
considering life  after taylor

This summer, the 
crack of the baseball 
bat and the roar of the 

crowd coming from the west end of campus will be 
replaced by the sound of bulldozers tearing out Tay-
lor’s baseball field. 

On May 8, Taylor University Athletics announced 
it had received a $300,000 donation from a recent 
alumnus who chose to remain anonymous. The dona-
tion is specifically given to the Taylor baseball pro-
gram for state-of-the-art field turf and dugouts to be 
built before the 2012-2013 school year. 

FieldTurf, the company Taylor hired for the instal-
lation, has installed artificial turf for the Minne-
sota Twins’ Metrodome, the University of Oregon’s 
Autzen Stadium, the Indianapolis Colts’ Lucas Oil 
Stadium and more.    

“I’m overjoyed,” Taylor Athletic Director Angie Fin-
cannon said. “When someone shares their gifts like 
this, I can’t tell you how much it touches us.”

This is the second major donation to the athletic 
department in the past six months, which total $3.5 
million.

“It indicates a healthiness in athletic programs 
and indicates an excitement on campus that gives 

students that sense that Taylor is moving forward,” 
Fincannon said.

The Taylor athletics program will overhaul three 
of its venues this summer, including a new football 
and soccer stadium, Odle Arena and now the base-
ball diamond.

The baseball team secured its third-straight MCC 
regular season championship Saturday, April 28, 
to qualify for the first round of the NAIA National 
Tournament, which began Thursday and concludes 
Saturday, May 12.

“We want to continue to be excellent in everything 
we do: in the way we play, in the team’s academic 
success and in their spiritual growth,” Taylor Head 

Baseball Coach Kyle Gould said.
Gould adds that the donor was profoundly 

impacted by Taylor’s previous head baseball coach 
Larry Winterholter.

“I am excited to see the renovations and can’t thank 
the donor and all of the players before me enough,” 
junior pitcher Derek Kinzer said. 

With these renovations, Taylor will be the first 
NAIA college in Indiana to utilize artificial turf 
year-round for its baseball field. With the summer 
recruitment season just around the corner, the new 
diamond comes at a pivotal point for showing off the 
program in a tangible way. 

“It will draw more attention to our program and 
will be a useful tool in recruiting great players,” said 
sophomore infielder Austin York.

Taylor coaches and players are thankful for the 
donations and hope they will become more common 
as the baseball program grows.

“Alumni are seeing what is going on, and they are 
being compelled to give not only because of what they 
see now but also because of the meaning it had for 
their lives,” senior outfielder Ian Nielsen said. “This 
field represents that beautiful picture of the program 
and the impact it has.”
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“Most puns require the smallest amount of intellect, operating on sound alone like toddlers with squeaky hammers.“ 
Justin Chisham, Arts & Entertainment

As seniors approach grad-
uation, questions loom 
ahead about life after Tay-

lor. Life choices include job searching, graduate 
school, taking a gap year, getting married — or 
choosing more than one of those options. 

Searching for a job is the most popular after-
Taylor-life choice for many graduates, but what 
does this look like in an economy that has been 
unstable since 2007, before any members of the 
graduating class started college?

Encouraging news for graduates comes from a 
new study conducted by the National Association 
of Colleges and Employers (NACE). Employers 
expect to hire 10.2 percent more college graduates 
from the class of 2012 than they did from the class 
of 2011, according to the NACE study posted on 
their website.

Yet, employment among youth remains a struggle 
at the national level. According to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, the unemployment rate through-
out the country was 8.1 percent in April, while the 

unemployment rate for young college graduates 
was 9.4 percent, according to a report by the Eco-
nomic Policy Institute. Underemployment is also 
a problem for many graduates, with the rate only 
shifting from 19.8 percent in 2010 to 19.1 percent 
in 2011. 

Some of these statistics could be attributed to the 
lack of jobs or the inexperience of graduates.

“I think lack of experience is too easy of an answer 
as to why [students] don’t have jobs, but it certainly 
could be a factor,” said Director of Career Develop-

ment Jill Smith. “Several don’t start looking until 
after graduation because they are either fearful, 
don’t feel the immediate need to look or are so busy 
trying to finish projects and classes.”

Although the experience that the workforce can 
provide is appealing to many, some students choose 
to put their entrance into a full-time career on hold. 

In 2011 and 2010, 59 percent of Taylor University 
students received a job the first year after gradu-
ation. Eighteen percent attended graduate school 
after Taylor in 2011, and 20 percent attended in 
2010. 

