

“Because we have some time we don’t have to rush 
to do something,” Sutherland said.  “We want to be 
thoughtful, diligent.”    
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When senior defensive lineman and team captain 
Joey Yanaitis arrived on campus Aug. 13 for for his 
third season of Taylor football, the renovations were 
almost complete, the paint drying, the carpet freshly 
rolled.
     Before Yanaitis transferred to Taylor in January 
2010, he played two seasons at Hobart College in 
Geneva, N.Y.
     “Hobart just got new facilities before I left,” 
Yanaitis said. “Now our facilities are comparable 

— even better.”
     But Yanaitis isn’t just talking about Taylor’s new 
$3.2 million sports complex. He’s talking about the 
football field house behind Rediger Auditorium, 
recently renovated for building code compliance 
and operational use.
     “The upstairs looks com-
pletely different,” Yanaitis 
said. 
Through the south side door 
and up one flight of stairs, 
the changes stop visitors in 
their tracks. Literally. 
The staircase between the 
second and third f loors is 
gone.
     When Taylor hired archi-
tect Sam Jones of Troyer 
Group to review the facility 
for International Building Code compliance on 
March 1, Jones found the structure was lacking 
smoke detectors and a second enclosed staircase 
from the second and third floors, said Vice President 
for Business Administration Ron Sutherland in an 
April 27 edition of The Echo.
     Sutherland met with Football Coach Ron Korfm-
acher and Intercollegiate Athletics Director Angie 
Fincannon near the end of May, and they decided 
the best course of action was closing the third floor 
and moving the football offices and equipment room 
to the second floor.
     “When we looked at how much it would cost to 
‘solve the problem,’ it was more than $50,000,” Suther-
land said. “Then we thought: Is there something 
better we can do here?”
     One need for football players and staff was more 
space for team meetings. Korfmacher was named 
coach in 2008 when the football team had 56 players. 
Since then, the team has grown, and this season it 

has an active roster of 79 players. Along with four 
managers and four staff assistants, 87 students are 
involved with the team, not including the coaching 
staff, so summer renovations expanded the class-
room for team meetings (initially constructed to 
hold 25-30 students) to twice its former size and 
outfitted the room with enough desks to accom-
modate the team.
     The classroom expanded on what was formerly the 
field house’s open upper deck, which was also closed 
off to create two additional offices, a meeting room 
and an equipment storage room.
     “It’s more operational to be on one floor,” Korf-
macher said.
     Less conspicuous changes to the facility include 
an additional central heating and cooling system, 

new gutters and a fresh 
coat of paint on the build-
ing’s exterior, according to 
Sutherland.  Astroturf was 
also added in the large open 
field area, and the walls 
were painted by the athletic 
department staff.
     “That was like a facelift,” 
Korfmacher said .  “ The 
rest was an operational 
lift.” Sutherland says other 
changes are still in process. 

Maintenance will finish installing smoke detectors 
throughout the building Friday, and a door and fire 
escape staircase will be installed no later than Sept. 
28. Director of Facility Services Greg Eley says there 
is a 6-8 week lead time for steel fire escapes with 
custom dimensions. The second staircase will be 
constructed on the east wall of the second floor.
     The field house was built to code in 1965 as a 

“temporary structure,” according to a Sept. 15, 1965, 
edition of The Echo. But in the mid-1990s, the foot-
ball staff built a third floor with eight faculty desks 
within the existing structure, necessitating a second 
enclosed exit from the upper floors. The third floor is 
now only used for bulk storage and only accessible 
from a ladder inside the building.
     Yanaitis says the team is now putting the two 
remaining floors to better use.
     “The rooms are big enough now, and they look 
good,” Yanaitis said. “It’s like, ‘This is Taylor football,’ 
and it’s something I’m proud of.”
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National September 11 Memorial and 
Museum.   

According to The Wall Street Journal, 
Port Authority seeks more control over 
the site and hopes to see an oversight 
group representing the governors and vic-
tims’ families monitoring the site, includ-
ing its finances.

Gov. Cuomo and Gov. Christie have re-
quested the National Park Services man-
age and fund the site, making it federal 
property rather than state. Cuomo’s of-
fice told The Wall Street Journal it is un-
clear whether the foundation can handle 
the projected costs in the future, and he 

hopes the federal government will aid in 
funding.

Angowksi believes the federal govern-
ment should pay for the memorial and 
the museum.  

“It should be federal because the whole 
nation suffered, not just New York City,” 
Angowski said. “We weren’t the only ones 
who suffered. New York taxes are high to 
begin with, and I think it would show that 
we’re all in this together if it was federal.”
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“That was like a facelift . . . . The rest was 
an operational lift.”  - Ron Korfmacher
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“The rooms are big enough 
now, and they look good. 

It’s like, ‘This is Taylor 
football,’ and it’s some-

thing I’m proud of.”

In Depth Coverage:
See the HHS press release for specific guidelines 
about the contraceptive mandate at 
www.hhs.gov/news.

September 11th Memorial and Museum commemorates 9/11 terrorist attack in New York City.  
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