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NEW CONSTRUCTION 

English Hall received carpet 
in all the rooms and hallways, 
as well as new suite furniture.

Olson and Wengatz received 
brick patios, and Gerig’s land-
scape was modified.

Exterior progress was made 
on the Euler Science Com-
plex, and two wind turbines, 
affectionately named “The 
Olson Twins,” are installed as 
natural power sources.

TONIGHT’S EVENTS

7 p.m. - Dedication Service,  
Rediger Auditorium

8 p.m. - Get Acquainted 
Events

Students: Residence hall  
meetings

Parents: Dessert reception,  
Dining Commons

Siblings: Fun activities,  
Student Union

Today
82°
58°
Saturday
84°
56°
Sunday
78°
55°

WEEKEND WEATHER

Ranked in the top 20 percent 
of colleges and universities 
by forbes.com, Taylor placed 
213 of 650 in America’s Top 

Colleges, advancing 60 spots from last year. 
Forbes determines college rankings by five factors: 

student satisfaction (27.5 percent), postgraduate 
success (30 percent), student debt (17.5 percent), 
four-year graduation rate (17.5 percent) and com-
petitive awards (7.5 percent).

In the student satisfaction category, ratemyprofes-
sor.com is the largest determinant. More than 60 
percent of the rankings are determined by student 
satisfaction and postgraduate success, two catego-
ries in which Taylor excels.

“I think we really do a good job on both the aca-
demic side and the co-curricular side,” said Associate 
Dean of Students Steve Austin. “True satisfaction 
comes from feeling like you’re in a place that you 
really grew—not just academically or socially, but 
both in a connected way.”

Taylor’s retention rate for first-time, 
full-time baccalaureate-seeking cohorts 
increased from 85 percent in 2008-2009 
to 88 percent in 2009-2010. The six-year 
graduation rate increased from 77 per-
cent to 78 percent. 

Along with Forbes recognition, The 

Princeton Review named Taylor “best midwestern 
college” this month. Taylor has also been named No. 
1 in the midwest by US News and World Report for 
the past four years and No. 3 in the nation by the 
Washington Monthly based on social responsibility.

“We usually like to say that the rankings are 
an external validation from people who are 
not associated in any way or connected 
with Taylor,” said Director of Media 
Relations Jim Garringer. “The enter-
prise of higher education is so 
vast and so all-encom-
passing that there 
really isn’t a 
one-size-
fits-all 

way 
to 

determine 
w h o ’ s  t h e 

best.”
Possessing qual-

ities beyond measure, 
Taylor cannot be con-

fined to ranking systems, 
according to Garringer.

“Edu-
cation 

at Taylor 
has always 

b e e n  m e a -
sured beyond 

learning,” Gar-
ringer said. “There 

are sacrifices involved 
in terms of your time and 

your effort, also money . . . . At 
the same time, beyond the learn-

ing and the high caliber of education 
we’re able to deliver is the mark that it 

places on a person’s life.” 
Garringer recalls the testimony of his recently-

deceased father-in-law, Warren Tropf.
“We heard comment after comment last week from 

people who said [Warren] had an impact on their 
lives,” Garringer said. “The decision to come to Tay-
lor is not just four years. It’s not just 40.”

At Warren’s 65th class reunion, seven of his Taylor 
classmates returned to campus.

“They came back to see the people whom God 
bound their hearts together with and to see this 
place where God had touched their lives in such an 
incredible way,” Garringer said. “That’s one thing 
that Forbes or US News can’t measure. It’s eternal.”

FRESHMEN
EDITION

“Stereotypes are prevalent on Taylor’s campus, and we have allowed them to 
redefine our community.” 
Gabriel Bain, Opinions 

Across the road from 
Taylor University 
rests the Upland 

Health & Diagnostic Center at 1809 S. Main 
St., providing medical attention for all Taylor 
students.

While the health center is available for 
students, it is also the main doctor’s office for 
Upland residents. The office requests setting 
appointments before coming.

A separate door exists for Taylor students 
marked by a Trojan sign to the left of the main 
front desk.

An automatic $72 is added to students’ 
tuition for each full semester and $21 for 
J-term to benefit from the health center’s ser-
vices, according to Administrative Assistant 
Bev Guffey.

Students receive benefits whether or not they 
are signed up for the Taylor University Student 
Accident and Sickness Insurance Plan, a guar-
antee unless students obtain a waiver.