Senior Holly Murphy is among the Taylor gradu-
ates opting for continued education after Taylor. 
Murphy will use her psychology degree as she 
attends Columbia’s mental health counseling pro-
gram this fall.

Graduate school is also part of the plan for 
seniors Hannah Jessup and Steve Rockey, who 
will exchange wedding vows a few days after 

christen gall 
S T A F F  W R I T E R

FREE SHORT FILM SCREENINGS

The Narrative Filmmaking class is 
screening their films tonight at 6:30 
p.m. in Rediger.

CHECKOUT INFORMATION

Checkout times:
Underclassmen: 10 a.m., Fri., May 18
Non-senior graduation participants: 
10:00 a.m., Sat., May 19
Seniors: 4:00 p.m., Sat., May 19.
Storage:
5:00 p.m., Sun., May 13
Students who leave large items in 
hallways will be assessed a $25 fine.
Checkout instructions:
A PA must inspect all rooms and 
suites before occupants leave. Stu-
dents are expected to clean floors, 
furniture and windowsills and lock 
all windows.
Charges:
Failure to leave by appropriate time: 
$50 ($25 per additional 1/2 hour)
Keys: $10 mailbox key / $50 room key
No Check-Out: $10
Dirty Rooms & Suites: $10 minimum
Damages: Cost of Repair

tim reithmiller
C R E A T I v E  D I R E C T O R

They show up about 10 
minutes before it opens, 
reading on the benches, 

talking in the galleria, loitering by the double doors.
 The lights flicker on, and the workers unlock the 

doors as the others wait anxiously on the other side 
of the glass windows.

But it’s not a hot ticket concert or a Black Friday 
sale.

It’s Zondervan Library at 7 p.m. on a Sunday night.
Senior math major Daniel Rodman is the first to 

arrive Sunday, May 4, texting on a bench outside 
the library doors.

“I’m not sure what I think about the Sabbath,” Rod-
man said. “In the LTC it says something about not 
having ‘business as usual.’ But it is complicated 
because people have different opinions about what 
that means.”

That’s where the debate begins. According to Uni-
versity Expectations in the Life Together Covenant 
(LTC), “Members of the community are to observe 
this day as a day set apart primarily for worship, 
fellowship, ministry, and rest. While activities such 
as recreation, exercise, and study may be a part of 
the day, ‘business as usual’ relative to University 
programs and services will not be sanctioned or 
encouraged.”

Rodman respects Taylor for trying to make the 
Sabbath a priority for students by keeping the 
library closed until the evening. He says during the 
day, students can study in their rooms, in the geek 
room or at the union.

But at the other end of the bench, freshman politi-
cal science major Joe Friedrichsen drops his bulging 
book bag.

“The library needs to be open earlier,” Friedrichsen 
said. “Seven is too late.”

In a survey conducted by The Echo, 51 percent of 
253 respondents said they would use the library on 
Sundays if it opened earlier in the day. According to 
the survey, 29 percent of students believe the Sab-
bath should be observed on Sunday only, whereas 
48 percent of students believe the Sabbath can be 
observed any day of the week.

“The Sabbath was originally on Saturday,” Fried-
richsen said. “I believe now it can be any day of the 
week, so Sunday is not a big deal.”

Friedrichsen uses the library about 14 times on 
any given week. He likes it better than other study 
locations because it’s quiet and has lots of resources.

“Most people I know get their work done on Sun-
day,” Friedrichsen said. “I like to get my work done 
as early in the day as possible, so it would be nice if 
the library was open Sunday afternoons.”

That’s where the larger debate begins. The Kessler 
Student Activity Centers opens at 2 p.m. on Sunday 
for “recreational use.” But for those who exercise 
regularly, is working out “business as usual” just 
like studying is for Taylor’s type-A personalities?

“I have heard people make the argument that work-
ing out was different than working in the library,” 
said University Librarian Dan Bowell. “That’s a 
pretty weak argument it seems to me. Maybe some 
people just want to come in for a quiet place to read 
and meditate, and the library certainly would be 
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continued on Page 2

Sunday library hours debate
continued on Page 2

The current baseball field will be remodeled this summer after a generous donation from an anonymous almunus.

“Employers expect to hire 10.2 
percent more college graduates 
from the class of 2012 than they 

did from the class of 2011.”

“It indicates a healthiness in athletic 
programs and indicates an excitement 

on campus that gives students that 
sense that Taylor is moving forward.”

A Humble Home run

Freshman Sarah Cook takes advantage of the 
library on a Sunday night.
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