
Breaking Barriers 
Behind Bars

Variety Magazine said he hit 
“all the right notes” in the lead 
male role of his recent indepen-

dent feature film.
Taylor University Director of Theatre Tracy Manning 

called him a quiet leader and everybody’s friend. 
Roles in theatre production such as “Flowers for Algernon” 

and “Grease” turned into acting jobs in films for up-and-
coming actor Taylor graduate Jason Burkey (‘07).

Burkey stars in “October Baby,” produced and directed by 
Erwin Brothers Films, about the journey of a young woman 
seeking her birth mother after discovering she was almost 
aborted. The film came out in theatres 
last weekend, placing eighth at the box 
office over the weekend.

A Chicago native, Burkey studied 
media communication with a produc-
tion concentration while at Taylor. But 
instead of making movies, Burkey now 
stars in them. 

“I’ve always loved acting,” Burkey said. 
“I think I got the bug from my mom who 
was a stage director and actress. Being 
a media production major with a film 
emphasis introduced me to the world 
of acting for film. My study and work 
on film crews taught me ‘set protocol’ 
that I use in my career as an actor now.”

Burkey didn’t start out as a media 
communication major. He changed 

from communication studies to production after the arrival 
of John and Kathy Bruner his junior year. 

“It was crucial for them to come to Taylor for my career,” 
Burkey said.  “I learned a lot from the Bruners.”

The Bruners teach production classes in the media commu-
nication department. Kathy remembers him as a fun-loving 
student, but a student dedicated to movies. 

“He was in ‘Thin Ice,’ a film that won the Jimmy Stewart 
Crystal Heart Award at the Heartland Film Festival in India-
napolis,” she said. 

Both expressed their delight in seeing a media production 
student find a place in the film industry. 
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“The tough part is you have people on all different levels: single, dating, engaged and celibate. You need to have a 
wide reach.“ Isaac Bryan, Life & Times

Ed cannot tell the men his last 
name, but he can tell them about 
God.

That is why they come.
They come in tan bodysuits and 

black boots. They come Caucasian, 
African, Latino and Asian. They 
come to get away or to learn a new 
way.

Every Satur-
day during the 
second half of 
spring semester, 
nearly 30 men 
f i l e  through 
the steel doors 
of  Pendleton 
Correctional 
Facility to the 
concrete chapel 
in the back of 
the courtyard 
where Biblical 
Studies profes-
sor Ed Meadors 
waits to greet them with a group of 
students in his Acts and the Early 
Church class.

Meadors started a prison min-
istry at Pendleton in spring 2008. 
Since then, he has established a 
program for about 10 students to 
work with prisoners in a class-
room setting for six weeks. This 
year, Meadors is only taking male 

students because the offenders are 
not used to being around women.

The ministry begins Saturday 
at 10 a.m.

Every Saturday, the men know 
the routine. In prison, everything 
is routine.

“What they want the most is 
teaching,” Meadors said. “They 

want to think.”
So he lec-

tures for an 
hour about 
Paul’s letters 
in Romans or 
Philippians.

“I intention-
a l l y  c h o s e 
Paul because 
he suffered 
in prison on 
at least three 
occasions and 
probably four,” 
Meadors said. 

“I remind the offenders that Paul 
suffered capital punishment. He 
was executed. So instantly, there’s 
common ground with Paul.”

The men respond to Meadors’s 
lectures in different ways. Some 
are seeking, some are manipulat-
ing and some are only there to 
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WInD EnSEMBLE

The Taylor Wind Ensemble will be 
performing their Holy Week Sacred 
Concert on Wed., April 4, at 7:30 p.m. 
in Rediger Chapel.

ATM SERVICES On CAMPUS

The ATM in the Dining Commons has 
been replaced, and the new machine 
is a cash withdrawal only machine. 
Students can no longer make depos-
its at this ATM. 
The ATM in the entry of the Fre-
imuth Building will be removed but 
not replaced.
The current ATM machine at the 
bookstore will continue to be avail-
able.

WAFFLE COnE OPEn HOUSE

Cellar’s waffle cone open house raised 
approximately $450 for Youth Confer-
ence 2012.

cHristen gall 
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Dean of Faculty 
and Christian 
Education pro-

fessor Dr. Faye Chechowich will teach 
a new Women in Ministry class this fall 
to help students consider the roles of 
women in the church.

