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Oprah talks with David Letterman about 
childhood and career in media at Ball 
State’s Emens Auditorium. Page 3

World AIDS Day highlights the continuing 
search for a cure to HIV/AIDS. Scientists 
hope that one day, no one will be affected 
the ravaging virus. Page 5

The Lady Trojans drop their first game of 
the year on a buzzer-beater. The double 
overtime thiller left many fans on the edge 
of their seats. Page 12

Larry Mealy stands behind the Chef ’s 
Corner, always serving and talking to 
students with a smile on his face. He 
hasn’t always made meals at Taylor, 
though. Read about his travels through 
Taylor’s various departments and why 
he loves what he does now most of all.
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Creating 
Campus 
Recreation

When second-year MAHE student Logan 
Denney took over Taylor’s intramural pro-
gramming in April, the athletic department 
asked him to make some changes.

They wanted to raise the quality.
They needed to raise the price.
Now another change for Taylor’s intramu-

ral program may be underway.
Last week Athletic Director Angie Fin-

cannon and Vice President for Student 
Development Skip Trudeau met to discuss 
potentially moving the intramural program 
from the athletic department to Student 
Development.

Trudeau says the change, if adopted, will 
not go into effect until next academic year, 
and if it happens, intramural programming 
will probably move in under Taylor Student 
Organization (TSO), Student Development’s 
most program-oriented arm.

As director of intramural programming 
(now called Campus Recreation), Denney 
thinks this change will ultimately benefit 
students by making intramurals more sus-
tainable and student body friendly.

Discussions about moving intramurals 
under Student Development began with a 
host of other changes introduced to Cam-
pus Recreation earlier this year. 

And the changes already have students 
talking.

Trudeau first noticed when his daughter 
Maddy, a sophomore who has participated 
on Second East Olson’s soccer, basketball, 
dodgeball and football intramurals, brought 
the issue to his attention.

Although Maddy likes Campus Recre-
ation’s new website that shows team sched-
ules and updates conference standings 
within 15 minutes after games, she is skep-
tical about the effects of the new 15-player 
team cap this year.

She says it has dissuaded some students 
from participating in intramurals just for 
fun and made the population of intramural 
participants less diverse.

“Fewer people are participating so you 
have less of a variety of people than in years 
past,” Maddy said.

Denney says capping each team’s registra-
tion at 15 players is so only serious students 
sign up and fewer teams forfeit games. He 
notes that it has increased the number of 
teams for dodgeball this year with a record 
high of 29.

Senior Matthew “Chewy” Thompson says 
his floor Second East Wengatz chose to cope 
with the cap by dividing into three teams: 
one for freshmen and sophomores, one for 
juniors and one for seniors.

“It is nice to have seniors and underclass-
men playing together, but overall it has been 
fine,” Thompson said.

Beyond participation, students and 
Denney agree that the most controversial 
change to the intramural program has been 
the price.

Last year students who wanted to play 
intramurals were responsible to pay five 
dollars each with their credit cards online.
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Egypt’s switch to democracy is a long 
story, but now it’s condensed for your 
convenience. Learn about the switch from 
Mubarak to Morsi. Page 4

Egypt Evolves

COVER STORY CONTINUES ON PG. 6

Taylor international programs 
earn praise

MEREDITH SELL
STAFF WRITER

Student interest and participation in 
study abroad programs is bringing Tay-
lor high national rankings.

Open Doors, an annual publication 
of the Institute of International Educa-
tion (IIE), ranked Taylor with other bac-
calaureate schools, institutions which 
focus primarily on undergraduate pro-
grams of study.

Taylor was ranked No. 2 for the num-
ber of undergraduate students par-
ticipating in short-term study abroad 
programs, number 2 for the overall per-
centage of undergraduate study abroad 

participation, and number 5 for the 
number of total participants.

Dean of International Programs, 
Chris Bennett, was surprised by the last 
ranking.

“To be the absolute number fifth larg-
est sending institution among all bacca-
laureate institutions . . . that’s an amaz-
ing testimony to our students’ interest 
in doing this.”

Last year, first-ranked Saint Olaf Col-
lege sent 672 students abroad. Taylor 
sent 517.

Years ago, when semester programs 

were the main study abroad opportu-
nities, sending half that many students 
was impossible.

“Every student that goes abroad, their 
tuition dollars go with them,” Bennett 
said.

The university’s yearly macro-budget 
only allowed for 150 students to study 
elsewhere for a semester.

“There were a couple years when we 
had to turn down fully qualified stu-
dents.” Bennett said.

COVER STORY CONTINUES ON PG. 2 COVER STORY CONTINUES ON PG. 2

KARA HACKETT
MANAGING EDITOR

“Money is the biggest 
frustration. We’re college 

students, and we don’t 
have that much money to 
spend. I don’t know what 

is costing so much.” 
-Courtney Forkner

At the end of the summer of 2011, Eric 
Hamil faced a difficult decision: Come 
back to Taylor for his junior year and 
live in a way he saw as dishonest, or 
acknowledge his same-sex attractions 
and leave the school he had grown to 
love.

