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it sets Harvard’s study apart from experiments that have tried 
to explain belief in God as the result of intelligence or cultural 
and family influences.

“Our hope is that this research helps reframe conversations 
around the psychology of why some people believe in God more 
than others,” Shenhav said. “From a psychological perspective, 
our study provides very early evidence that intuition and reflec-
tion might ultimately be more useful in determining belief in 
God than intelligent versus unintelligent.”

As campus theologians, historians and students consider the 
study, questions and observations arise related to Taylor’s faith 
and learning focus.

Senior economics/systems major and Ethics Bowl member 
Maggie O’Connell argues it makes sense for Christians to be 
more reflective, considering the Christian faith requires forms 
of reflection, such as studying the Bible.

“Christians would say it’s not enough be intuitive and believe 
in a higher power,” O’Connell said. “It’s more specific than that. 
It requires more investigation and cognitive reflection to say, 

‘This is truth versus other religious paths.’”
Senior biology major Colton Kessenich says Christians can 

and should use reflective thought processes to evaluate their 
convictions.

“The more reflective people are, the more likely they are going 
to be questioning of a deity, but I don’t necessarily think that’s a 
bad thing or something to be afraid of,” Kessenich said.

According to Professor of Art History Dr. Rachel Smith, it is 
healthy for students to critically examine everything they believe 

— from theological thoughts to scientific theories.
“As a historian, you see that every age assumes they’re onto 

the truth,” Smith said. “We think we’ve figured out things that 
people in a previous age didn’t figure out. The thing that we often 
forget is that many of the paradigms that are operating now will 
also be overturned when we realize they are limited in certain 
ways. It’s important for students at a Christian institution like 
Taylor to be thinking about what it means to develop intellectual 
assessment skills and to not just embrace understandings that 
come from what appear to be authoritative sources.”

Smith encourages students to probe for greater understand-

ing rather than accepting authoritative archetypes in any field 
of study.

“If we work at developing our minds and the capacity to really 
assess information and the underlying paradigm, then we really 
don’t have anything to fear from the standpoint of it undermin-
ing our faith,” Smith said. “It will very likely deepen our faith.”

Studies concerning the influences of intuition and reflection 
are enlightening, but they only scratch the surface of greater 
mysteries within the human mind and soul. Although the CRT 
uses an operative definition of intuition as a process occurring 

“instantly and effortlessly,” Professor of Philosophy and Religion 
Dr. Jim Spiegel says psychologists have yet to agree on a distinct 
definition of the abstract concept.

“Psychologists have broken so much down, but intuition is 
resistant to those classifications,” Spiegel said. “The nature of 
intuition seems to be non-rational in the sense that there aren’t 
any logical inferences being made. It’s not perceptual or sensory, 
so it doesn’t involve your five senses . . . . It’s a mystery and a 
wonderful irony. Here we are, proud human beings, and the thing 
that eludes us most is our own deep, inner selves.”

REFLECTION CONTINUED...

FRIDAY
CHAPEL -  DR. EUGENE HABECKER 
Rediger Auditorium 
10 a.m. 

DOWNTOWN STUDY BREAK
“Downtown Tabernacle” Church
1407 Western Ave.
Marion, IN
6:30 p.m.-2 a.m.

FREE IFC CONCERT: THE ATLANTIC
Student Union
7:30 p.m.

‘ I  HATE CHRISTMAS’
Marion Civic Theatre
James Dean Memorial Theatre
509 S. Washington Street
Marion, IN 46953 
$11 per person
7:30 p.m.- 10 p.m.

‘A CHRISTMAS CAROL’
Mitchell Theatre 
8 p.m.

SAC BREAKFAST @ MIDNIGHT
Student Union
12 a.m.-2 a.m.

SATURDAY
‘S ING NOEL’
Chorale and Taylor Sounds
Recital Hall
7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY
‘A CHRISTMAS CAROL’
Mitchell Theatre 
3 p.m.

CT:S cabinet along with IFC held a benefit 
concert entitled OPENING ACT:S for AIDS 
victims last night in the Recital Hall.

All proceeds from ticket sales, as well as the hun-
dreds of dollars in donations, will go to purchasing 
medicine for AIDS victims to reverse the effects of 
this disease.

Student musicians Mario Gonzalez, James Car-
roll, Holly Murphy, Jenna Stupar and Kinsley Koons 
and student band Face the Flood performed covers of 
famous songs, as well as original pieces.

“I love playing music,” said Face the Flood band mem-
ber junior Tyler Wood. “To get to do that and help a 
good cause — why would I say no?”

Last year alone, 2.7 people were diagnosed with 
AIDS. Currently, 3.4 million people are living with 
AIDS. Of this number, 390,000 are children.

The ACT:S cabinet encouraged attenders to prayer 
for AIDS sufferers during the concert. 

“I think prayer is a simple way that we can take 
action,” said senior political science major Katie Moore, 
listening to the concert. “It’s something everyone can 
do.”

Financial support paired with prayer is powerful in 
the lives of AIDS victims. Both are things all students 
can do.

“It’s one thing to talk about these issues,” said 
ACT:S cabinet member junior Roger Mitchell. “But 
it’s another to act on them.”
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education. 
Students within majors focused 

on the humanities agree that 
finding a job after graduation is 
a concern, but they appreciate the 
benefits of a diverse education. 

“I wholeheartedly believe that 
a liberal arts education is a wise 
endeavor for a Christian student,” 
said senior psychology major Katie 
Ohl. “It guards against ignorance 
while opening doors to a wealth 
of knowledge in other disciplines.”

Many students and professors 
commented that it is also impor-
tant to value liberal arts educa-
tion as a tool that can enrich the 
Christian community by develop-
ing God-given potential.   

“I am well-rounded, and have 
been able to see God’s hand in 
areas that I would never have 
known about otherwise,” Ohl said. 

“[Liberal arts] may not have finan-
cial benefits for everyone . . . but I 
don’t think you can measure worth 
in dollars. I would never want to 
put a price on that.”

DEFENDING CONTINUED...

In the Nov. 18 edition of The Echo, an 
editing error was made in Sarah Shafer’s 
article “A ruined masterpiece.” The artist, 
Caitlyn Kuhn, gave The Echo permission to 
publish her name, which was added after 

the article was turned in, but the rest of 
the article was not adjusted to reflect the 
addition. We apologize for any confusion.

In the Nov. 18 edition of The Echo, we did 
not correctly report the ethics bowl infor-
mation. It was a Regional, not a State com-

petition with 19 schools (22 teams). The 
team placed 4 and 5, qualifying them for 
Nationals and beating every team they 
competed against except Wright State, los-
ing by only one point. For more information, 
view the press release online.
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