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information from students in surveys.  
Off-campus student senate senior Chelsea Moore commented 

about the new changes at the DC as she’s moved into an apartment. 
“Keeping the pasta bar open on weekends is phenomenal,” Moore 

said. “Often students, myself included, would drag their feet know-
ing that there would be slim pickins’ over the weekend, but now 
that efforts have been made to keep things fresh, there will be 
much more excitement.”

Changes to the DC in the past semester have included the addi-
tion of a self-serve deli, more specific options at the American Fare, 
and keeping the pasta and American Fare selections available 
over the weekend. 

Sophomore Lane Gramling appreciates the DC improvements 
over the past few years but finds the good choices to be inconsistent. 

“One night just happens to not have good food, then there’s no 
good food anywhere,” Gramling said. “And some nights there are 
three or four good choices, and you don’t know what to choose.” 

Junior Josh Gagliarducci repeats the frustration over the incon-
sistency.

“There are days when I’m overjoyed with what I find to eat, and 
there are days where I fail to find anything appealing,” Gagliar-
ducci said. “I enjoy the new variety that I find in the deli and the 
hamburger line. Honestly, I’ve been surprised with the “Chef ’s 
Corner.” I think they have been offering a ton of delicious things, 
but I do feel like the main lines need some work, or at least some 
freshening up.”

TAYLOR CONTINUED...

FRIDAY
CHAPEL -  CLASS CHAPEL 
Rediger Auditorium 
10 a.m. 

STUDENT FORUM ON LAND USE
Student Union
7 p.m.

‘A CHRISTMAS CAROL’
Mitchell Theatre 
8 p.m.

SATURDAY
SPECIAL OLYMPICS BASKETBALL
Meet at Campus Safety
1 p.m.

MARION PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA CON-
CERTO/ARIA COMPETITION
Carruth Recital Hall
236 W Reade Ave
Upland, IN 46989 
9 a.m.-3 p.m.

CHRISTMAS CITY WALKWAY OF L IGHTS
Marion Riverwalk
River Drive
Marion, IN 46952 
$5 per person
6 p.m.- 10 p.m.

‘A CHRISTMAS CAROL’
Mitchell Theatre
8 p.m.

SUNDAY
‘A CHRISTMAS CAROL’
Mitchell Theatre 
3 p.m.

CHRISTMAS CITY WALKWAY OF L IGHTS
Marion Riverwalk
River Drive
Marion, IN 46952 
$5 per person
6 p.m.- 10 p.m.

MONDAY 
CHAPEL -  THANKSGIVING CHAPEL
Rediger Auditorium  
10 a.m. 

SHAWN MORIN EXHIBIT
Beard Art Center Galleries - IWU
4201 S. Washington St.
Marion, IN 46953  
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

aylor University received high rank-
ings from the Institute of International 
Education’s (IIE) Open Doors Report, 

released Monday, Nov. 14 in Washington, D.C. 
The report compiled research on the inter-

national academic programming provided 
by thousands of U.S. baccalaureate colleges, 
according to IIE and Taylor University’s 
Dean of International Programs Chris Ben-
nett.

“The Open Doors Report allows us, as a 
small institution especially, to keep abreast 
of international trends and legislation,” Ben-
nett said. “Because we are members of the 
Institute, we are able to access some very 
scholarly reports on trends . . . to know how 
we’re doing in regard to other institutions on 
sending and receiving students.”

The report ranked Taylor University sixth 
in the baccalaureate category for total num-
ber of participating students nationwide. In 
the categories for short term duration pro-
grams and participation percentage, Taylor 

ranked third and seventh, respectively.
Bennett said that Taylor’s participation 

percentage, ranked third in the 2010 Open 
Doors Report, dropped due to the turnover of 
a large graduating class. 

According to Bennett, student participa-
tion in global programming may begin to 
accumulate again over the next few years 
and cause the university’s participation per-
centage to increase.

“What we will be doing is trying to shape 
the offerings a little bit, so that in any given 
year there are a couple of general education 
opportunities . . . maybe some major field pro-
grams available, mission trips available and 
also ensure that students have a geographic 
representation,” Bennett said.

Taylor’s rankings for the total participa-
tion and short-term duration categories 
remained unchanged from 2010 to 2011.

Bennett said that rankings and research 
from IIE help Taylor University improve 
international study opportunities for stu-
dents from all backgrounds. 

“It’s a good opportunity to open up a new 
lens for viewing cultures,” said sophomore 

Melvin Susanto about Taylor’s semester 
study program in Ecuador. “When we study 
here [at Taylor], we don’t get a full perspec-
tive of the world.”

Senior Lindsay Burket, who participated 
in spring break trips during her time at Tay-
lor, said short-term global involvement is also 
significant.

“Every Taylor student should experience 
some kind of overseas trip during their time 
here,” Burket said.

Taylor University will implement research 
from the Open Doors 
Report in an effort to 
make international pro-
grams more financially 
accessible to students, 
according to Bennett.

For more information 
about IIE and the Open 
Doors Report, visit www.
iie.org. To learn about 
international program-
ming at Taylor Univer-
sity, email Bennett at 
chbennett@taylor.edu.

NEW RESEARCH OPENS DOORS
KARI TRAVIS 
C O N T R I B U T O R
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major Maggie O’Connell  is skeptical of 
the campaign’s claims to produce jobs 
by providing micro loans for community 
businesses to hire additional employees.

