
Taylor participates in test used by Harvard 
researchers to propose belief in God is 

affected by cognitive processes

Data from Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Princeton University, Harvard University and Michigan State University was collected in a 26-month period beginning in January 2003 by Shane Frederick, Assistant Professor of Management Science, Sloan School of Management, 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

TRIPP GORMAN SERVICES

Sophomore John Courtney 
(Tripp) Gorman, III, passed 
away on Tuesday night at 
Marion General Hospital. 
Viewing hours are Saturday, 
from 2-6 p.m. The funeral 
will be held at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, 1100 W. 
Jeffras Ave., Marion, Sunday 
at 3 p.m.

“We continue to be in 
prayer for Tripp’s fam-

ily, loved ones and friends 
in the days, weeks and 

months to come,” said Dr. 
Skip Trudeau, Dean of 

Students at Taylor.
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Birth Place: Paint Creek, Texas
Birth Date: 03/04/1950
Religion: Methodist
Education: BS, Animal Science, Texas A&M 
  University, 1972

Political Experience:
Texas Governor, 2000-present
Texas Lieutenant Governor, 1999-2000
Texas Commissioner of Agriculture, 1990-1998
Texas State House of Representatives, District 64, 
1985-1990

Professional Experience:
United States Air Force, 1972-1977

61%

39%

GOVERNOR 

RICK PERRY

The Presidential Pursuit  

PATTERSON WINS NUMBER 699
 Sports 

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS AND 
CULTURE IN SONG

A&E

INTERGALACTIC INSTRUCTOR
Life & Times

Today
38°
27°
Saturday
44°
43°
Sunday
46°
33°

WEEKEND WEATHER

Volume 99 
Number 13
2 DEC 
2011

As society shifts focus toward technology and the applied 
sciences, officials in both public and academic offices begin 
to question the fiscal productivity of liberal arts institutions, 
according to a report by the Associated Press.

In the middle of the debate is Florida Governor Rick Scott, who recently 
stated that because of the nation’s economic downturn, it is not financially 
beneficial to continue to pay tax dollars to “educate people who can’t get 
jobs in anthropology.”

 A 2009 study published by Inside Higher Ed indicates that liberal arts 
colleges around the nation are declining.

The economic slump has affected the enrollment at many of Taylor’s 
peer institutions, and Taylor itself is not immune to financial challenges, 
according to Dean of Students Skip Trudeau.

“We are at a point for Taylor in which we can’t just keep raising tuition 
rates like we have,” Trudeau said. “I don’t want to ignore those factors 
because it’s hard to maintain our enrollment, but yet we have. How long 
are we going to be able to maintain? Well, I think that’s a big question.”

According to Vice President of Business Administration Ron Suther-

land, Taylor administrators are analyzing costs and working 
through plans to maintain a whole-person focus on academics.

“The key is to find the balance to provide the highest quality 
of education without incurring much extra cost to the student,” Sutherland 
said. “The costs of the institution are high, but so far, Taylor has done a 
good job maintaining stability.” 

Trudeau and Sutherland both said a more utilitarian educational 
approach would not be financially beneficial to students’ careers long-term.

“I think that from an academic perspective, if you have a humanities 
track you can go farther,” Trudeau said. “I actually think that we need 
more CEOs with humanities backgrounds than we do with business 
backgrounds.”

The fluctuating state of the economy provides potential for a large 
number of job changes and creates the need for more transferrable skills, 
according to many Taylor professors. Many Taylor student advisers said 
they encourage students to value all classes as a practical element of 
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DEFENDING THE HUMANITIES
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“In all honesty, we like to have it all together. We try to avoid revealing anything we believe is subpar about ourselves. 
Therefore, as we try to get by, it leads us to hide our feelings in order to project a good image.” Rachel Vachon, 
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Ref lect ion  vs .  Intu it ion
orces that define human experience are often indefinable. 
Like faith, hope or love, intuition is an obscure intrinsic 
power — a vine that bears two seeds: truth and deception. 
Although philosophers and psychologists have attempted 
to categorize this cognitive process for centuries, a recent 

experimental study conducted by Harvard University research-
ers sheds new light on the age-old mystery.

On Sept. 19, Harvard researchers Amitai Shenhav, David 
Rand and Joshua Greene published a study called Divine 
Intuition: Cognitive Style Influences Belief in God about 
how “cognitive processes,” or the way the brain collects and 
processes information, influence perceptions of God.

“We wanted to see if people who rely more on automatic 
or intuitive processes might be drawn more toward faith,” 
Shenhav said.

The researchers surveyed 882 Americans online using 
a three-item Cognitive Reflection Test (CRT) and a demo-
graphic survey with questions about faith, the immortal soul 
and family religiosity.

The CRT consists of three seemingly simple word problems 
that require critical thinking to answer correctly. A sample 
question is: Joe and Susan’s age totals 26 years. Joe is 20 years 
older than Susan. How old is Susan?

The intuitive, incorrect answer is six. The reflective, correct 
answer is three.

The Echo administered the test to 981 random Taylor students 
via campus e-mail with the permission of the CRT’s creator Assis-
tant Professor of Management Science at Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) Shane Frederick. Of 175 survey respondents, 52 
percent answered two or three questions correctly (indicating more reflec-
tive thought processes), whereas 48 percent answered zero or one question 
correctly (indicating more intuitive thought processes).

Yet, 90 percent of all students surveyed claimed to be “completely confident God 
does exist.” This provides a compelling contrast to Harvard’s findings that participants 
with more intuitive, incorrect CRT responses reported a more confident belief in God.

According to the 2008 Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, 92 percent of 
Americans believe in God or a divine spirit, which is close to the worldwide 

average of 88-93 percent.
Reflecting on the statistics, Shenhav says there are compelling 
reasons the human species might be drawn to believing in God.

“There’s been this link in the research on cognitive science in 
religion suggesting that there are a lot of beliefs and tendencies 
we have that tend to underlie a belief in God,” Shenhav said. 
“Those include our need for understanding the world around 

us in very specific ways, including our tendency to think of 
our minds as separate from our bodies and something that 
might continue on past the time our bodies expire. We also 
have these tendencies to think about things according to 
what purpose they were designed for.”

Frederick did not foresee religious implications when 
he designed the CRT in 2005 to classify decision-making 
processes as either intuitive or reflective. However, accord-
ing to Harvard’s study, people who answered all three CRT 
questions intuitively or incorrectly were one-and-a-half 
times as likely to report being convinced of God’s existence 
than people who answered all three questions reflectively 
or correctly.

At Taylor, intuitive and reflective responses appear to be 
more well-balanced with belief in God or a divine spirit as 

a common denominator among 99 percent of participants. 
Overall, 31 percent of respondents answered all three ques-

tions reflectively, and 29 percent answered all three questions 
intuitively.
Shenhav says the labels “correct” and “incorrect” don’t relate 

to the legitimacy of intuition or reflection as thought processes. 
Instead, they establish a control condition in which every person is 

not only “quality similarly biased” toward the initial, intuitive answer, 
but also capable of reaching the more time-consuming, reflective answer 

upon further consideration.
“In many cases, the questions of what is the intuitive answer and what is 

the correct answer aren’t necessarily that related,” Shenhav said. “A lot of the 
intuitive things we do make us more efficient and make us behave more optimally 

relative to our own needs at the time.”
Because the CRT predominantly tests thought processes, 
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 The CRT classifies thought processes as either “intuitive” or “reflective.” Intuitive thinkers end up on the “low” end of the spectrum, answering zero or one 
out of three questions correctly, and reflective thinkers end up on the “high” end of the spectrum, answering two or three out of three questions correctly.


