
P
h

ot
o 

by
 T

im
 R

ie
th

m
il

le
r

World
world at 
peace?

Opinions
press a3
for plan b

  in briefs

BasketBall seasons 
come to a close

 Sports 

taylor’s radio station 
heard ‘round the world

A&E

nostalgia night is
“in-tents”

Life & Times

Today
36°
24°
Saturday
31°
24°
Sunday
42°
35°

weekend weather

Volume 99 
Number 18
24 Feb  
2012

“Instead of embracing their gifts as gifts from God to encourage and teach us, some are calling them crazy. And 
instead of having conversations and relationships with people who believe differently, some are accusing [others] of 
not ‘living by faith.’“ Stephanie Caudle, Opinions

In response to the Obama administration’s Heath and Human 
Services (HHS) mandate, which forces religious organizations 
to provide abortifacients, sterilizations and contraceptives to 
employees without co-pays, Alliance Defense Fund (ADF) filed a federal lawsuit, 
Geneva College v. Sebelius, on behalf of Geneva College on Tuesday. This is the 
second suit filed against this mandate by ADF this week.

“At Geneva College, we only have one Lord, and he does not live in Washington, 
D.C.,” said Geneva College President Ken Smith in Geneva’s press release on 
the lawsuit. “The First Amendment protects Americans from mandates that 
require us to act against our own convictions. We find the mandate to provide 
our faculty, staff and students with insurance that provides pills to abort 
babies totally abhorrent and unacceptable. The government shouldn’t be able 
to force anyone to buy or sell insurance that subsidizes morally objectionable 
treatments.”

Geneva College v. Sebelius claims the mandate violates 
the Religious Freedom Restoration Act and the First and 
Fifth Constitutional Amendments.

ADF first filed suit in representation of Louisiana Col-
lege on Saturday, as the college also strongly opposes the 
government forcing it to supply employees with morally 
questionable prescription drugs.

“The time for silence is over,” said Louisiana College Presi-
dent Dr. Joe W. Aguillard in the college’s press release on the subject. “Louisiana 
College will not sit by and allow this or any government to usurp our God-given 
religious freedoms and our time-honored Baptist heritage.”

Opinions on the other side of the argument claim these religious organiza-
tions are taking advantage of the mandate to further political convictions.

“This lawsuit is inspired by politics and nothing more,” said Adam Winkler, a 
constitutional law professor at UCLA, to Talking Points Memo.

The Obama administration is working to reconcile the HHS mandate with 
concerned religious organizations, giving itself a one-year deadline to sort out 
the mess, a time frame landing them after the election.

The mandate was tweaked to pass the fee for the medications from the reli-
gious nonprofits to the insurance companies, but the employers remain restless, 

claiming they would still be affiliated with the medications, 
violating their religious beliefs. Churches and other houses of 
worship are completely exempt from the mandate.

A White House official claimed the administration will meet with religious 
leaders to write policies “that respect religious liberty and ensure access to 
preventive services for women enrolled in self-insured group health plans 
sponsored by religious organizations,” according to The Hill.

The HHS mandate strikes a deeper issue than religion. Opponents look to 
its further implications.

“People of faith shouldn’t be punished by the government for following their 
beliefs when making decisions for themselves or their organizations,” said 
ADF Senior Counsel Kevin Theriot in an ADF press release. “The Obama 
administration invented a fake ‘right’ to get ‘free’ abortion pills and steriliza-

tion and elevated it above real freedoms protected by the 
First Amendment. This calculated and intentional attempt 
to eradicate constitutional protections should terrify every 
freedom-loving American.”

The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty also filed federal 
lawsuits against the HHS mandate on behalf of Belmont 
Abbey College, Colorado Christian University, Eternal Word 
Television Network (EWTN), and, mostly recently, Ave 
Maria University.

The lawsuits continue to pile as more colleges and other religious organiza-
tions take action.

“We’re just watching the issues closely and how they develop,” said Assistant 
Director for Media Relations Ashley Smith of Huntington College.

Taylor does not have an official position yet on these lawsuits due to the 
mandate’s unstable meaning.

“[The mandate] has changed many times,” said Director of Media Relations 
Jim Garringer. “We are watching the situation carefully and prayerfully.”

      These six organizations are joined by more than a dozen state attorneys 
who signed a joint letter to HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, Treasury Sec-
retary Timothy Geithner and Labor Secretary Hilda Solis in opposition to this 
mandate, as well as more than 100,000 complaints to the Obama administration.
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mandate announced, conflict ensues
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It is near the 
heart of campus, 
but out of mind. 

