
 “‘What matters is finding people 

that you know are willing to enter 

into your grieving process with 

you. Relationships are what help 

people heal.’”

C
reative. Thoughtful. Protective. Brother. Sarcastic. Spontaneous. Full of life. Loving. 
Son. Hobo hair. Genuine. Adventurous. Advocate. There are just a few of the many 
words used to describe Josh Larkin during Tuesday’s memorial service in honor 
of the junior media communication major. 

Josh was a vital part of our staff here at The Echo. He was not simply a page 
designer. He was an encourager to each one of us, and he made us laugh. Josh 
began his work with us at the beginning of this semester. During our first weekly 
staff meeting of the semester, as we were discussing story ideas for the coming 
weeks, Josh looked up, flipped his blond hair and made a sarcastic comment about 
an idea. The entire staff burst into laughter, and in that moment we all knew he 
would fit in well. 

Throughout the semester, Josh became more and more loved by each of us. He 
took his job as a designer seriously but always made thoughtful suggestions. He wrote with 
a passion and a desire to see people changed by his words.

When Josh’s notorious “IFC for Chapel” opinion article was slotted to run, I spoke with 
him about the implications. Not everyone would agree or like what he said. Some might be 
offended. He told me he didn’t care; he believed in every word he wrote and would stand 
behind it. “But I do have a meeting with Randy [Gruendyke] tomorrow, so I guess I should be 
prepared for that,” he said. “Hopefully he won’t see the paper before our meeting.” He grinned.

Despite many a mention of that article in chapel and quite a few, I imagine, personal 
encounters, Josh took it all in stride. When I asked him about it a few days later, he once 
again flipped his hair while saying he was just glad people were talking about it. It was water 
off a duck’s back to him — evidence that he was confident in who he was and in his beliefs.

As we move forward as a community, let’s remember Josh for who he was and for what he 
believed in. As Josh’s dad, Tim, said Tuesday night, Josh is not defined by his last act. Josh 
was a child of God, a brother in Christ, an advocate for the downtrodden and the outcast 
and a friend to all. Thus, The Echo staff is dedicating this week’s Life & Times section to 
commemorate Josh, his life and his impact on us and the Taylor community. We will miss 
you, Josh — your laugh, your thoughtful words and even your hobo hair. — Caitlin Wilson, 
friend and Editor in Chief

“Josh was a Sammy guy in the truest sense of the word. He was a friend of many, a passionate 
follower of Jesus, and a leader in the hall. He had a zeal for life that was simply contagious. 
He was able to be silly one moment and reverent the next, and could do so authentically.” — 
Drew Moser, Samuel Morris Hall Director

“Josh taught me to pursue life with reckless abandon.” — Ronnie Willmarth, friend and 
floormate

“I enjoyed working with Josh for several years as a music major and this year as a music 
minor. He participated in Wind Ensemble, Orchestra, and Jazz Ensemble where he played 
trumpet. Most recently his trumpet playing was beginning to sound more professional and 
he was scheduled to perform several solos with the jazz ensemble in our spring concert.

“He was bold with improvisation and enjoyed soloing with the jazz ensemble and jazz combo. 
His fun loving and impulsive sense of humor will be missed in the ensembles and classes.” — 
Dr. Al Harrison, music professor

“One thing I admired about Josh was his knack for attracting all types of people. He was 
friends with every circle group on campus. He was always intentional in getting to know 
people and he never was exclusive. Everyone knew the name of Josh Larkin — and it was a 
reputation that was bright and full of joy.

“It was such a privilege and blessing to lead the campus in corporate worship on a weekly 
basis. He always desired to put Christ first and the music second. I remember before practice, 
him asking how we were all doing and how we could all be in prayer for one another. Josh’s 
heart was genuine and it was able to encourage and inspire.

“Words cannot express how much Josh will be missed, but even in the midst of this, we can 
look toward the Lord and thank Him for Josh’s life.” — Elle Wightman, friend and chapel 
band member with Josh

“The first time I met Josh was in the union early second semester of our freshmen year. I 
didn’t know anything about him except he had a lot of hair and that I was going to be spending 

a lot of time with him, because we had both accepted positions as WOW co-directors. Since 
that day, I’ve spent countless hours alongside Josh in T.W.O. meetings, WOW office hours, 
numerous Media Communication classes, an awesome fall break trip last year and several 
pick-a-dates. 

