
Matt, Shannon, Waverly and Oliver enjoy a day at Disney World
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security issues. That’s a really big deal.”
At Taylor, the IT Department’s main 

objective is to keep information safe, and 
even though in the past Taylor has not 
been a high target, they want to ensure 
security remains high.

“Taylor has a diverse and multi-layered 
approach to data security,” said the IT 
Department. “For students, we require 
that Windows users have anti-virus soft-
ware installed. In the coming years that 
may be extended to include Mac comput-
ers, as well. Other security policies, like 
the forced password changes every 180 
days and our Peer-to-Peer policy, help to 
keep Taylor’s data secure.”

While Taylor’s network is set up with 
security in mind through policies, fire-
walls and iPrism blocking known trou-
ble sights, viruses can still be sent and 
received. The IT Client Services depart-
ment, located in the library, provides 
technology support to viruses, as well as 
other issues involved with computers. TJ 
Higley, director of Client Services, leads 
an adult staff and group of full-time 
students as they handle issues students, 
professors and faculty have each year.

In 2010, the group handled 426 
requests ranging from registration prob-
lems to destructive viruses. This year, 
IT Client Services has seen about 20 
reports concerning a variety of problems.

First-year MAHE graduate student 
Katie Westrate first noticed her com-
puter was not running as usual when it 
did not allow her to download an anti-
virus program, prompting her to take it 
to IT Client Services where they diag-
nosed the problem.

“There were six viruses, four which 
were considered “trackers” and two Tro-
jans,” Westrate said. “After removing the 
viruses, I was able to download an anti-
virus software, which was my original 
intent.”

Kelsey Fitzjarrald, a freshman exer-
cise science major, ran into frustration 
when her computer eventually prevented 
her from accessing the Internet entirely.

“I caught it in enough time to where it 
didn’t really do any damage to my com-
puter, but I got two different types of 
anti-viruses now, and I have to scan my 
computer every two or so weeks just to 
make sure that things stay clean.”

Viruses have different levels of dam-
age — some block files and other soft-

ware while others wreack havoc on the 
entire system. Maintaining a quality 
anti-virus program is a first step in pre-
venting unwanted content on a computer.

“Malware infects the PC, it takes 
advantage of built in emailing capabili-
ties, looks at your address list,” Higley 
said. “That’s how it grabs the addresses 
and sends to everybody you know basi-
cally a link. And if people aren’t careful, 
they click on it, and it sends them to a 
website that downloads the malware.”

Higley suggests using the mouse to 
hover over links to see if it matches 
where it says it will go, as well as using 
the prefix “https” when possible. The 
https offers more security as it encrypts 
the information as it is sent. [For more 
tips, see sidebar.]

“I think everyone is becoming more 
aware of the need,” Brandle said. “It’s 
always a horse race between the prover-
bial good guys and bad guys.”

As daily technology consumers, being 
proactive about protecting personal 
information is crucial in preventing 
hackers from gaining unauthorized 
access to online accounts and computers.

FACING HACKERS CONTINUED...
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FASTER THAN THE SPEED OF LIGHT

 NEWS 2

FRIDAY
CHAPEL 
Rediger Auditorium  
10 a.m. 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT COLLAGE CONCERT
Rediger Auditorium
7:30 p.m. 

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM SHAKE-
SPEARE (ABRIDGED)
Mitchell Theatre
9 p.m. and 11:30 p.m.  

SATURDAY
PARENTS WEEKEND SAC TIN-MAN TRIATHLON 
AND CARDBOARD BOAT REGATTA
Taylor Lake 
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM SHAKE-
SPEARE (ABRIDGED)
Mitchell Theatre
3 p.m.  and 9 p.m. 

SUNDAY
THE COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM SHAKE-
SPEARE (ABRIDGED)
Mitchell Theatre
3 p.m. 

MONDAY 
CHAPEL
Rediger Auditorium 
10 a.m.

orking on the so-called “Opera experiment,” 
scientists in Geneva, Switzerland, sent sub-
atomic particles called neutrinos 736 kilome-

ters underground to Sasso, Italy. However, when the neutrinos 
arrived, they were a fraction of a second earlier than expected.

