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NEW FACES, NEW PLACES   
Life & Times

CAR REGISTRATION IN-
CREASES:

The cost of registering a 
student-owned vehicle rose 
to $25 this fall. According to 
Chief of Police Jeff Wallace, 
this fee has not changed for 
more than 15 years and is 
still lower than state school 
fees.

PROFESSOR CONTRIB-
UTES TO ART BOOK:

Taylor University art faculty 
member Jonathan Bouw’s 
paintings were published in 
The Boy, the Kite, & the Wind 
by Al Andrews. 
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“It was really awesome to see God begin to unite [the freshman class] as a single group before we even met each other. It’s amazing 
what God has already done with us and I am excited to see what he continues to do.” GEOFF NELSON, LIFE & TIMES

ven with 
new full-time 
starters sprinkled 

throughout the offense, Head Coach Ron Korfmacher 
was confident he would see production in last night’s 
season opener against Anderson University. 

“These are guys who have been in our program, 
been in our system, know our terminology, know 
our offense, so the opportunity for them to have a 
lot of production quickly is good,” Korfmacher said 
Wednesday.

 Korfmacher was right, as Taylor scored both early 

and late, winning 28-6 to keep the wagon wheel in 
Upland for the fourth year in a row. Though the 
Taylor–Anderson rivalry is more than 50 years old, 
the wagon wheel tradition began in 1990. Anderson 
has hoisted the wheel 11 times to Taylor’s 10. 

“The key to the game was our consistency on 
defense,” Korfmacher said on WBAT 1400 AM after 
the game. “Down after down, even when they were 
on the field for a long time.”

Anderson started with the ball and came out 
throwing. The Ravens did not attempt a run until 
their third possession. Good coverage by the Tro-

jans and several dropped passes kept the Anderson 
offense — who went three and out in two of their 
first three possessions — from getting going early. 

After a holding call negated a would-be first down 
on the Trojans’ second possession, junior quarter-
back Nick Freeman threw a short pass on third and 
long into the flat to junior receiver Chris Stutzman, 
who ran the ball 68 yards straight down the sideline 
for the touchdown.  Senior Cameron Parker tacked 
on the extra point with 9:49 left in the first quarter 
to give Taylor a 7-0 lead.

IRENE CRACKS EAST 
COAST CONFIDENCE

KARA HACKETT 
N E W S  C O - E D I T O R

DANIEL MORRILL 
S P O R T S  E D I T O R

Taylor students stunned by Indiana State Fair 
stage collapse at concert

Indiana’s annual State Fair turned 
deadly when overhead rigging on a 
concert stage collapsed during a Sug-
arland concert on Saturday¸ Aug. 13. 
Seven people died in the accident, and 
over 40 were injured. 

According to meteorologist Chuck 
Lofton of Skytrak Weather Channel 
13 in Indianapolis, a severe thunder-
storm warning was issued at 8:39 p.m. 
for Marion county. Winds were clocked 
at 70 mph in Plainfield in Hendricks 
County, located a little over 20 miles 
from the Fairgrounds.

“The stage collapsed at 8:55, 16 min-
utes after the warning was issued by 
the National Weather Service,” Lofton 
said. 

Cynthia Hoye, the fair’s Executive 
Director told The New York Times 
that police officers and fair workers 
were about to evacuate the crowd just 
before the concert stage collapsed.

Freshman Nicholas Maloney, who 
went to the concert, observed a large 
number of state police officers stand-
ing by the stair entrances prior to 
stage collapsing.

Maloney and his brother, Taylor 
alumni Brennan Maloney, attended 
the Indianapolis concert on a whim 
and witnessed the tragedy. 

“It took me about a minute to realize 
that there were people under there,” 
Nicholas Maloney said. 

He was impressed with the response 
of many of the concert goers. 

“People immediately wanted to run 
down to help.”

State police, workplace safety agen-
cies and the state fair began inves-
tigations immediately following the 
accident, but all investigations are 
under the jurisdiction of the state. 

The Huffington Post reported that 
the state of Indiana officially hired 
Witt Associates, a public safety and 
crisis management firm based in 
Washington, D.C., to investigate the 
safety measures taken or the lack 
thereof on Aug. 13. The engineering 
firm Thornton Tomasetti was also 
hired to determine the cause of the 
collapsed stage from an architectural 
perspective.  