“I’m hoping that those who sign up for 
the class will have an opportunity to think 
about their view of 
women in leader-
ship theologically, 
psychologically 
and sociologically,” 
Chechowich said.

The class will 
begin by explor-
ing how personal 
b e l i e f s  a b o u t 
women in minis-
try form. There are 
several different “strands” that make up 
these beliefs, according to Chechowich. 
These include not only biblical and theo-
logical elements, but also psychological 
and sociological factors.

Studying women in ministry is impor-
tant to a society in which women make up 
more than 50 percent of people involved 
in the church, according to Chechowich. 

“Gifts are not distributed according to 
gender,” Chechowich said. “There are 
women who have leadership gifts, teach-
ing gifts, preaching gifts, wisdom gifts, 
and we need to have a theology and a 

practical approach to how we do ministry 
that takes that into account.”

Chechowich assures students the pur-
pose of the class is not to persuade or 
dictate perspectives on women’s roles in 
the church. She recognizes that students 
have varying opinions, and she wants 
to foster respect for differing viewpoints. 

“What I hope happens in this class is 
that we exam-
ine some of our 
presumptions 
about gender 
roles and that 
we understand 
some of those 
presumptions 
that we have 
are unexam-
ined,” Checho-
wich said. “We 

inherit them, we’re socialized into them, 
and I’m hoping that . . . as we hold them 
up to the light of Scripture, this will be a 
place where people are affirmed because 
of their giftedness.”

This class is not just for women. 
Chechowich hopes both men and women 
will sign up for this class, as does Chris-
tian Education Professor Dr. Phil Collins.

“I’d really like to encourage men to take 
the class,” Collins said. “They have a lot 
to learn from the class, as well.” 

For more information, contact Checho-
wich at fychechow@tayloru.edu.
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women in 
ministry course

Jason Burkey (‘07) talks with co-star Rachel Hendrix while filming “October Baby.” The film hit theaters last weekend.

from small town to tinseltown

T h e  w o r l d 
and its com-
munities are 

divided by race, socioeconomics and 
other man-made distinctions. But 
this weekend, the Honors Guild will 
attempt to bridge these gaps through 
education with its conference “Resto-
ration of the Other.”

“[Restoration] is something that 
affects all of our lives, and it affects 
our global community as well as our 
very close community,” said Maria 
Lehr, the Honors Guild graduate 
assistant, who has been planning this 
event from the beginning. “We’re all 
going to have to deal with restoration 
in many areas whether it’s with our 
families or our work friendships.”

Keynote  speaker  Dr. Joseph 
D’Souza will open the conference 
Saturday morning with his talk “The 
End of Oppression: Restoring God-
Given Dignity to India’s Dalits and 
India’s Poor,” providing students with 
an international perspective on what 
restoration means.

Various break-out sessions will con-
tinue throughout the day, ending with 
keynote speaker Dr. Miroslav Volf and 
his talk “Honor Everyone: Respecting 
Those from Whom We Strongly Differ,” 
sharing his knowledge from the sev-
eral books he has written on the topic.

“We wanted to bring in a conference 
for all of campus,” Lehr said. “This is 
a topic that we all need to be involved 
in, that we all need to be thinking 
through, discussing and hopefully 
applying to our own lives.”

With this in mind, the conference is 
complementary to all current students.

In one of the breakout sessions, Pas-
tor Steve Stockman and Ed Peterson 

conference for 
restoration

“Jesus said if you minis-
ter to those in prison, you 
minister to me. I feel very 
convicted this minister is 
performing the work of 

Christ as he’s called us to 
perform it . . . .”

“Studying women in ministry is 
important to a society in which 
women make up more than 50 

percent of people involved in the 
church.”

Continued on page 2

As Recyclemania ends, Taylor con-
tinues sustainability initiatives with 
Green Week, which is expanding 
this year to a three-week competi-
tion between residence halls called 
Sustain TU-gether: Energy Compe-
tition 2012. It began March 26 and 
continues to April 15. Residence 
halls compete based on percentage 
reductions in water and electricity 
usage. The hall with the largest per-
centage reduction will receive $400. 
For more information, contact Kevin 
Crosby at kevin_crosby@taylor.edu.
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Burkey (center) wins Airband with Second East Wengatz for their newsies performance 
in 2004.


