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The case for gay acceptance in 
the Catholic Church

(theatlantic.com)

Supreme Court appears poised 
to nullify entire healthcare law

(latimes.com)

Facelift project for Hollywood stirs 
divisions

(nytimes.com)

Depite delegate math, Santorum 
and Gingrich remain steadfast

(chicagotribune.com)

Outcry mounts, answers few in 
Trayvon Martin shooting

(cnn.com)

Top 5 News Events of the Week

“We strive to prepare stu-
dents to work in Christian 

or secular media but to always place their Christian values first,” 
John said. “From what I know of the film, it certainly seems that 
Jason is doing that.”

“I’m thrilled that after only five years out of school, he’s already 
found an opportunity to act in a feature film,” Kathy said. 

While this is Burkey’s first time acting in a national feature film, 
he was a veteran of his production team, which included female lead 
actress Rachel Hendrix and working under the direction of producers 
Jon and Andrew Erwin. 

Burkey said working with the Erwin brothers was like a family 
reunion of sorts. The pair have experiences ranging from working as 
camera operators for ESP in their youth, to producing music videos 
for platinum artists such as Amy Grant, Michael W. Smith and 
Casting Crowns.  They’ve received three consecutive wins for Music 
Video of the Year at the GMA Dove Awards, along with numerous 
nominations. 

“Jon works the camera,” Burkey said. “He’s got a great eye. Andy 
works more directly with the actors. I love working with them.”

Burkey attributes his time in Taylor theater productions as being 
highly influential as he began acting. 

“Being a part of Taylor theatre without a doubt helped shape me 
as an actor,” Burkey said. “It’s where I really learned character and 
scene study, both very vital aspects of an acting career. The theatre 
was actually the main reason I decided to come to Taylor. My sister 
had been an integral part of it, and I got to see firsthand just how 
professional and fun it was.”

Covered recently in NPR news, “October Baby” was analyzed for 
its appeal to Christian movie-goers.

 “More and more, Hollywood is not shutting the door down on these 
Christian films because they see that the profit margin is there,” said 
religion and film critic Paul Bond to NPR news.

The LA Times called it “a film whose poignancy is hard to deny 
whatever side of the abortion debate you fall on.”

Friday
ConCert for a Cause
Shonlock, Everyday Sunday, All Things New, Nate 
Feuerstein,Grant Woell 
Indiana Wesleyan University Chapel-Auditorium
Tickets are $5 or 5 non-perishable food items
7:30 p.m.

rejeCt show
Rediger Auditorium
$5 tickets
8:15 p.m.

saturday
honors ConferenCe

“Restoration of the Other: Bridging the Gap between Us and 
Them”
Rupp Atrium and Rediger Auditorium
9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Community easter egg hunt
Hosted by The Sterling House of Marion 
2452 W. Kem Rd.
Marion, IN 46952 
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

soul’d out Quartet in ConCert 
Vintage gospel music with modern styles 
Epworth United Methodist Church
105 West 8th
Matthews, IN 46957
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Monday 
Chapel — pastor jon platek
Akron, OH 
Rediger Auditorium
10 a.m. 

alli  Coate: threads exhibit 
Freelance artist from Providence, R.I. 
Beard Art Center Galleries - IWU
4201 S. Washington St.
Marion, IN 46953 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

taylor university musiC department 
guest reCital
Featuring Loralee Songer, mezzo soprano 
Recital Hall
7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

wednesday 
Chapel — pastor randall gruendyke
Rediger Auditorium  
10 a.m. 

holy week saCred ConCert
Taylor Wind Ensemble
Rediger Auditorium  
7:30 pm

More than a month after the shooting 
of 17-year-old African-American Tray-
von Martin, waves of protest spread a 

dialogue about racial justice across the nation.
The coast-to-coast controversy began after Martin was shot 

by white-Hispanic neighborhood watchman George Zimmerman. 
Although it was originally contained to local and state broad-
casts, the news gained national interest upon the discovery that 
Martin, armed only with Skittles and a bottle of iced tea, was 
allegedly assaulted by Zimmerman after the watchman grew 
suspicious on grounds of racial profiling.

