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Why homeschooling is a boon 
to a liberal society

(theatlantic.com)

Forced to run, girl, 9, dies in 
punishment for eating candy

(latimes.com)

As gas prices surge, Obama de-
fends his energy policy

(nytimes.com)

Bradley Manning charged in 
WikiLeaks case

(chicagotribune.com)

Newark mayor urges probe into 
NYPD spying program

(cnn.com)

Top 5 News Events of the Week

Department announcements
representing all departments on a weekly basis

PHP enGLIsH
Sport Management majors 
will attend the NFL Combine 
Sports Management Career 
Conference in Indianapolis 
on Feb. 17 and 18.

Guest speaker Lauren 
Sterrett is part of the spring 
guest lecture series on 
March 5 at 7 p.m. in    
Eichling Aquatics Wing 
room 108.  

The Senior English Night is 
Feb. 28 at 6 p.m.  Four stu-
dents will read their senior 
papers.

Dan Bowman just released 
a book of poetry. Visit the 
English blog at english.tay-
lor.edu for more information.

The Making Literature 
Conference will be held in 
Feburary of 2013 with fic-
tion writing coach Brett Lott.

Want to tell students about your 
department’s achievements and 

upcoming events? 

e-mail news at 
taylor.theecho.news@gmail.com

pancy” remains the same.
Office and classroom renovations in 1980 and the mid-1990s on 

the building’s second and third floors changed its classification and 
occupancy. 

When the field house was last inspected in 2003, it was classified 
as a “public assembly,” or Section 303 Assembly Group A occupancy, 
according to Eley. The field house fits this categorization as a gym-
nasium without spectator seating and a lecture hall, according to the 
International Building Code. 

However, because the building had offices in use at the time of the 
2003 inspection, it arguably could have been inspected as a Section 
304 Business Group B structure, according to the International 
Building Code. 

“It’s not just a public assembly now,” Eley said. “We want it to be 
reviewed again, considering how it is currently used as a public 
assembly, office and classroom.”

Today, the field house, open from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. every day, is 
occupied by a “constant flow” of football staff and 75 players, according 
to Head Football Coach Ron Korfmacher. 

During offseason, most players cycle through the building between 
2 p.m. and 6 p.m. four days each week for weight training. Beginning 
in April, about 55 players will occupy the second floor classroom on 
a daily workweek basis for spring ball meetings.

“The classroom is what we’ve outgrown the most,” Korfmacher said. 
The classroom, which held 25-30 students when it was in academic 

use last year, is where more than 70 players and coaches gather 
for daily meetings from August to November. On this floor, there is 
one visible fire extinguisher and one accessible exit down the main 
staircase. The second exit leads onto a storage balcony in the main 
field house and is locked.

The third floor of the field house also has one fire extinguisher and 
one exit — the same staircase. Half of the floor contains two large 
offices with a total of eight staff desks, and the other half of the room 
is designated storage space for football equipment.

“There could be dozens of people on the third floor at a time,” junior 
football player Joey Yanaitis said.

Ultimately, the state is responsible to inspect the field house. How-
ever, Upland Volunteer Fire Department Chief Brian Holtzleiter has 
been in the building several times for drills and confirms that its 
single stairwell exit is a “questionable” issue. 

Chapter 10, Section 1019 (b) of the International Building Code 
rules that structures with 500 or fewer occupants per story must 
have at least two exits per story.

Assistant Football Coach Tony Kijanko, who is also a lieutenant 
fireman for the Dawson County Fire Department in Northern Daw-
sonville, Ga., says this issue has concerned him, as well.

“Being a fireman, you want to have an exit plan,” Kijanko said. “On 
the third floor there is only one way in and out. If anything ever hap-
pened on the first or second floor, there is no escape route. I have no 

idea how it has passed inspection as far as the fire code. It wouldn’t 
pass where I’m at — especially with no smoke detectors.”

When there is a storm during practice, the football team goes into 
the field house’s weight room as a safety precaution. It is the safest 
room in the building with two exits on the ground level. 

However, for coaches and staff working on the third floor, safety 
precautions are few, if any.

“On really windy days we can hear the wind blowing through,” Miley 
said. “The last tornado that went through, I was up on the third floor, 
looking out the one window, but no one told us to evacuate the building. 
They have that alert on the phones, but I don’t have it.”

Along with the number of exits and fire safety features, the rise and 
gap of stair steps, the width of doorways and the electrical panels will 
be examined, according to Eley.

If code violations are discovered, Eley says swift changes can be 
expected.

“Even if they don’t say we’re required to put a fire alarm system 
in, we’ll probably install smoke detectors — especially on the third 
floor,” Eley said.