“I have come to know that amidst the quirkiness, unwashed hair and goofiness, he was a 
deep man of faith and often encouraged me to pray when circumstances seemed overwhelming.  
Joshua Larkin loved much, and he loved well. It seemed impossible for him to find a person 
he couldn’t connect with in some way. He was a proud resident of Sammy II, but somehow 
managed to move beyond the boundaries of a floor or residence hall to have a presence across 
campus in many friend groups.  A gaping hole will be felt by all of campus to lose such a strong 
leader, but my loss wil be great with the loss of such a good friend.” — Christen Gall, friend

“As his supervisor in T.W.O., I was inspired by Josh’s vision, passion, creativity and zeal. 
He had a heart for missions, especially the Persecuted Church. He loved the Lord and loved 
having fun!  He learned a lot in his two years as a WOW co-director. I’m sad that we will not 
have the opportunity to see him apply those lessons, but I am thankful for the lessons he 
taught me.” — Professor Mary Rayburn, Director of Student Ministries

“If anyone knew how to live life to its fullest and make the most of it, it was Josh. I’ve never 
met a happier, crazier, more passionate person who was completely in love with God. He was 
always up to some new adventure or project and he included as many people as he could in 
them. One night this past J-term he wanted to go jump into Habecker pond, which was almost 
completely frozen over. At first we all told him no, it was too dangerous, too cold, etc. But he 
wouldn’t give up, and 20 minutes later he finally got four of us to go. It ended up being one 
of the highlights of college for all of us. His passion and energy came through in T.W.O., as 
well, where his visions and goals were so crazy and massive that sometimes they seemed 
completely impossible. He knew God could do anything though and many of those goals he 
accomplished. He taught me how to love God like crazy, with such a passion that everyone 
had to know about it. I am so thankful I had the opportunity to know Josh and I’ll be forever 
thankful for the life-changing influence he had on me.” — Ryan Caven, friend and floormate

“As much as I loved Josh, my friend, brother, and floormate, I know that he loved me more. 
He lived life passionately to lead the men of Sammy II and our beloved community to relish 
God’s love and joy in the Kingdom already come. What a blessing to see a glimpse of God’s 
passion for life through Josh Larkin!” — Nathan Baker, friend and floormate

“Josh Larkin always made me think more deeply about what I believe and why I believe it. 
He usually did this by asking pointed questions punctuated by long and thoughtful pauses 
while sitting crossed-legged in my office.” — Randy Gruendyke, Campus Pastor

“Soul-searching, thought-provoking and wind-blown hair are probably three phrases I could 
use to describe Josh. He never ceased to push everyone around him to think more critically 
about their own faith. His heart flooded with the love of our King, and to be around him to 
get just a drop or two was enough to notice the joy he emitted. He was a true child of the 
Lord.” — Tim Riethmiller, friend and Creative Director 

“I greatly appreciated Josh’s willingness to get involved in coordinating World Opportuni-
ties Week and serving on a Dearborn missions trip. At a time when it’s easy to sit back and 
let others get involved, he chose to actively participate and extend himself.  I am grateful for 
his teachable, open attitude, sense of humor and joyful personality. He could make simple 
things, like an afternoon walk on a T.W.O. retreat, feel like a grand adventure. He is greatly 
missed.” — Jenny Collins, Lighthouse Director

“When I first met Josh in our new majors class, his smile and sincerity impressed me. His 
excitement and passion encouraged me. Sitting in my office, we worked through plans for his 
bright future. He was a talented, unique young man . . . one of my Taylor sons. God’s great 
gain in Heaven is our great loss on Earth.” — Donna Downs, academic adviser and media 
communication professor

“I learned how to be a better person. It’s pretty much that simple.” — Tom Weingartner, 
friend and floormate

I was 9 years old running around in my backyard with 
my mom’s camera. The first picture I took was of a bird 
sitting on the fence. Even back then, I wanted to capture 
joy, and I wanted to do it well.

These pictures are arranged in chronological order; 
they are a scrapbook. I am growing up, and these images 
record it. This particular volume of pictures capture this 
school semester work. It is the most formally I have ever 
been trained in photography, and it is also the greatest 
time of growth I have seen in my work. I received my 
camera last year, but I have not really used it well until 
now.