In a report published Friday, Sept. 22, scientists at the Euro-
pean Organization for Nuclear Research called CERN in Switzer-
land said neutrinos travel 60 billionths of a second faster than 
the speed of light, defying Einstein’s theory of special relativity.

Physics professor Ken Kiers did his doctoral work on neutrinos 
at the University of British Columbia. Upon hearing about the 
findings, he was interested, but skeptical.

“It’s the beginning stages,” Kiers said. “It’s really exciting and 
interesting, and if it were to hold up, modern physics would be 
forever changed.”

A “fundamental tenant” of modern physics, Einstein’s theory 
of special relativity claims no object with rest mass can travel 
faster than the speed of light. Because neutrinos have a very 
small mass and are observed to travel faster than the speed of 
light, they are in direct conflict with Einstein’s theory. However, 

according to the Dean of the School of Natural and 
Applied Sciences Mark Biermann, Einstein might not 
be at fault, after all.

“Everyone likes to talk about the really flashy things, like Ein-
stein is wrong, and the theory of special relativity is incorrect,” 
Biermann said. “That is one possible outcome, but the other 
outcome is it could be that the theory behind our understanding 
of neutrinos needs to be adjusted. One of those things will have 
to happen assuming all this experimental data holds up and is 
shown to be consistently true.”

Neutrinos are mysterious, electrically charged particles emitted 
in radioactive decay that change between three types, or forms, 
as they move.

“There are hundreds of trillions of neutrinos passing through 
your body every second from the sun,” Kiers said. “They come 
through your head, go out your feet, go through the earth and 
come out the other side. They’re almost impossible to stop, so any 
experiment involving the neutrino is very hard to do.”

Before the findings at CERN are accepted as true, they must 
be verified by other independent experiments. The Fermilab near 

Chicago can send neutrinos to a lab in Minnesota, but the timing 
devices in those labs are not yet capable of the same accuracy as 
labs in Switzerland and Italy, which measured the 453.6 mile 
distance between them to within 20 centimeters.

Although the findings last Friday sparked widespread specula-
tion about the possibility of science fiction phenomenon like time 
travel, Kiers and Biermann believe the current findings are too 
small to indicate any real results.

 “You can set up an experiment where if something is allowed to 
travel faster than the speed of light, then you can send yourself a 
message and receive it before you sent it,” Kiers said. “It’s possible 
to do these things once you break the speed of light barrier, but 
this difference is so tiny. They found an apparent violation of the 
speed of light by something like two parts in 100,000, so I think it 
would be difficult to observe those things in any kind of practical 
setting—even if neutrinos are found to travel faster than light.”

Despite the outcome, Biermann says the results may modify 
physics, but they will not change the basic truths of the human 
experience.

“While science can help us get glimpses of basic truth, it’s also 
limited in the sense that it’s tentative and we have to be able to 
revise it,” Biermann said. “Truth is always the same. God tells 
us the truth, and the truth is revealed to us. Science can give 
us glimpses of the truth, but because we’re fallen, finite, fallible 
human beings, it’s never going to be fully realized.”

prohibited in Scripture and therefore are 
to be avoided by all members of the com-
munity.”

Taylor provides the Counseling Center, 
a free resource staffed with professional 
counselors, to all students struggling with 
homosexuality, as well as other matters of 
concern for students. They provide listening 
ears — not mouths ready to spew opinions.

“It gets into a really tricky territory when 
we start trying to teach them one way or 
another, and that, ethically, is not our role,” 
said Clingenpeel. “It’s hard . . . being a 
Christian therapist because we have our 
own moral guidelines, but we can’t push 
them onto other people, so our goal is 
always to affirm the way they feel and help 
them process through it.”

“None of us are here to give you a set 
answer,” said counselor Caroline Poland. 

“It’s not about our agenda and what we 
think. It’s about helping someone come to 
an answer for themselves.”

Poland emphasizes the idea that Chris-
tians struggle with many sins, and homo-
sexuality is one of many possible sins.

“One thing that has always interested 
me is that this issue has almost become 
an unforgivable sin,” Poland said. “People 
are more than willing to brush off gluttony, 
obesity, lying or cheating, but [homosexual-
ity] has become an issue we’re not willing 
to speak to people over, and I think that’s 
really sad.”

