
Couponing’s cash-in-your-pocket pay-offs for students looking for cheap fun
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“The fact that a Christian school is willing to allow discussion about [evolution] is indicative of their open-minded-
ness.” Lauren  Sparks,   OPINIONS
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS

At 2 a.m. Sunday morning, 
it will be time to “fall back” 
for daylight saving time. Set 
clocks back an hour, and an 
extra hour of sleep will be 
gained to help with the Mon-
day morning drag.                            

STUDENT WINS NATION-
AL PHOTO COMPETITION

This past Weekend, junior 
Tim Riethmiller won the As-
sociated Collegiate Press and 
Collegiate Media Association 
2011 Photo Shoot-out in Or-
lando, Fla. in their national 
competition.

HEART STRINGS AND 
SOUL SURGERY

“Heart Strings and Soul Sur-
gery,” the memoirs of of junior 
Sean Taylor, is available for 
pre-order for $15 (including 
shipping) at heartstringssoul-
surgery.bigcartel.com.
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 The typical workweek is 40 hours and five 
days. The financial workweek is 24 hours and 
seven days.

“I can only work 18 hours a day, then I have to sleep,” said senior political 
science major Patrick Sells. “My money can work 24 hours a day.”

Investing is about building assets for the future by considering money’s 
long-term value with compound interest.

 “We tend to think of money as what it’s worth today, in which case we’re 
not unlocking all the power it has,” Sells said. “It’s like if someone gives you 
a present, and you say, ‘Thanks for the wrapping paper,’ but you never open 
it. A dollar has a lot more power than you know.”

Dividing and Compounding
Although it is often underestimated, the value of a dollar depends on com-
pound interest in what Albert Einstein called the “Rule of 72.”

“Basically, at a 7.2 percent return interest, you’re money is going to double 
every ten years,” Sells said. “So three dollars today, with time value, is really 
$48. When you go to Handy Andy and you buy a Polar Pop and a doughnut, 
it’s not costing you three dollars. It’s costing you 48 dollars.”

Compound growth increases as your investment’s interest is reinvested, 
providing a larger base for you to build your earnings. HSBC Bank USA 
says, “The bigger the base gets, the more potential for future growth there 

is, in a sort of snowball effect.”
According to Economics Professor Had-

ley Mitchell, investing earlier in life allows 
money more time to accumulate. Yet despite 
the benefits of compound interest, investing 
involves risks that require investors to divide 
and diversify.

Asset allocation is dividing your money 
among investments in stocks, bonds and cash 
equivalents. Stocks are unit shares of owner-
ship investors buy from promising corporations 
that they hope will either produce a positive 
dividend or be sold for more than their purchase 
price. Investors loan bonds expecting to be paid 
back in full with interest at a specific time. There-
fore, they are often called fixed-income investments. 
Cash equivalents are certificates of deposit, money mar-
ket funds and Treasury bills. They are the least risky, but they 
offer the least potential income.

“You build a portfolio with different stocks, bonds and mutual funds,” 
Sells said.

According to HSBC, mutual funds 

he 2012 presidential election is more than 
a year away, but the time length has not 
stopped presidential candidates from cam-

paigning, debating and stirring up controversy.
All the “politics” within politics can be confus-

ing. Choosing just one candidate to vote for in the 
primary elections this spring may seem daunting. 
However, the task just got easier.

Project Vote Smart is an online candidate 
informational center. The site provides biograph-
ical information such as candidates’ political 
experience, education and contact information, 
including Facebook and Twitter sites.

The presentation style is that of simple bullet 
points with no extra words. This set-up achieves 
the ideal — specific, clear and researched unbi-
ased information on political candidates.

For example, Republican candidate Herman 
Cain has never held a 
public office and received 
his masters in computer 
science at Purdue Uni-
versity. 

One of  his  competi-
tors  f o r  the  nomina-
tion is Newton ‘Newt’ 
Gingrich, who has pub-
lished 12 books, and one 
of his favorite quotes is, 

“Insanity: doing the same 
thing over and over and 

expecting a different result,” by Albert Einstein.
Willard ‘Mitt’ Romney, another front-runner, 

had spent $5,900,784.67 by September of this 
year on his campaign and is a professing Mor-
mon.