Eley believes a combination of smoke and heat detectors will be suf-
ficient without a sprinkler system, considering the age of the building.

“Sprinkling the building saves property; fire alarm systems save 
lives,” Eley said.

Since an October 2005 fire demolished Schultz Hall of Taylor 
University Fort Wayne, the Board of Directors has worked hard to 
improve the fire safety of “grandfathered” structures on campus, 
specifically residence halls.

Every student living area on campus has a sprinkler system except 
Haakonsen and Fairlane. The accessibility of exits in these buildings 
makes extensive fire alert systems unnecessary.

Vice President for Business Administration Ron Sutherland says 
the safety of students and faculty is Taylor’s top priority and con-
struction initiatives are primarily based on the careful allocation of 
available funds.

“There are limited resources at a college like Taylor, so you have to 
look at the best way to apply those,” Sutherland said.

The new football stadium, scheduled for completion in August, is 
part of a two-phase plan to move the football team out of the field 
house.

“It is ‘Phase II’ of our Strategic Plan for Athletic Facilities,” said 
Athletic Director Angie Fincannon. “We were blessed to receive com-
mitted support for Phase I — which is $3.2 million for competition 
expansions and remodeling. I am thrilled to see such a outpouring 
of support for this Phase I project, and am very optimistic that this 
momentum will continue.”

In the meantime, Korfmacher shares Fincannon’s enthusiasm.
“Until it happens, we’ll operate without making excuses,” Korfm-

acher said.
Regardless of impending inspection, the football team and staff will 

continue practicing, recruiting and anxiously awaiting the ground-
breaking of the new sports complex, which is also scheduled for March.

Grand Champion: the total waste recycled 
by the university

Waste Minimization: the amount of trash 
and recycling generated per student and 
staff member at the university

Per Capita Classic: the amount of recycling 
in pounds per student and staff member at 
the university
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in Afghanistan.
“I think the infan-

try in me will have a very hard time ever accepting that I’m going 
to rush against the enemy, and there’s going to be a female right 
next to me,” Cuomo told The New York Times. “Can she do it? 
Some might. I don’t know if this sounds bad, but I kind of look at 
everything through my wife. Is that my wife’s job? No. My job is 
to make sure my wife is safe.”   

An article from the Christian Science Monitor said many women 
in the armed forces want total equality with the male soldiers, not 
protection, and the Pentagon’s recent announcement does nothing 
to lift restrictions that keep women from joining the infantry and 
special forces.

“To continue such a ban [on women in combat] is to ignore the 
talents and leadership that women bring to the military, and it 
further penalizes service women by denying them the opportunity 
for future promotions and assignments that are primarily given to 
personnel from combat arms specialties,” said Anu Bagwhati, for-
mer Marine captain and executive director of the Service Women’s 
Action Network, in a public statement.

For young women like Andra Pocock, a Northern Arizona Uni-
versity student looking to join the National Guard, the Pentagon’s 
decision represents a small shift in the right direction.

“I think that it will probably take a long time to get complete 
equality in this sort of stuff,” Pocock said. “Most policy and para-
digm shifts in this country have happened slowly, but eventually 
got to where they needed to be. This is no different.”

The field house has been renovated twice since it was built in 1965. The second floor was renovated in 1980 to include a classroom and additional 
office space. Then, in the mid-1990s, the football coaches remodeled the third floor to include two more offices. There is only one accessible exit 
from the second and third floors down the main stairwell. The conference room exit marked on the second floor is locked.

Friday
“master class”
Student-Directed Show
Recital Hall
6 p.m.

Nostalgia Night
Rediger Auditorium
7 p.m.

saturday
chapel auditioNs — miNistry through 
the arts
Rediger Auditorium
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

“spiNNiNg iNto butter”
Student-Directed Show
Recital Hall
6 p.m.

“master class”
Student-Directed Show
Recital Hall
9 p.m.

sunday
“spiNNiNg iNto butter”
Student-Directed Show
Recital Hall
2 p.m.

“master class”
Student-Directed Show
Recital Hall
5 p.m.

Monday 
chapel — speaker ms. heather sells
Virginia Beach, VA 
Rediger Auditorium
10 a.m. 

ethics bowl public scrimmage
Reade 240
5 p.m.

tuesday 
chorale south korea support diNNer
Ivanhoes
5 p.m.-10 p.m. 

wednesday 
chapel — speaker dr. daNe ortluNd
Wheaton, IL 
Rediger Auditorium  
10 a.m. 

FEMALES 
POLLED: 63%

MALES 
POLLED: 37%