However, there are some who believe Zimmerman is not at 
fault. 

“The reason why he was following this suspicious person that 
he saw was because the neighborhood had a rash of break-ins,” 
Joe Oliver, a family friend of Zimmerman’s, told ABC News. 

“George had no intention of taking anyone’s life. He cried for 
days after.”

Eyewitnesses of the incident also report that Martin assaulted 
Zimmerman and that the watchman’s response was a matter of 
self-defense. On the other hand, a recently released 911 dispatch 
recording reveals that Zimmerman began following Martin on 
the basis of the boy’s “real suspicious” appearance. 

From the midst of this disparate collection of evidence has 
emerged an intense dialogue about race. College and university 
students across the nation are especially invested in the issue. 
According to a report from The Huffington Post, students have 
organized rallies and protests in states like California, Texas, 
Indiana, New York and Florida. 

“First and foremost it is a tragedy,” said Clark Atlanta Uni-
versity sophomore Tyler Joshua Green to the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution. “Not just for him and family, but for the race. . . . 
But there is still hope and justice and people trying to find that 

and keep that alive. With any tragedy, there is something to be 
gained out of it.”

Leticia Starks, President of the Black Student Union at Tay-
lor, said she believes Martin’s murder has been instrumental 
in bringing many ignored racial issues to the attention of the 
nation. 

“I’m glad people are stepping out and protesting against this 
injustice,” Starks said. “I believe if justice is not served, we can 
easily see this case spreading and causing more problems. Or 
we could easily slip back into segregation.” 

According to Kate Camara, president of Taylor’s Multi-Ethnic 
Student Association, race is a permanent, controversial element 
of our society that cannot be disregarded. 

“Your race is your skin color, your facial features, your culture,” 
Camara said. “It is a sensitive subject because it is so closely 
tied to our hearts.”

The nationwide discussion that surrounds Martin’s case has 
raised questions about the absolution of stereotypes and divi-
sions among Taylor’s multi-ethnic student body. Similarities, not 
differences, should be a more recognized element, according to 
freshman Peter Safell. 

“I think we as a nation have lessened our efforts to remove 
racial divides that weaken us as a people,” Saffell said. “We 
may not get along with everyone, but in the end, we are all one 
people and should act as such.” 

Martin’s case provides an example of how Americans can 
better act as one people by refusing to judge other races based 
upon their appearance, according to Starks.

“If we can understand injustice, and if we can understand 
what justice is, then no matter what, we should be able to come 
together,” Starks said. “Just to see that somebody is there to 
notice injustice and see what’s going on, whether it’s toward 
black or white, we need to come together and lift each other up.”
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a Question of raCe

escape confinement.
His lessons involve ques-

tion-and-answer sessions, prayers and prayer request cards.
“Sometimes I get a card asking for prayer because they are 

innocent of the accusations,” Meadors said. “Other times there 
are confessions of horrible crimes.”

Prisons are rated by security level from one to four, four being 
the highest. Pendleton is a medium-plus facility. It includes three 
prisons: a high security four, a juvenile delinquency facility and 
the facility Meadors serves, a 3.5.

From the comments on prayer cards, Meadors knows at least 
one or two of the men are murderers. Others are sex offenders, 
and most are detoxing from drugs.

This makes the ministry a cross-cultural experience for Taylor 
students.

“It’s like a trip to a foreign country in that just being there and 
absorbing it can be transformational,” Meadors said.

When it comes to interacting with the prisoners, new students 

are always nervous.
“I’ve done something similar to this before, but it’s very nerve-

wracking for me even thinking about doing it again because it’s 
so outside my comfort zone,” said senior Christian education 
major Adam Potelicki, who plans to participate in the ministry 
this year.

To alleviate some of the pressure, Meadors does the majority 
of the teaching and allows students to focus on building relation-
ships.

