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“Ten years later America is more divided than ever despite being so strongly unified following Sept. 11. ” Gabriel Bain, OPINIONS

 World 
TERRORISM 
CHANGED

ife is shaped by many moments. Some we 
choose to remember. Others we cannot forget.

The ten year anniversary of Sept. 11, 2001, 
brings the events of our past into our present, allow-
ing them to pave the path of our future.

“For some people it’s going to be like Dec. 7, Pearl 
Harbor Day, a day which will live in infamy,” said 
Director of Media Relations Jim Garringer. “For 
others, it’s much less sacred or hallowed. For others, 
it’s one more reminder of the day they lost their 
husband or dad or daughter or wife or sister.” 

Students and faculty remember Sept. 11 as the 
event that defined this generation and continues to 
influence the way we think and live. 

“The Vietnam War was a marker event in my 
parents’ generation,” said Dean of Students Skip 
Truedau. “Sept. 11 is that event for this generation. 
It’s the event you look back on and realize the world 
changed.”

Looking Back
When the north tower of the World Trade Center was 
hit by a hijacked passenger plane at 8:45 a.m., Mary 
Lou Habecker was on the 17th floor of her apartment 
on Broadway Avenue in New York, N.Y. 

Across the street, President Gene Habecker was 
already at work as CEO of the American Bible Soci-
ety (ABS).

“I was in my office and the world trade center 
was about three miles south in lower Manhattan,” 
Gene said. “People were hysterical. It was horrible 

because they all knew people who lived or worked 
down there.”

New York City shut down. The only way out of 
Manhattan was by foot.

“People were walking like zombies—dazed and 
covered with ash,” Mary Lou said. 

“I remember saying, ‘I can’t handle any more, let’s 
turn off the television,” Gene said. 

Two days after the tragedy, the police department 
called Gene to personally deliver scripture booklets 
to the first responders at Ground Zero. 

“Just to get down there we had to go through five 
security checkpoints,” Gene said. “It was like a war-
zone.”

Gene and the police Chaplin recruited National 
Guard members to help deliver boxes of booklets.

“People were standing in line for them,” said Mary 
Lou.

“It was like we were handing out-” Gene stopped, 
unable to speak.

“Thousand dollar bills,” Mary Lou finished.
“People were just so desperate to make some 

meaning out of this,” Gene said.
While Gene was at Ground Zero, Mary Lou passed 

out scripture portions in front of the ABS building.
“One man had a big bag,” Mary Lou said. “He prob-

ably loaded at least one hundred (booklets) in there. 
He said, ‘Thank you so much. By the way, I think 

you might be interested to know, I’m Muslim, but 
we all need God right now.’”

 
At Ground Zero

Two and a half weeks after Sept. 11, 100 Taylor stu-
dents and 10 faculty members traveled to New York 
for an impromptu two day mission trip coordinated 
by student Leandro Montoya.

Based at a church in Queens, the Taylor team per-
formed street ministry through the ashen covered 
city. They spent their first day passing out Campus 
Crusade tracts and visiting “the pile” where the 
World Trade Center once stood.

“I remember the first time I saw the smoking ruins, 
and I was just stunned by it,” Garringer said. “Then 
I walked another block and saw the lattice work 
standing up and the smoke was still rising from it.”

On the second day of the mission trip, students 
spent time at the Family Assistant Center where 
affected families came to find information about 
missing loved ones.

“There was a 12 year old girl at the Family Assis-
tant Center, and she was there with her aunt and 
her grandmother,” Garringer said. “We were talking 
to her, and she said, ‘Well, we’re here looking for my 
mommy. We think she’s here somewhere.’  Her aunt 
was standing behind her shaking her head. As they 
left, the aunt came back and said, ‘Her mother was 
in the World Trade Center.’”
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POSSIBLE TERRORIST 
THREAT

A “credible but unconfirmed” 
terrorist threat possibly 
targeting Washington or New 
York City is under investiga-
tion, according to law enforce-
ment and other officials late 
Thursday. Although officials 
have not specified the nature 
of the information, one fed-
eral official reports it came 
from overseas. 
 
MEMORIAL OBSERVANCES

At 1 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 
11, students and faculty are 
invited to take part in a 
National Moment of Remem-
brance  for the surviving 
family members and friends 
of those who died in New 
York, Washington, D.C., and 
Shanksville, Pa. 
   At 8 p.m. a candle light 
remembrance service will 
be held in Rediger Audito-
rium with scripture readings, 
prayer, music, and a brief 
message. 
 
ENROLLMENT NUMBERS

More than 2,000 students are 
attending fall semester class-
es at Taylor, including 1,910 
undergraduate students and 
108 graduate students. 
 
ENGINEERING PHYSICS 
GRADS EARN 100 PER-
CENT PASS RATE

Taylor alumni Marc Cattrell, 
Luke Dornan, Zach Vander 
Laan and David Zilz passed 
the Fundamentals of Engi-
neering Exam with a 100 
percent pass rate.

Passing this exam is required 
to receive an engineering 
license.

This accomplishment is rare 
due to the intensity of the exam.

“We
Stood
Still” 