Although homosexuality is a hushed 
topic in most Christian circles, Clingenpeel 
hopes to bring attention to it by bringing in 
a panel of Christians with similar struggles.

“We too often and too lightly give our opin-
ions without having the information to back 
it up,” Clingenpeel said.

“I don’t think people necessarily under-
stand what the process is like for the indi-
vidual,” Poland said. “That’s the side that 
we get to see (as counselors). We see the 
questions, the pain, the intense guilt.”

A well-rounded education on any topic 
gives people the ability to think indepen-
dently on a subject and understand why 
their opinions exist.

“In this industry, you’re supposed to ask 
questions, to probe thinking, and that’s 
what we promote in our clients: to think 
about why they believe what they believe,” 
said Clingenpeel.

To schedule an appointment with a coun-
selor, call (765) 998-5222 or email counsel-
ingcenter@taylor.edu.

DISCRIMINATION CONTINUED...

an answer.”
January and February of 2008, 

McNeil took Waverly and Oliver 
to the Children’s Hospital of Phila-
delphia. A doctor there had seen a 
case similar to their’s and tested 
Waverly for Sanfilippo.

“Within a month we got the 
results back and they told us she 
had it. A month later, we found out 
Oliver had it, too.”

According to www.ahundredfo-
rahome.com, most children with 
Sanfilippo do not live past their 
teens.

“When the kids were diagnosed, 
my two closest friends from Taylor 
asked, ‘What do you need? What 
can we do?’” McNeil said.

Living off of one income in the 
D.C. area where Matt works for 
the State Department, the great-
est material need was a house 
appropriate for Waverly and Oliver.

“Michele and Kamarah decided 
they were going to try to help us 
purchase a home,” McNeil said.

To accomplish the goal, they 
formed A Hundred for a Home. 
Since its formation, A Hundred 
for a Home has raised more than 

$173,000. The McNeils are now in the 
process of purchasing a small, one-
floor house that is close to Waverly 
and Oliver’s school and a number of 
neighborhood parks.

Today, Waverly and Oliver are up 
early every day and multiple times 
during the night. Four year old 
Waverly is receding. She is at a one-
year-old developmental stage. She 
can no longer talk, and she uses a 
wheelchair.

“She can still walk, but she needs 
assistance,” McNeil said. “She falls 
a lot more.”

Oliver is at a one-and-a-half to two-
year-old developmental stage and is 
still very active, but he can’t talk.

“You’re told when your kid is diag-
nosed with something like this that 
there are no treatments, there’s no 
cure, and there’s an incredibly short 
lifespan,” McNeil said. 

“They tell you to just go home and 
enjoy them. All the dreams that you 
have for your children — you realize 
all the things they’re not going to be 
able to do. I wondered why we were 
given these two beautiful children 
only to have them taken away. It’s a 
reminder that there are no guaran-
tees. When you have this beautiful 
baby, things may not turn out the way 
you want.”

TAYLOR GRADS CONTINUED...

Solyndra’s multimillion-dollar 
white elephant

(sfgate.com)

Fatal Accident Puts Focus on 
Deportation Program

(nytimes.com)

New Study Underlines Unfulfilled 
Promises of Health Care Bill

(abcnews.go.com)

71% Favor Term Limits for 
Congress

(rosmussenreports.com)

Bank of America to charge $5 
monthly debit card fee 

(cnn.com)

Top 5 News Events of the Week

  Never give out your usernames and passwords for any 
site, for any reason. No legitimate organization will ever 

ask for your username and password.

Don’t use the same password for multiple sites.

Using four short, unrelated words in combination as your 
password is more secure and easier to remember than a 

single, complex word.

-Taylor passwords expire every 180 days. Consider chang-
ing your other password periodically, too.

Be cautious of emails and instant messages with links in 
them, even if they appear to be from friends. Links can 

take you someplace you don’t expect. Don’t click links to 
secure sites such as your bank. Instead, type the address 

in manually or use a previously tested bookmark.

Attachments sent via email should be saved locally and 
scanned with anti-virus software before opening. When 

sending documents, if possible, send smaller attachments 
as text inside the email instead of attaching a document.

Keep your computers updated with the latest security 
patches and anti-virus software.

Contributed by IT Department 