Even so, I have hardly scratched the surface. The 
themes that continue to come back to my mind are few, 
and it shows. I hope that these pictures cause you to 
think about the unnoticed, the unseen, the unseeable 
and the happiness they all contain.

The backyard, the equipment and I have all grown, but 
I still feel like a nine year old running around a backyard 
with a camera; everything just got much bigger.

Joshua Larkin

R
eturning to campus following Easter break was unlike any 
other trip back. Normal feelings of return include excitement, 
hope and, if nothing else, the anticipation of our next break. 
But after Easter, nothing was normal.

Many students had left for Easter weekend prior to the 
event that would cast a crisis across campus. Others gathered outside 

Sammy Morris hall in tear-filled silence. The Taylor community was literally scattered all 
over and still are. As we continue to process the loss of Josh Larkin, we must take into con-
sideration the presence of grief on campus and realize that grief is difficult, individual and, 
most importantly, Biblical.

Grief is defined as deep sorrow, especially sorrow caused by someone’s death. While grief 
seems simple to define, it is not easy put on a timetable.

Counseling Center Director Bob Neideck said people’s responses and 
reactions vary and are dependent on a number of factors.

“The experience of grief is unique to each individual,” Neideck said. “The 
range of experiences is so broad and people even bounce back and forth 
between the extremes. This is why it’s important to pay attention, be 
patient and work hard at meeting the person where they are.”

The individuality of grief is what makes the process so difficult. The 
pace can’t be forced, reality can’t be ignored and the pain can’t be lifted 
on its own.

Neideck says experiences felt while moving through grief can include 
strong emotion or detachment from feeling, fear of being alone or a desire 
to withdraw from relationships, closeness to God or distance from Him, an 
inability to handle small tasks or a strong need to be doing normal things, 
a need to talk or a need to just be quiet. The pinball between extremes 
is what makes grief so hard.

“Grief isn’t linear, it’s more like a roller coaster filled with ups and downs,” Neideck said.  
“It’s like a spiral where you feel like you’re going round and round and eventually you come 
out at the bottom.”  

Neideck stressed that the counselors are available to grieving students. Talking with a 
counselor gives students a chance to tell their story of grief and how it connects to the current 
circumstances.  They have also been in communication with different groups of student leaders 
on campus to try to answer questions, share information, and process their concerns about 
trying to minister well to their friends. Neideck also mentioned seeking help from friends, 
family, mentors and professors.

“What matters is finding people that you know are willing to enter into your grieving process 
with you,” he said. “Relationships are what help people heal.”

Although it is not always easy to be on the giving or receiving end, helping someone is 

dependent on the relationship you have with them. Neideck’s advice: if you’re not close, don’t 
try and be. He says to offer advice if desired, listen if they want to talk, pray and encourage 
others to pray. Meet the person where they are, and comfort them in the ways they want to 
be comforted.

“People don’t heal on our timeframe, and that’s okay,” Neideck said.
Being a leader of a floor or wing can have a multitude of challenges, and a number of levels 

of hurt and grief are felt constantly. On Sammy II, the sting of grief has been perhaps the 
strongest.

“Observing the community that has resulted in the midst of this loss has been quite encour-
aging,” Sammy II PA senior Jared King said. “We have really pulled together and not shrunk 
back in fear. Guys have been able to honor the man of God Josh was and seek to evaluate how 

they can follow Christ as he did.”  
Facing and walking down the difficult path of our grief is a painful but 

important factor in moving through the trials.
“Entering into rather than escaping grief is consistent with the way God 

made us,” Campus Pastor Randy Gruendyke said. “That is one reason why, 
on the night of Josh Larkin’s death, we listened to so many Scripture 
passages that affirm and encourage grieving.”

As a Christian community, we can find comfort in hope and prayer and 
use grief as a healing pain.

“Over time, grieving is God’s way of our getting finished with the bad 
things in life. It’s the place where we are comforted when things go wrong,” 
Neideck said.

Neideck stated a number of ways to begin to move forward. The process 
begins with doing “the next small thing,” then by finding ways to help 
others when our sadness allows and by taking care of our physical needs. 

 “We move forward by telling stories, by crying, by laughing.  We move 
forward by remembering that Jesus doesn’t promise to spare us from suffering,” Neideck said. 

“But He does promise to be present in the midst of our suffering, and we move forward by 
claiming that promise even when it feels like a ridiculous thing to do.”