Large, but difficult to see. 
As plans for the state-of-the-art sports com-

plex press full-speed ahead, a less conspicuous 
athletic facility behind Rediger Auditorium 
appears to be outdated and overlooked. 

This week, the football field house faced build-
ing and fire code compliance speculation.

“It is an issue that has never been addressed,” 
said Assistant Football Coach Mike Miley, who 
works on the building’s third floor. “It’s human 
nature that a lot of things you don’t notice until 
something happens — a loss of property or a 

loss of life.”
Addressing the issue, architect Sam Jones of 

the Troyer Group will review the field house 
Thursday for International Building Code com-
pliance, according to Facilities Services Direc-
tor Greg Eley. Jones will specifically address 
what Eley calls “life safety” issues involving the 
building’s stairways, exits and fire prevention 
features. 

Although the three-story building has nine 
fire extinguishers, it has no fire alarms, sprin-
klers or smoke detectors. 

The field house was built to code in 1965 as 
a “temporary structure” to provide locker rooms, 
showers and storage for various teams, includ-

ing football, baseball, cross country, track and 
golf, according to the Sept. 15, 1965, edition of 
The Echo.

Until now, questionable parts of the building 
have been legally accepted as “grandfathered” 
structures, or structures allowed to remain 
despite current codes because they were “law-
fully in existence” before the new rules were 
adopted, according to Fire Prevention and 
Building Safety Commission Title 675, Section 
11 (a).

However, certain “grandfathered” exceptions 
only apply if the building’s “existing use or occu-
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TUITION INCREASES

Taylor tuition and all other asso-
ciated fees required of students 
will increase for the 2012-2013 
school year by 2.5 percent.

This percentage fleshes out 
to be $875.

Taylor will continue to offer 
free tuition during J-term.

This is the lowest percentage 
increase in more than 10 years, 

and this marks the fifth straight 
year that Taylor ’s  tuit ion 
increase is below the national 
average of eight percent.

ETHICS BOWL TEAM

The Ethics Bowl team will have 
a public scrimmage in Reade 
240 at 5 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 
27. Everyone is welcome to get 

a glimpse of how team mem-
bers will represent Taylor at 
the Intercollegiate Ethics Bowl 
national competition on March 1.
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The Pentagon announced Feb. 9 that it will permit 
female members of the U.S. military to be assigned 
permanent duty on ground battalions, an allowance 

that will inch females closer to front line of combat.  
The decision came after Congress requested the Pentagon reevaluate its 1994 

policy, a rule refusing women positions in ground units assigned to direct artil-
lery, infantry and tank combat. After a long-anticipated Congressional review, 
the State Department said it would open 14,000 new positions for women, while 
still excluding them from nearly 238,000 slots within the Army, Marine Corps 
and special operations forces.

At the onset of war in Iraq and Afghanistan in 2001, the military faced drastic 
change within its operations, according to Steve Griffin, former Army lieutenant 
and columnist for The New York Times. Statistics show that 15 percent of active 
duty forces within the U.S. military are women, while more than 230,000 women 
have been involved in active combat in both Iraq and Afghanistan.

“The wars of the past 10 years have shown that women can be just as valuable 

on the battlefield as men,” Griffin said. “Is every female soldier as good as the 
ones I was fortunate enough to serve with? Of course not. But neither is every 
male soldier.” 

Traditional societal perceptions of women’s and men’s roles may lie at the 
heart of the controversy, according to sociology professor Mark Jessup. Because 
men have traditionally served roles as protectors, any change of military policy 
will take time.

“I think the transition will be less difficult for women than the transition will 
be for men,” Jessup said. “. . . I suspect that as women begin to take on roles 
that men traditionally have, that men will cling to those things that have given 
them a sense of identity.”

Much of the debate that surrounds the topic is based upon questions about the 
physical capability of females and the effect this may have on the morale of male 
soldiers, according to Capt. Scott A. Cuomo, a Marine Commander who served 
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women close to combat

“...the employers remain restless, 
claiming they would still be 

affiliated with the medications, 
violating their religious beliefs.”

The west interrior of the main field house deteriorates from age.

The field house is 60 feet by 160 feet of corrugated steel. It was originally used for “outdoor sports practice in bad weather, and for intramurals and some physical education activity,” according to the Fall 1965 Taylor Magazine.
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