Project Vote Smart makes all of this informa-
tion and more available in one place anyone.

Reminding students of the bubble in which 
they reside at Taylor would be redundant, but 
this reality poses the problem of students forget-
ting about the outside world.

Students need to read and understand.
“We can no longer exist in an isolated society,” 

said junior Natalie Wisely. “Towns and cities 
throughout the U.S. 
are interconnected 
by economics, and 
globalization is con-
n e c t i n g  A m e r i c a 
with the rest of the 
world. It  is  impor-
tant to be informed 
because in some way, 
things happening on 
the other side of the 
country or the world 
will impact people in 

America.”
Project Vote Smart is a limited resource, how-

ever, because it only provides information on 
political candidates — it is not a general news 
source. To get news beyond candidate statistics, 
readers must confront the media with discern-
ment.

“I think it is almost impossible to find com-
pletely unbiased information about political can-
didates,” Wisely said. “To get the most complete 
view possible, I try to pull from as many sources 
as possible, that way I get every perspective and 
opinion. From there I form my own opinion by 
which I vote.”

This land of excess supplies its dwellers with 
an almost infinitesimal amount of news sources. 
Readers, then, have to do sort fact from fiction 
for themselves.

“Living in an 
age of informa-
t i o n  r e q u i r e s 
discernment,” 
s a i d  s e n i o r 
Zach Eastburn. 

“Being  able  to 
synthesize mul-
tiple viewpoints 
t o w a r d s  a n 
i n f o r m e d  p e r-
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If you ask for cash 
instead of gifts at holi-
days or avoid eating at 

fast food restaurants because you don’t have the 
money, chances are you are in the “struggling col-
lege student” category. But even college students 
with limited cash flow need to have fun.

That’s where Groupon can help.
Groupon is a site that lets users purchase dis-

count gift certificates from local businesses and 
online merchants. The deals change every day, and 
many are city-specific.

According to the website, deals run 50 to 90 
percent off the regular price.

Typical deals include vouchers for restaurants, 
concerts and spas, but some are more unique. A 
recent Groupon deal is $30 for $60 worth of mini 
bobbleheads.

Groupon is a combination of the words “group” 
and “coupon,” since deals are only valid if a certain 
number of people purchase them. If the minimum 

quota isn’t met, no one gets the deal.
According to an article published on Smart Mon-

ey’s website, businesses report that more than 40 
percent of vouchers purchased on deal sites like 
Groupon don’t get used.

Senior media communication major Stephanie 
Jewell knows that feeling. She purchased a Grou-
pon for a Greek restaurant in her town but forgot 
about the expiration date. Her parents ended up 
using the voucher.

Jewell has purchased three Groupons but has 
yet to use any for herself.

“Deals are cheaper than normal, but I would 
never normally get them,” Jewell said.

This is a complaint frequently voiced by Grou-
pon critics: people buy things they usually would 
not just because they’re on sale.

However, Jewell still recommends Groupon to 
would-be users.

“You learn about things that are happening in 
your area,” Jewell said.

She recently found out about a sushi-making 
class through the site.

A Business Insider article earlier this week 
called Groupon “the world’s most controversial 
company.” This is a complete shift from August 
when Forbes labeled Groupon “the fastest growing 
company ever.”

Groupon users don’t pay a subscription fee or 
purchase actual goods, which makes Groupon dif-
ferent from sites like Netflix and Amazon. Groupon 
is a third party between businesses and buyers, 
which has caused recent concern about the com-
pany’s long-term sustainability.

Whether the site will last for the long haul is yet 
to be seen, but for now, you can still find discounts 
for your favorite restaurant or a local concert.

Groupons are available for Fort Wayne, India-
napolis and cities across the U.S., as well as for 
many online merchants. Sign up to receive daily 
deals at www.groupon.com. 

 GROUPON COUPON GAMBLE
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Do you plan to vote in the 
2012 presidential election?

Yes
93%

No
7%

Did you vote in the last
presidential election?

No
73%

Yes
27%