The Indiana State Fair Commis-
sion announced last Wednesday that 
they set up a website for the inves-
tigation. State Fair attendees have 
been invited to post videos and pho-
tos before and after the collision to 
the website. Thornton Tomasetti told 
Indianapolis Star reporters the photos 
and videos will enable engineers to 
understand what happened.   

Indianapolis is not the only city to 
see high winds destroy concert struc-
tures. At the Pukkelpop Music Fes-
tival in Belgium, two concert stages 
collapsed, killing five and injuring 140 
only days after the incident in Indiana. 
Winds were calculated at 43 mph in 
Hasselt, the town closest to the con-
cert site. The festival was canceled 
after the accident.

Many question what the next step is 
for the state when it comes to prevent-
ing future events like this. 

“The State may impose a firm severe 
weather policy for the State Fair, and 
local towns may change and tighten 
up severe weather policy,” Lofton said. 

“But [regulations] will still be left up 
to individuals, companies, businesses 
and families. Hopefully, folks will take 
watches and warnings much more 
seriously.”

STUDENTS AMIDST 
UNTHINKABLE TRAGEDY

CHRISTEN GALL 
S T A F F  W R I T E R
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The football team raises the wagon wheel for the the fourth consecutive year after a 28-6 win over Anderson last night.

WHEEL STAYS IN UPLAND

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Muddy water washes over towns. 
Asphalt roads break like chocolate 
bars. Rescue crews sift through 
remains as homeowners watch in 
horror.

Images of Hurricane Irene’s after-
math tells the story of a storm that 
killed 45 people along the east coast 
and left more than 4 million people 
without power last weekend. However, 
the hurricane left more than a crack 
in the Washington Monument. As the 
10th billion-dollar weather event to 
affect the U.S. this year, Irene cracked 
the confidence of 
Americans along the 
east coast—includ-
ing Taylor students, 
faculty and alumni—
who once underesti-
mated the threat of 
tropical storms.

While earning her 
Juris Doctorate at New York Uni-
versity School of Law, 2008 Taylor 
alumna Sharde Armstrong experi-
enced Irene firsthand as it turned the 

“city that never sleeps” into a ghost 
town.

“I think the primary affect the hur-
ricane had was in forcing New York 
City to, in effect, shut down,” Arm-
strong said. “With no public transpor-
tation, it seemed the city was much 
quieter than usual, and there were 
hardly any people on the streets . . . . 
On the one hand, I want to say that 
the hurricane’s anticipated effects 
were overblown, but I think that we 
should always err on the side of cau-
tion in terms of preparation.”

Dr. Allen Winquist and Dr. Jessica 
Rousselow-Winquist own a home in 
Bayside, Queens, N.Y., where neigh-
bors reported minor damage and 
widespread evacuation of low-lying 
areas.

“Everyone has commented how the 

streets were deserted during the 
storm,” Winquist said. “Most people 
followed Mayor Bloomberg’s orders to 
stay at home. This was the first time 
the NYC subway system was closed 
and all the commuter railway lines 
were shut down, as were the three 
major airports.”

The Winquists plan to visit their 
home this weekend to assess the dam-
age, including minor flooding in the 
basement.

“It seems Connecticut was hit 
harder,” Winquist said. “I understand 

half the population of 
the state was with-
out electricity. Also 
very badly affected, 
surprisingly, was 
upstate New York 
and New England 
like Vermont. That 
is really unusual.”

Freshman Neal Olson left his home 
in Acton, Mass., to attend Welcome 
Weekend last Friday. However, his 
parents had to drive home at 9 a.m. 
Saturday to beat the storm.

“They drove straight through the 
night,” Olson said. “They got home 
around 1 a.m. Sunday. They said they 
lost power, and a lot of the people in 
the town lost power. My family even-
tually got our power back, but other 
people still didn’t have power (by 
Monday), so they came to our house 
to shower.”

In New York, Armstrong reported 
public transit was running again 
Monday morning, and most flooded 
areas had been pumped. However, 
Hurricane Irene left its mark on the 
lives of east coast Americans.

“Tropical storms and hurricanes can 
happen anywhere,” Olson said. “Usu-
ally Massachusetts is not a big place 
for hurricanes. It’s just a reminder 
that anything can happen.”

“I think the primary affect 
the hurricane had was in 

forcing New York City to, in 
effect, shut down.” 