A waiver can be received if a student already 
possesses a health plan with substantial ben-
efits. The deadline to submit an insurance 
waiver is Sunday, Sept. 11. This form can be 
found online at www.studentplanscenter.com.

Taylor’s insurance provider is Commercial 
Travelers Mutual Insurance Company. The 
coverage began Aug. 15, 2011, and ends one 
year later. The coverage costs $418 for domestic 
students and $572 for international students. 

The health center is open Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., excluding the 
noon hour. To make an appointment, call (765) 
998-6210.

HEALTHY 
BENEFITS

KYLA MARTIN 
N E W S  C O - E D I T O R 

Health Center offers students 
medical services, loving care

After a summer of orien-
tation and anticipation, more 
than 500 new students join the 
Taylor Community. 

However, once bags are unpacked and fur-
niture is stacked, new students embark on a 
weekend of activities planned by orientation 
leaders and cabinet members, Director of New 
Student Programs, Shawnda Freer, and Grad 
Assistant, Taylor Ehrhard. 

“Welcome Weekend is so important for fresh-
men because it helps them get to know people 
and feel more comfortable 
around campus,” said junior 
O-Cabinet member Tanyale 
Roth.  

“They get to see other fresh-
men who are experiencing other 
things they are, and it gives 
them a couple days to settle in 
and feel a little more comfort-
able before the upperclassmen 
arrive,” Freer said. 

Although most upperclassmen move in Sun-
day, many are already on campus fulfilling 
leadership roles and participating in athletics.  

The barbecue dinner and hoedown at 6 p.m. 
tomorrow will be the first formal event intro-
ducing freshmen to a large part of the student 
body.

“It’s less structured, less organized, more of a 
mingling atmosphere,” Freer said. “There are 
so many upperclassmen who come because of 
early arrivals, so they get more of a taste of 
Taylor’s community.”

The hoedown is coordinated by the Student 
Activities Council (SAC) and includes bundles 
of hay, a live line dancing band and even a 
live cow.

“It’s all about the Taylor atmosphere,”  

senior Vice President of SAC 
Caitlin Kaphaem said.

Roth says the hoedown was 
her favorite part of Welcome 

Weekend when she was a freshman.
“I loved that we were in the middle of the 

cornfields and square dancing in the Odle 
parking lot,” Roth said. “It just made me laugh 
and feel more comfortable right away.”

According to Freer, other popular Welcome 
Weekend events are faculty home visits Sun-
day afternoon and the new student meeting 

in Rediger Auditorium Saturday 
afternoon.

“I think they get a taste of 
how close knit this community 
is,” Freer said. “For me the most 
exciting, electric time is when 
they all meet for the first time 
in Rediger . . . . It’s like a reunion 
for those who have met, and for 
those who haven’t met, it’s a 
chance for them to be welcomed 

into the process.”
Although classes officially start Monday 

night, New Student Orientation on Tuesday 
at 10 a.m. will be the first class most freshmen 
experience.

“We make class time fun,” Freer said. “It has 
the Welcome Weekend feel.”

Although Freer is available to answer new 
students’ questions, Roth suggests asking 
o-group leaders and upperclassmen first.

“Ask your o-leaders for anything,” Roth said. 
“They are there to help you, and they want to 
make you feel at home . . . so take advantage 
of the weekend to get comfortable with the 
Taylor community and the people around you. 
It will make the first weeks of class a lot less 
intimidating.”

WELCOME WEEKEND WHIRLWIND

KARA HACKETT 
N E W S  C O - E D I T O R

 “Ask your o-leaders 
for anything. They 
are there to help 

you, and they want 
to make you feel at 

home here at Taylor.”

BETSY RUN 

In honor of late Taylor gradu-
ate Elizabeth A. Smith, The 
Betsy Run, a 5K run/walk, 
is hosted annually to raise 
funds for the Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates for 
Children Program in Macon 
County, Ill., and REALIFE in 
Marion, Ind.

The race begins Saturday, 
Sept. 24 at 7 a.m., at St. 
Mary’s Hospital, 1800 E. 
Lake Shore Dr., Decatur, Ill. 
To pre-register, check out 
www.thebetsyrun.com. 

US NEWS AND WORLD 
REPORT

The US News and World 
Report releases its Best Col-
leges rankings in 17 days. 

Last year, Taylor was ranked 
No. 1 in the Midwest.

This publication uses de-
terminants such as average 
freshman retention rate and 
class size.

IN BRIEFS

KARA HACKETT & 
KYLA MARTIN 
N E W S  C O - E D I T O R S
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