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See some local art about “Where Art and 
History Converge” at the Wabash Hoosier 
Salon. Page 3

Prepare for your Black Friday adventure 
this year. Arm yourself with ways to navi-
gate the crowds this Thanksgiving. Avoid 
a consumer’s nightmare by learning tips 
to save money and not get lost in a sea of 
people. Page 6

The Grant County Rescue Mission guides 
residents from addictions to drugs and 
alcohol to the pursual of independence. 
Hear two men’s life-changing stories. 
Page 9

As fossil fuel supplies drain, fuel effi-
cient or electric cars, like the Tesla 
Model S, will become the vehicles of 
the future. Learn more about “Smarter 
Transportation.” Page 5

Ball State 
wrestles with 
religious   
expression

This semester, two people appeared on Ball 
State University’s campus with messages 
they call the Gospel but few consider good 
news.

Micah Armstrong and George Smock are 
traveling pastors who visit college campuses 
with their wives to preach on the quad and 
engage students in what BSU Chief of Police 
Gene Burton refers to as “lively dialogue.”

According to the BSU Daily News, Arm-
strong visited BSU on Sept. 4 and 5 and on  
Oct. 10.

“His hasty generalizations prompted stu-
dents for an afternoon filled with debate,” 
the student-provided news outlet reported. 
Armstrong’s comments focused on things 
he saw as sexual sins  — all of which he said 
were sending students to hell.

“His words and his demeanor are nonsensi-
cal and against Jesus Christ,” BSU student 
Maria Hannah, who is a self-proclaimed 
Christian, said in a letter to the editor fol-
lowing the Daily News’ story on Armstrong’s 
campus presence. She apologized on Arm-
strong’s behalf, saying, “Brother Micah (Arm-
strong) is not a Brother at all.”

Smock was on campus with his wife, Sis-
ter Cindy Smock, Oct. 3. According to the 
Daily News, their message wasn’t much dif-
ferent from Armstrong’s: “Sister Cindy later 
said that almost all women are going to hell 
because they are sexually immoral and pro-
miscuous.”

BSU Daily News reported that almost 40 
students stopped to listen.

“It was very much condemning student 
behavior, based on what a student wore . . . 
or what this person perceived as his or her 
behavior,” Lynda Wiley, Ball State’s Associate 
Vice President for Student Affairs, said of the 
evangelists’ talks.

Armstrong and Smock have spoken on 
numerous other campuses, typically infor-
mally on the quad or in designated free 
speech areas.

“The reason that people with outrageous 
points of view come to college campuses is 
because they have an audience,” Wiley said. 

“When a student comes and says they sat for 
a half hour or an hour listening to this person 
and they were just enraged, it’s hard for me 
to give them good advice, because the best 
advice that I would give is don’t sit there and 
watch.”

YouTube videos of both evangelists’ pres-
ences show students throwing out comments 
and questions that could be interpreted as 
provocative.

“We all have the ability to walk away, to 
not listen, to not engage,” Wiley said. “That 
person does have the right to say things we 
don’t agree with.”

Senior Larry Kimball, Director of Taylor 
University’s Ball State ministry, said the 
events at BSU bring up a good point for him 
and his leadership team to think through and 
discuss. The student ministry formerly gave 
free coffee to BSU students.

“People would just line up, say what they 
want,” Kimball said. “We would make it for 
them, give it to them. And the evangelistic 
aspect came in the fact that we were trying 
to build relationship and build conversation 
while they were getting free coffee.”

The group no longer has access to the cof-
fee machine they previously used and hasn’t 
been to BSU this semester.

“We’re restructuring a little bit,” Kimball 
said, explaining that they’re trying to develop 
their approach.

“How do we go about that mission of actual 
good news? That Christ came and reconciled 
to God . . . .

KARA HACKETT
MANAGING EDITOR
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Campus Center still next priority in long list of building projects

Taylor faculty and students mingle in the student union. The new student union has been on the list of building projects for Taylor for several years.

The smell of freshly brewed coffee drifts 
from the Jumping Bean to the circum-
ference of the student union where six 
senior girls huddle around a table Mon-
day night for a group meeting.

The girls enjoy the union’s atmo-
sphere. But do they like the building?

The table erupts in laughter that 
echoes off the concave walls.

“I like it,” says Gretchen Hiller when 
the laughter stops. “I just think it is a 
little cramped for how many people 
like to come here. There’s not a lot of 
space.”

“There’s not a lot to offer,” says Kirsten 
Eberle.

But the union as Taylor students 
know it won’t be around for long.

The spaceship-esque dome built in 
1972 is set to be replaced by a state-
of-the-art “campus center” that will be 
built over and around Rediger Audito-
rium.

But beyond blueprints and promises, 

students have seen little progress on 
the building project.

Three Echo articles in the past two 
years have chronicled the administra-
tion’s plans for a new campus center, 

calling it the university’s “next priority” 
after the grand opening of the Euler 
Science Complex in August 2012.

Now 100-odd students who crowd 
the union on weeknights are asking: 
Why is Taylor building a new dorm by 
Gerig Hall before seeing any progress 
on the campus center?

“I find it really weird because I 
thought it was the next big thing,” said 
sophomore Andrew Whitworth, finish-
ing the last bites of a Noah’s Ark pizza 
from the Grille Monday night. “Then 
(Taylor) built a new dorm, and I don’t 
know what that’s all about.”

Vice President for Student Devel-
opment Skip Trudeau says this year’s 
freshman class of 560 new students — 
the largest incoming class in Taylor’s 
history — presented an immediate 
concern for housing on campus next 
fall, which contributed to the new 
dorm’s quick appearance on adminis-
trative agendas.

“We just felt like we had to respond,” 
Trudeau said.

But the bigger reason Taylor is build-
ing the dorm before the new union is 
the difference in funding models each 

North Korean communist leaders are 
made of mystery. Learn the history 
behind the tight-lipped tyranny. Page 4
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Mid-year graduates not increasing at 
Taylor, despite national trend

JON STROSHINE
NEWS EDITOR

Students graduating after December and J-term face uncertain futures

 Ryan Caven knew he was going to grad-
uate after J-term of 2013. He also knew 
he had what many other seniors only 
dream about: a post-college job offer.

But when it came time to decide in 
early September, Caven turned down a 
desk job at Wal-Mart to follow his pas-
sions.

“If I could have my own business 
sometime . . . I think that would be 
ideal,” Caven said. “But I’m gonna be 
honest, I have no idea what that looks 
like. I’m your typical lame college stu-

dent who has no idea.”
Early graduation is on the rise na-

tionwide, according to Vice President 
for Student Development/Dean of 
Students Skip Trudeau, as students 
seek to fight the rising costs of higher 
education.

Taylor students do not seem to fit 
that trend, however. A study done by 
Director of Institutional Research Ed-
win Welch found that 48 of the students 
who entered Taylor in 2008 graduated 
early, as compared to 69 from the 2007 

freshman class and 65 the year before 
that.

Trudeau believes there may be a rea-
son behind Taylor students deciding to 
stick around for a full eight semesters.

“Our community and our affinity 
for this community is so tight, people 
might be willing to stay here longer 
because they just thrive and enjoy this 
community,” Trudeau said.

Caven and other students graduat-
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‘I thought it was the next big thing’

“I find it really weird because I 
thought (the campus center) 
was the next big thing...Then 

(Taylor) built a new dorm, and 
I don’t know what that’s all 

about.” -Andrew Whitworth


