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Parnassus is accepting sub-
missions of art, poetry and 
prose from now until Oct. 7 
at midnight.

Chosen submissions will be 
published in a collaborative 
book.

Outstanding pieces will re-
ceive cash prizes.
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“For years, the McDonald’s inside the Love’s Travel Stop in Marion has been the go-to fast food joint for Taylor students. That could 
all change now that Hardee’s is in town.” Dan Morrill, LIFE & TIMES

Although downtown Matthews is no longer bustling with city life, community 
organizer LaRea Slater recognizes its importance and desires to restore it to 
its original beauty. 

However, “beautification” is a bit of a game itself. Slater is hosting her sixth 
softball fundraiser event Saturday, Sept. 17, beginning with a children’s game 
at 3 p.m. 

At 4 p.m., the “Matthew Grays” will face-off the “Fallerton Mongooses” from 
Fallerton Methodist Church. Then the “Matthew Grays” will compete against 
a team of 10 Taylor students. 

At the Softball event, WTUR will sell raffle tickets throughout the day, and 
tickets will be pulled for prizes ranging from Ivanhoe’s paraphernalia to free 
oil changes.

S e n i o r  Jo n a t h a n Helmholz and junior 
Thad White will sports- cast the games, and 
Cutshaw will interview locals for their takes 
on this charity event.

“Hopefully, I will be interviewing LaRea 
Slater and Jay Buffing- ton on the importance 
of keeping Matthews up to date,” Cutshaw said.

According to Slater, Matthews was named 
an “Indiana Main Street Community” by the Indiana governor’s office. Upon 
this classification, the Office of Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA) plans to 
raise $50,000 for a $250,000 construction grant to “beautify” downtown. Thou-
sands of dollars are needed to refurbish the main street with new sidewalks, 
street lamps, benches and planters. Matthews has already raised $5,600 to 
secure a $50,000 planning grant from OCRA.

Softball events became popular in Matthews a few years ago when people 
began noticing the town’s unused field.

“The town of Matthews wanted to have more activity happening down at the 
baseball field,” Slater said.

When a Taylor baseball coach stepped up to the plate and began a softball 
clinic for children, the turnout was much larger than expected, and soon 
softball events became common community fundraisers.  

Two years ago, Slater and senior Zach Cutshaw decided this would be a 
successful way to raise funds for Matthews’ beautification. 

This year, Slater hopes many will come to enjoy the games, concessions 
and raffles with the knowledge that they are meeting a need and supporting 
a worthy cause.

fter a week of seminars with 
no-nonsense speaker Alistair 
Begg, students plan to move 

forward with a renewed sense of what it means to 
be Christian.

“I’d like it to be like 1 Timothy (3:13), where Paul 
says, ‘That you would be convinced of these things, 
knowing those from whom you learned it, and that 
you would continue because of an increased sense 
of confidence in reliability of scripture and the suf-
ficiency of Christ,’” Begg said.

A Scotland native, Begg has been a pastor since 
1975. Following his graduation from the London 
School of Theology, he served eight years at the 
Charlotte Chapel in Edinburgh and Hamilton 
Baptist Church in Scotland. In 1983, Beg became 

the senior pastor at Parkside church 
in Cleveland, Ohio, where he runs a 
weekly radio ministry called “Truth 

for Life.”
This week, Begg’s messages focused on Romans 

8 about living through the Spirit “indefinitely 
enhanced in the resurrection” of Christ.

“My prayer is that Alistair’s messages will help 
students grow in their understanding of and obe-
dience to God’s Word in Romans 8,” said Campus 
Pastor Randy Gruendyke. “That means, among other 
things, coming to grips with the fact that one who is 
in Christ is no longer under God’s condemnation, but 
free to live according to his Spirit and not the flesh.”

Like Gruendyke, students express hopes of leaving 
Spiritual Renewal Week with changed lives.

“I’ve seen that there tends to be a spiritual high 
(during Spiritual Renewal Week), but then you go 
on with your life,” sophomore Michael Brocker said. 

“Really, we should be thinking about what we’ve 
learned at Spiritual Renewal and carrying it on 
through the rest of our lives.”

“I think it’s hard to move forward because it 
requires a lot of accountability,” sophomore Bekah 
O’Brien said. “I think a lot of people are uncomfort-
able with that because people don’t like to be called 
out on things. It puts them on the defensive, even 
though it shouldn’t.”

Thankful for Begg’s “confrontational nature,” 
junior Paul Hutchins hopes Spiritual Renewal Week 
will unify and challenge students.

“I was really challenged by his idea that we’re free in 
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Softball games to beautify downtown Matthews

For the fifth straight year, Taylor University ranked 
number one in the category Best

Regional Colleges in the Midwest by the 
U.S. News and World Report survey. This 
survey considers retention, graduation 
and acceptance rates, among other cat-
egories. Taylor also ranked in the cat-
egory A Strong Commitment to Teaching, 
explaining why several departments 
across campus were also honored with 
distinguished awards. Both professors and 
students in numerous departments across 
campus received awards in the past year 
recognizing them for excellence in their 
academic studies.

The School of Liberal Arts received 
awards in the English department as well as 
in the media communication department. Associate Professor of English Daniel 
Bowman will soon see a collection of poems published in early 2012. This is 
Bowman’s first book of poetry to be published, and the collection is entitled “A 
Plum Tree in Leatherstocking Country.” 

The media communication department received awards for film productions, 
public relation campaigns and several articles. Some of those contests include 
the Cine Golden Eagle contest in which the documentary Amend, produced 
by Ryan Klaver, Kelsey Getzin and Ryan Gates, won first place. In the Aurora 
Awards, the student film Creative Dining by Dave Baker, Taylor MacKillop and 
Tim Kerigan won Platinum Best of Show.  

“Every year we enter a variety of competitions and are proud of what our stu-
dents achieve,” said Media Communication Production Professor Kathy Bruner. 

“In the production area, we’ve got our sights set on a regional Emmy award in 
the next three years, and we believe that someday a Taylor graduate will be 
on the podium for an Academy Award, giving honor to God for his blessings.”  

Four of the six departments within the School of Natural and Applied Sci-
ences received honors in the past year for outstanding performance. The 
Physics department saw all four of its graduates past the Fundamentals of 
Engineering Exam with 100 percent pass rates. 
This exam lasts eight hours and has an average of 
86 percent pass rate for first-time takers, accord-
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Students pray for Alistair Begg before beginning his week-long series on Romans 8. 

Steadfast renewal

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

“. . .WTUR will sell raffle 
tickets throughout the day, 
and tickets will be pulled 
for prizes ranging from 

Ivanhoe’s paraphernalia to 
free oil changes.” 