So as we process our grief with one another, with professors, counselors and mentors, as 
we try and make sense of everything on campus, we can look to hope and the victory we have 
over death in Jesus.

“The Easter story has really come alive to me this year in light of Josh’s death,” King said. 
“As I experience the pain of losing a friend, I realize that Christ experienced the pain of being 
deserted by all his closest friends, and ultimately being forsaken by God while he was on 
the cross. He’s fully acquainted with loss and has comforted me through this. I’ve sought to 
remain in daily reliance on Christ, finding my strength in him and encouraging others to do 
the same. Christ has conquered death and provides promise of resurrection.”

Kara HacKett
News Co-Editor

The funeral service for junior Josh Larkin has been moved to Saturday, April 14, at 1:00 p.m. The family greet-
ing is at 12:00 p.m. The service will now be held at Grace Church in Eden Prairie, Minn.

Focusing on community
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Sammy II sucks.
“That’s our theme,” said junior PA Richie Terry. “As humans, we’ve got 

problems, we’re broken, and we suck most of the time, but because of that, 
we surrender and serve, and when we serve, we can shine. We can show 
a better picture of who God is and what he’s done for us.”

As the floor mourns junior Josh Larkin and remembers his legacy as the quintessential Sammy 
II man, they move forward with new hope rooted in the promise that God is good and death is 
not to be feared.

“This is the point where the greatest change can come,” Terry said. “I would challenge anybody 
to take this tragedy and to use it to spur themselves to something greater. We should not let it 
become an excuse, but make it drive us to live closer to God, to be more like him and to have 
community that is more Christlike.”

That’s what Sammy II is about. This year, the floor has rebuilt its identity around Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer’s vision of community in “Life Together.” Terry says the floor strives to be authentic 

— authentic like Josh.
“Who Josh was around campus was the same person he was on the floor,” Terry said. “He had 

his problems, but everybody does, and he was the real deal.”
For three years, Terry watched Josh mature from a reserved freshman to a courageous servant-

leader.
“I wouldn’t trade the years I had with Josh for anything,” Terry said. “Just because he’s gone 

from this earth doesn’t mean he’s gone forever, and it doesn’t mean that he can’t still have an 
impact on people.”

“Josh was a really integral member of the floor,” said Assistant Hall Director Dauthan Keener 
who lived on Sammy II until he graduated in fall 2009. “He was the guy everybody knew — the 
guy who was kind to everyone.”

Senior PA Jared King says one of the rules on Sammy II is, “There’s always room for one more,” 
demonstrating the same, all-inclusive love that defined Josh’s life.

“You keep crowding people in because you don’t want to have people left out of the community,” 
King said.

That’s one reason Josh was selected to be a PA on Sammy II next year with Terry and sopho-
more Nate Nupanga.

Samuel Morris Hall Director Drew Moser said Josh had the ideal balance of fun and serious 
devotion, grand-scale adventure and appreciation for individuals.

“He was really outgoing and social person but also a really good spiritual leader,” Moser said. 
“That’s a tough combination to find in a PA. He loved his floor very well, and he had a heart to 
see the guys on the floor grow.”

So today, Josh would be proud.
Moser is impressed with the way Sammy II has dealt with the loss.

“They’ve really come together in a powerful way, and they’re holding one another up,” Moser 
said. “They’ve been able to see that that’s what Josh did for them.”

After the service Tuesday night, Josh’s father, Tim Larkin, spoke to the men.
“He was the one there to give comfort even when he had the greatest pain,” Terry said. “That 

was so awesome.”
Now, the men carry Josh’s memory with them as they confront the truth, share the truth and 

live the truth for the One who is the Truth.
“I was there,” Terry said. “As hard as that was, it gave me closure. I have seen the truth. I got 

to tell people the truth. It’s been difficult. It’s not pretty, but it’s true, and God can work through 
that. God is too great, and his victory is too perfect for me to sit here and mope or to not keep 
living and to not try to deal with this the best I can and help other people live with it. The pain, 
it sucks, but God is greater than that, and we don’t have to be afraid of it.”

living With grief
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We have been so blessed to know you, not just as a friend but as a part of our 
family. Your smile was as contagious as your love for Christ. We miss you, 
and you will forever remain in our small but crazy family. 

Dear Josh,
Love,  

The Echo Staff

a Friend,a brother,
An InspIrAtIon. 