He chose the latter.
“I didn’t want to out myself sopho-

more year and then have to deal with 
two years of everyone knowing that 
that’s the gay kid,” Hamil said. “Not 
only that, but that I would be stripped 
of my leadership, and that basically, I 
would just be . . . a walking stigma.”

Hamil announced the news in a 
Facebook note, took a semester off to 
work that fall, then enrolled at Indiana 
University starting in the spring semes-
ter of 2012. 

Issues of same-gender attraction 
like Hamil’s are part of the larger issue 
of sexuality on Taylor’s campus, which 
may move into the spotlight as Taylor 
administration looks at revising its 
current statement on human sexuality.

The university currently has a “Policy 
on Human Sexuality,” which affirms 
four things: encouragement of discus-
sion of human sexuality, the dignity of 
all persons as God’s creation, protec-
tion against sexual violence, and the 
confining of sexual relationships to 
marriage between a man and a woman.

That statement was approved Oc-
tober 2005, and a revised statement is 
currently being worked on, according 
to Provost Jeff Moshier.

Moshier said the purpose of Taylor’s 
sexuality policy is to provide support 
for the Life Together Covenant, which 
lists homosexual behavior as prohib-
ited.

“It provides a biblical rationale and 
communicates a pastoral response 
to issues involving human sexuality,” 
Moshier said via e-mail of the forth-
coming statement on sexuality. “It 
is meant to enhance understanding 
of the Life Together Covenant and is 
therefore applicable to everyone living 
under the LTC and those who may be 
seeking understanding of our approach 

to living in Christian community.”
Moshier said the date of submission 

for the new statement is unclear, and 
could not relay the contents of the new 
statement.

He also said via e-mail that the rea-
son for revising the statement was to 

“strengthen the articulation of the Bib-
lical basis/scriptural (rationale) for the 
University’s stance on human sexual 
behavior as found in the Life Together 
Covenant.”

Discussions on human sexual behav-
ior form the basis for Choros, a group 
that meets at Taylor to discuss issues 
surrounding the topic of same-gender 
attractions. Its name comes from the 
Greek word for “open space.”

Graduate Zach Eastburn (’12) start-
ed Choros last year, and it has contin-
ued this year under the leadership of 
junior Dan Morton with faculty sup-
port from Kevin Diller and Brent Maher.

“How we are seen as Christians is very 
important,” Morton said. “We want to 
be as informed and respectful and as 
loving as possible, and in order to do 
that, we have to be careful about how 

we communicate about these things.”
Choros has met several times this 

semester and met again Thursday eve-
ning, holding a discussion of opposing 
viewpoints on homosexuality and the 
Christian church.

Morton hopes such discussions help 
Taylor students better understand the 
complexity of the issue.

“There are Christians who believe the 
act of homosexuality is a sin and other 
Christians who do not,” Morton said. 

“I believe the issue is complex enough 
that there really are genuine Christians 
on both sides of the fence.”

Taylor Director of Social Work Edu-
cation Cathy Harner questions wheth-
er a loving, monogamous relationship 
between same-sex couples is sinful.

Harner has wrestled with the issue 
ever since a close friend told her that 
he was gay the day before she first 
came to Taylor, 21 years ago.

“You have to let God open your eyes 
to the Scriptures to know how he’s

JON STROSHINE
NEWS EDITOR

Amid social wars, Taylor looks 
to revise statement on sexuality

Eric Hamil transferred to Indiana University after his sophomore year at Taylor, 
announcing that he was gay. Hamil is currently a senior at IU.

Photograph provided by Eric Hamil

"At Shepherd I had the opportunity to invest in some great kids, live in an inner-city community, learn 
about myself, and be humbled in my relationship with the Lord.  He used that summer to show me His 
plan for my life and how truly blessed I am. I would highly recommend this internship to anyone!"
~ Becky Jacobs, Junior, Taylor University

Are you interested in a summer internship that will not only help you gain valuable professional experience, but will 
challenge and grow you spiritually?  Are you ready to truly serve others?  Find Becky on campus, visit our website,  or 
email internships@shepherdcommunity.org to learn how.

shepherdcommunity.org
Internship info: shepherdcommunity.org/become-involved/internships

Shepherd is a faith-based, non-profit organization with a 
simple but staggering goal: to break the cycle of poverty on 

the near Eastside of Indianapolis. 
Shepherd’s programs meet the physical, emotional, 

academic, and spiritual needs of children, teens, and adults.
Change the World. Start in Indy.

SAME-GENDER ATTRACTION 
SPARKS DISCUSSION