“It’s an atmosphere where students — because of a lack of 
experience and discomfort — aren’t ready to engage in teaching 
but are able to engage in discussion and mutual encouragement,” 
Meadors said.

Potelicki looks forward to the challenge.
“Prison ministry is such a huge need because so many people 

are uncomfortable doing it or feel like prisoners don’t deserve it,” 
Potelicki said. “You have to say, ‘I realize they’ve messed up, but 
I’ve messed up in my life so I’m still going to show them grace. 

I’m still going to show them love.’”
Meadors shares Potelicki’s compassion.

“Jesus said if you minister to those in prison, you minister to 
me,” Meadors said. “I feel very convicted this ministry is perform-
ing the work of Christ as he’s called us to perform it in imitation 
of him and in faithfulness to his word of discipleship in Scripture.”

Meadors has compassion because he knows prison is only half 
the battle. Here, all men are the same. But when they leave — if 
they leave — the world will treat them differently.

The men will need jobs. They will need to turn their lives 
around. They will need to feel like they are not alone.

“These are men who are very confessional of the nature of their 
sin,” Meadors said. “They know they’ve made mistakes and have 
the challenge of rebuilding, starting over and digging deep to 
find hope in a very dark world — a world that is not going to 
welcome them back.”

For more information about prison ministry at Pendleton, 
contact Ed Meadors at edmeadors@taylor.edu.

Breaking Continued

OctOber Continued

from Belfast, Ireland will 
talk about their own expe-

riences in Ireland and the political and religious divisions that 
exist there. They want students to see how they can break down 
barriers in their own communities.

“Ed and I are hoping to be more of the pragmatic, practical, 
personal side of the conference,” Stockman said.

The conference topic was inspired by the Honors Guild’s 
theme this year, “Restoration of the Other: Justice, Mercy and 
Faithfulness.”

“At the very basic level, I hope [students] have a better under-
standing and knowledge of reconciliation and restoration,” Lehr 
said. “Hopefully they’ll be able to see areas of justice and forgive-
ness a little differently.”

Students can still register at hc.taylor.edu.

Dr. Joseph 
D’Souza
“End of Oppres-
sion: Restoring 
God-Given 
Dignity to India’s 
Dalits and India’s 
Poor”
10:00-11:00 
a.m., Rediger 
Auditorium

Dr. Miroslav 
Volf
“Honor Everyone: 
Respecting Those 
from Whom We 
Strongly Differ”
3:30-4:30 p.m., 
Rediger Audito-
rium

Carl 
Medearis
“Jesus bridges the 
gap”
11:10 a.m.-12:10 
p.m. & 1:00-2:00 
p.m., Recital Hall

Steve 
Stockman
“The Northern 
Ireland Troubles: 
Too Many 
Protestants and 
Catholics but 
Not Enough 
Christians”
2:15-3:15 p.m., 
Rediger Audito-
rium

Ed Petersen
“The Northern 
Ireland Troubles: 
Too Many 
Protestants and 
Catholics but 
Not Enough 
Christians”
2:15-3:15 p.m., 
Rediger Audito-
rium

Matthew 
Soerens
“Who is my 
neighbor?”
11:10 a.m.-12:10 
p.m. & 1:00-2:00 
p.m., Mitchell 
Theater

Cecilia O. 
Macias
“Why are all the 
White kids sitting 
together in the 
Cafeteria?”
11:10 a.m.-12:10 
p.m. & 1:00-2:00 
p.m., Ayres 215

Felicia Case
“Why are all the 
White kids sitting 
together in the 
Cafeteria?”
11:10 a.m.-12:10 
p.m. & 1:00-2:00 
p.m.,  Ayres 215

Kevin Diller
“Theologies of 
Reconciliation 
and the Injustice 
of Forgiveness”
11:10 a.m.-12:10 
p.m. & 1:00-2:00 
p.m., Rupp 203-
205

ConferenCe Continued

Protesters, donning hoods and bearing Skittles in remembrance of him, rally against racial profiling in Trayvon Martin’s hometown of Sanford, Fla.
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