“It’s really confusing and it sounds too 
good to be true,” O’Connell said. 

According to O’Connell, a balance 
needs to be found between capital and 
labor. Funding the creation of jobs may 
not be an effective strategy for small 
businesses that do not have the resources 
to support additional employees.

“Every employee has to earn their 
keep in terms of what they’re produc-
ing,” O’Connell said. “If they’re making 
$5 an hour, they better be producing $5 
an hour.”

Because loaning businesses the money 
to hire employees does not put value into 
the product, the campaign’s strategy 
has the potential to decrease marginal 
returns.

“It’s going to take a lot of analysis and 
training on the part of the micro lend-
ing firm to identify candidates for these 
loans who will be successful, especially 
if their goal is job creation and not just 
improving current business,” O’Connell 
said.

However, O’Connell supports Star-
bucks’ free market approach to build the 
economy.

“Going through private businesses 
is going to be the best way to improve 
unemployment,” O’Connell said. “We 
need sustainability in job creation. I 
think deregulation of some businesses 
and privatizing some government func-
tions would lead to more growth and 
prosperity in companies. People are 
upset with the government, but it is not 
the government’s responsibility to make 
sure our economy is running well.” 

Facing a national labor force unem-
ployment rate of 9.1 percent, Economics 
professor Hadley Mitchell agrees that 

hampering the private business sector 
from creating jobs would only lead to fur-
ther economic decline, as demonstrated 
in the Great Depression.

“The government cant create wealth; 
it can only redistribute wealth,” Mitch-
ell said. “This misconception is leading 
to more and more frustration because 
we’re expecting the government to create 
solutions. The government should simply 
give the rules of the game and let the pri-
vate sector create the jobs and products. 
(Howard Schultz) is onto something. The 
free market is what creates jobs.”

Although taking part in Starbucks 
campaign is one way for students provide 
support, O’Connell suggests that one of 
the best ways students can help grow the 
local economy is bringing practical skills 
to the workforce.

“As we go out into the workforce we 
need to go out with new innovations and 
ideas,” O’Connell said. “That’s going be 
the responsibility of our generation.”

STUDENT DEBT CREATES STRESS
KATIE SCHLEMMER 
C O N T R I B U T O R

STIMULATING CONTINUED...

President Barack Obama’s  newly 
updated Student Loan Forgiveness Plan, 
scheduled to take effect in 2012, provides 
some relief for undergraduate students 
who have sunken into the black hole of 
debt, but the numbers are still stagger-
ing.

According to a report by The Project 
on Student Debt, the average under-
graduate faces $25,250 worth of debt 
after graduation. Taylor’s average debt 
for graduates is $21,356, with 52 percent 
of students needing loans. 

The Student Loan Forgiveness Plan 
allows the forgiveness of debt after 20 
years, which is five years sooner than 
the previous Income-Based Repayment 
(IBR) plan. It also lowers discretionary 
income payment from 15 percent to 10 
percent, meaning students pay according 
to their incomes. This makes the plan 
beneficial for those who have taken out 
several different loans and have low pay-
ing jobs.

However, to receive this 10 percent 
discretionary income change, students 
have to fall in the right range of average 
income. The Student Loan Forgiveness 

Plan doesn’t cover students who have 
taken out private loans. Instead, they 
are left to the mercies and interest rates 
of loan providers.

For those who have to take out four 
years of loans, the numbers add up. 

“This school is a great risk for me,” said 
junior media communications major 
Luke Lines, who relies solely on loans 
to pay for schooling.

Although Lines says Taylor has a 
thriving media communications program, 
including a semester in Los Angeles and 
many opportunities for film focuses, he 
feels his financial future is in jeopardy.

“My salary will definitely fluctuate 
depending on what company hires me 
and what my position is,” Lines said.

Because of his parent’s income, Lines 
was denied loans from the government, 
so he looked to private lenders to pay for 
tuition. By making monthly payments on 
his private loans, Lines will be able to 
slowly pay back the money he borrowed 
while he is still in school.

Financial Aid Counselor Lyn Kline 
advises students facing debt after gradu-
ation “to pay off debt sooner so they pay 
less in interest charges in the long run.” 

“Borrow responsibly and accelerate 
repayment,” Kline said.

Although more than half of Taylor stu-
dents take out loans, some have limited 
knowledge concerning those loans.

“My parents want me to take on the 
responsibility of paying for college so 
that I value my education,” said fresh-
man sports management major Brittany 
Jacobs, who takes out government loans 
to pay for tuition costs that aren’t cov-
ered by scholarships and grants.

Although Jacobs is paying the loans, 
her parents do the paper work, leaving 
her unaware of the details.

“I’m going to start paying them off now 
because it scares me knowing how much 
I’m going to have to pay when I gradu-
ate,” Jacobs said.

To alleviate post graduation debt, the 
Financial Aid Office works with students 
and graduates to help them determine 
the necessary steps so they don’t fall 
back on loan payments after graduation. 
The Department of Education provides 
an online course called Student Loan 
Exit Counseling which allows students 
to be aware of their own debt levels, loan 
types and loan servicers.

For more information concerning the 
Student Loan Exit Counseling program, 
visit www.nslds.ed.gov.


